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Heavy infantry, artillery assault across 4 fronts: Routes 
to Punjsher cut off: Heavy casualties on both sides 

Tauban unprecedenteil 



KABUL (AFP) - The TaUban miUtia 
Wednesday launched its much antici- 
pated summer offensive aimed at de- 
feating Afghanistan's Northern Alli- 
ance and ending the country's protract- 
ed civil war. 

Taliban authorities, the alUance and 
independent sources confirmed the of- 
fensive began about 4am local time 
(2400 GMT) with infantry assaults 
across four front lines which ring the 
heavily fortified Panjsher Valley. 

The assaults were supported by taiiks, 
heavy artillery barrages and aerial bom- 
bardments by the militia's fleet of Rus- 
sian-made NfiGs while analysts said the 
size of the Talib military machine re- 
mains unprecedented. 

A Taliban spokesman claimed mili- 
tia troops who already control 80 per 
cent of Afghanistan — had advanced 
six kiionietres from Tagab, a strategic 
entry into the Panjsher Valley and had 
captured the district of Nejrab. v 

*The Islamic militia captured Nejrab 
and are now attacking Mahmood-i- 
Raqi,' a Taliban spokesmsm told the 
Pakistan-based Afghan Islamic Press. 

He said 15 tanks and. a sizeable quan- 
tity of ammunition were seized. 

One Taliban commamder told /Jl* 
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*The Tahban have blocked the road to 
Jalalabad at Sarobi. The road is cut, it . 
could be impossible to fiy out meaning 
the only way out for foreigners is the 
treacherous southern route through 
Kandahar,' one foreign aid worker said. 

Kandahar is the Taliban's de-facto 
capital in the south from where the 
militia' s supreme leader Mulla Moham- 
mad Omar has vowed to rid {lis country . 
ofMasood. 

In Kabul, residents said at least six 
rockets struck the capital, launched from 
hilltops controlled by Masood whUe 
artillery shelling on the nearby front 
was clearly audible to locals. 

The offensive came just three days 
after the United Nations special envoy 
Lakhdar Brahimi left Afghanistan amid 
failed efforts to strike a peace deal be- 
tween tiie warring parties. 

Brahimi and the Six-plus-Two group 
appealed for peace but Brahimi had also 
asked Afghanistan' s neighbour' s to stop 
'pouring arms and war making material 
into the country'. 

Six-plus-Two groups Afghanistan's 
neighbours — Pa^stan, Iran, Tajikistan, 
Uzbekistan, China, and Turkmenistan 
— with the United States and Russia in 



militia had up to 100,000 men after a 
massive pre-offeiisive military build-up 
designed to knock out the alliance's 
defences *once and for "all' , 

However, western diplomats in Paki- 
stan said 50,000 Taliban troops was a 
more probable figure. 

This was double the highest previous 
estimiate of Taliban strength, put at 
25,000 men in 1997 but die opposition 
has claimed Taliban numbers have been 
bolstered by Pakistan and Arab merce- 
naries. Opposition losses were conced- 
ed by the alliance as heavy fighting fo- 
cused in Nejrab throughout Wednesday. 

llie Old and New Roads are about 25 
kilometres north of Kabul, the near-by^ 
mountain range of Kohi-i-Safi is to the 
east, and further ea^t is the disti'ict 
Tagab, ' .^v' | 

The four points form the^ southerns 
flank of the Panjsher Valley where op- 
position commander* Ahmad Shah 
Masood stands as the last obstacle to ^ 
Taliban ambitions of taking total con- 
trol of the country . 

Military analysts attached to foreign 
embassies in Islamabad, said, Masood 
had between 10,000 and 15,OO0Wd- 
ened troops and can rely on 40^000 men 
who were willing to defend their home- 

^ attempts to find a jpeace settlement. 
UN suspends flights to Kabul ^ 
The United Nations said Wednesday 
its flights to Kabul will remained sus- 
pended pending rcconfirrnation of 
agreed security guarantees by Afghan 

parties.;, i,;' XSyif" . v- f 

The UN has sought a 'clarification' 
from the Afghan opposition Northern 
Alliance following the rocketing of 
Kabul airport on Tuesday, a UN state- 
ment here said. • 

The rockets, which impacted in or 
around the airport during the agreed 
window for take-off and landing of hu- 
manitarian fiights, forced a UN plane 
and flights of ICRC and PACTEC to 
turn back, it said. 

The statement said the U>^ agencies 
were 'extremely' concerned at die dis- 
ruption of humanitarian activities by 
the rocketing. 

It recalled that all parties to the Af- 
ghan conflict during a recent UN-spon- 
sored meeting in Tashkent, Uzbekistan, 
agreed to respect the impartiality of the 
UN, 

*The UN has suspended its next flights 
to Kabul pending the reconfirmation of 
the agreed security guarantees,' the state- 
ment said. 



land from the ethnic Pashtoon dominat- 
ed Taliban. 

*The Taliban outnumber Masood's 
forces by 10 to one,* Pakistan-based 
military analyst Kamal Hyder sajd. 

The alliance — made-up of ethnic 
Tajiks, Hazaras, l/zbeks and Turianen 
—holds ground stretching from the Old 
road across the Shamali Plmns to the 
Panjsher Valley, north to Tajikistan and 
east to Pakistan. ^ 

'They launched dieir^ttack last night 
in every direction,' ^ance spokesman 
Abdullah said. , . 

*0n the New Road they, attacked the 
main highway leading to Bagiamairr 
base^ On thd Old Road^tcxiipsare trac- 
ing for a second attack to' be latmched 
ihostly by Arabs and Pakistanis,' he 
claimed. ^^.^1% \. ■ • 
Abdullah said aerial bombardments 
were steadily hitting areas around the 
frontUnes, including civilian areas. Bodi 
sides claimed the other had suffered 
heavy casualties. 

Independent sources said foreign aid 
worker^ in the Panjsher were cut-off 
from sputhem routes while Kabul's 
eastwards exit through die Khyber Pass 
had also been blocked. 




Taliban forces advance 
towards Panjsher 

130 killed in fighting to capture Masood area 



KABUL (AFP) - The Taliban militia 
Thursday kept up their offensive against 
forces of Ahmad Shah Masood to cap- 
ture the last remaining opposition-held 
territoiy amid rocket strikes and pitched 
front line battles, with reports saying ^ 
130 people had been killed. 

Five rockets were fired by the oppo- 
sition forces and struck the capital, res- 
idents said. 

Combined figures from medical, Tal- 
iban, and opposition reports claimed at 
least 130 people had been killed in bat- 
tle 9in^^a^sckets. 

Tbe^^^ition also claimed the re- 
capture 'of lost ground in the valleys 
surrounding the strategically important 
district of Nejrab. 

But the district and the main city of 
Nejrab remained in Taliban hands.aftec 
they captured late Wednesday catching 



Taliban release 
200 opposition 
prisoners 

PESHAWAR. July 28: The 
Taliban Supreme Commander, 
Mulla Mohammad Omar* on 
Wednesday ordered the release 
from the militia's captivity of 200 
opposition prisoners, reports said. 

The Afghan Islamic Press (AIP) 
reported l:hat the captives had 
been freed from Surpoza prison in 
Kandhar, Taliban's headquarters 
in southwestern Afghanistan. 

Mulla Omar issued a special 
edict to set free the prisoners who 
belonged to the opposition 
Northern Alliance, the agency 
quoted a Taliban spokesman, 
Abdul Hayee Mutmain, as saying. 
The spokesman said the Taliban 
had caught the soldiers during its 
battles with the opiposition. 

According to the AIP, the prison- 
ers' release came amid reports of 
opposition-Taliban battles in 
northern Afghanistan, with the 
militia claiming to have made 
gains in Kapisa province.— dpa 
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MasQod*s spokesman said once the 
TUiban had been pushed back, his forc- 
e$ discovered 26 dead militiamen on the 
bW Road, about 30 on the New Road, 
another 20 at Koh-i-Safi and a further 
40 at Nejrab. v % 

Masood's. forces; had incurred 12 
killed and 30 wouAded, the spokesman 



the opposition by surprise. 

Nejrab is one of seven known entry 
points into the Panjsher Valley, where 
anti-Taliban forces have heavily forti- 
fied themselves putting up the last ob- 
stacle to total the domination of Afghan- 
istan by the Islamic militia. 

An opposition spokesman said fight- 

ing was heavy on Ae Old Road and tl^ j Medical sources het« added at least 
New Road overmght while batUes eased another 200 wounded had beeii ferried 
at Koh-i-Safi. Frontlines to the north . - . - ... 

and central provinces were quiet 

*But fresh fighting erupted early this 
afternoon (Thursday) at Koh-i-Safi and 
lorig the New Road,' he added. 

the Old and New Roads are about 25 
kilometres north of Kabul, the near-by 
mountain range of Kohi-i-Safi is to the 
east, and further east are the twin dis- 
tricts. of Nejrab ^d Tagab, 



back to hospitals in the capital by 
Wednesday night while four civilians 
were injured in this morning's rocket 
strikes. Radio Shariat reported that two 
civilians were killed and three injured 
; in Kabul by rocket attacks on Wednes- 
day. 

Masood's outpost in the Panjsher is 
manned mainly by Tajiks and some eth- 
nic Hazaras, Uzbeks, and Turkmen. His 



A Taliban spokesman was unavailable j^^j stretches from the Old Road to 
for comment on the fighting. Panjsher Valley, north to Tajikist^m 

But in an official broadcast supreme and east to Pakistan, 
leader Mulla Mohammad Omar urged commanders once formed part of 
all Muslinris to hold special prayers for ^j^^ Mujahideen factions who fought the 
the offensive. 1978-89 occupation by the former So- 
*Muslims are encountering numerous yibt Union. With the help of other eth- 
hardships,' Omar said on the official groups they have maintained almost 
Radio Shariat broadcast. He said the five years of war against the ethnic Pa- 
enemies of Islam were hatching plots gj^toon Taliban, 
against Muslims who, in many cas.es, *Xaliban bombing kills 23 civilians' 
lived *under tyrannic rules of tyrants.* Another report adds from Islamabad: 
The Taliban — which holds 80 per- jaliban jets Thursday carried out sev- 
cent of Afghanistan — launched the ^j.^ bombing runs against opposition 
campaign aiming to end the country's strongholds in northern Afghanistan's 
protracted civil war by wiping out fore- parwan province killing at least 23 peo- 
es loyal to opposition commander Ah- pj^^ ^^e Afghan Islamic Press (AIP) re- 
mad Shah Masood. ported. The Taliban aircraft bombed 
Backed by a fleet of MiG jet fighters, charikar, Jabul Siraj and Qarabagh 
tanks and artillery the militia made a towns and also pounded Gulbahar dis- 
steady advance towards the Panjsher ^^^t, located at the mouth of the Panj- 
through Nejrab with heavy strikes along ^Yiit valley stronghold of opposition 
the New Road which leads to die alii- commander Ahmad Shah Masood, it 
ance's Bagram airbase. said. Quoting an unnamed opposition 
Analysts say the offensive could in- spokesman, the private news service 
volve as many as 100,000 men from said the 23 killed m the air raids were 
both sides after the Taliban bolstered its *all civilians.' 



ranks through an intensive *recruitment 
drive' « Masood claims this includes for- 
eign mercenaries. 

Heavy artillery duels were clearly 
audible in Kabul where sporadic mush- 
room clouds of dust dotted the skyline 
after rocket strikes, targeted at Kabul 
airport. The United Nations suspended 
humanitarian flights to the capital. 

The opposition spokesman claimed at 
least 100 Taliban troops were killed in 
battle since early Wednesday and many 
more had been injured. ' ■ ;':r.''^:':^t 

*Tht offensive will cost^bc||||i 
dearly, the entire area is ycry? iK5ti^ 
mined,' one western observer said. 
*These figures are conservative.' 



No independent confumation of the 
report was immediately available. 
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130 killed 
in fresh 
Afghan 

fighting 



KABUL, July 29: The 
Taliban militia on Thursday 
kept up their offensive 
against forces of Ahmad 
Shah Masood to capture the 
last remaining opposition- 
held territory amid rocket 
strikes and pitched frontline 
battles, with reports, saying 
130 people had been killed. 

Five rockets were fired by 
the opposition forces and struck 
the capital, residents said. 

Combined figures from medical, 
Taliban, and opposition reports 
claimed at least 130 people had 
been killed in battle and by rock- 
ets. 

The opposition also claimed the 
recapture of lost groimd in the val- 
leys surroimding the strategically 
important district of Nejrab. 

But the district and the main city 
of Nejrab remained in Taliban 
hands after they captured on 
Wednesday catching the opposition 
by surprise. 

Nejrab is one of the seven known 
entry points into the Panjsher 
Valley, where anti-Taliban forces 
have heavily fortified themselves 
putting up the last obstacle to total 
the domination of Afghanistan by 
the hardline Islamic militia. 

An opposition spokesman said 
fighting was heavy on the Old Road 
and the New Road overnight while 
battles eased at Koh-i-Safi. Front- 
lines to the north and central 
provinces were quiet. "But fresh 
fighting erupted early this after- 
noon (Thursday) at Koh-i-Safi and 
along the New Road," he added. 

The Old and New Roads are 
about 25 kilometres north of Kabul, 
the near-by mountain range of 
Kohi-j-Safi is to the east, and fur- 
ther east are the twin districts of 
Nejrab and Tagab. 

A Taliban spokesman was not 
available for comment on the fight- 
ing. But in an official broadcast 



supreme leader Mulla Mohammad 
Omar urged all Muslims to hold 
special prayers for the offensive. 

"Muslims are encountering 
numerous hardships," Omar said 
on the official Radio Shariat broad- 
cast. 

He said the enemies of Islam 
were hatching plots against 
Muslims who, in many cases, lived 
"under tyrannic rules of tyrants." 

Backed by a fleet of MiG jet 
fighters, tanks and artillery the 
militia made a steady advance 
towards the Panjsher through 
Nejrab with heavy strikes along the 
New Road which leads to the 
alliance's Bagram airbase. 

Analysts say the offensive could 
involve as many as 100,000 men 
from both sides after the Taliban 
bolstered its ranks through an 
intensive 'recruitment drive*. 
Masood claims this includes foreign 
mercenaries. 

Heavy artillery duels were dear- 
ly audible in Kabul where sporadic 
mushroom clouds of dust dotted 
the skyline after rocket strikes, tar- 
geted at Kabul airport. The United 
Nations suspended humanitarian 
flights to the capital. 

The opposition spokesman 
claimed at least 100 Taliban troops 
were killed in battle since early 
Wednesday and many more had 
been injured. 

"The offensive will cost both 
sides dearly, the entire area is very 
heavily mined," one western 
observer said. "These figures are 
conservative." 

Masood's spokesman said once 
the Taliban had been pushed back, 
his forces discovered 26 dead mili- 
tiamen on the Old Road, about 30 
on the New Road, another 20 at 
Koh- i-Safi and a further 40 at 
Nejrab. ' 

Medical sources here added at 
least another 200 wounded had 
been ferried back to hospitals in 
the capital by Wednesday night 
while four civilians were injured in 
this morning's rocket strikes. — ^AFP 
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fghan fighting rages as 
Taliban open fifth front 



YJ^BUL (AFP) - Taliban has opened 
another front in its summer offensive 
against an opposition alliance, opposi- 
tion sources said Friday, amid reports 
Osama bin Laden is preparing to leave 
the country. . 

Opposition spokesman Abdullah said 

the Taliban had advanced towards the 
opposition-held Bagram airbase at two 
points from the New Road front line, 
25 kilometres north of Kabul. 

*They have arrived at Barikaw Bridge 
and also captured hilltops to the west 
of the New Road. There is fighting on 
the Old Road but the front lines remain 
unchanged,* he said. 

Other opposition reports said fight- 
ing was continuing at the Koh-i-Safi 
mountain range while the Taliban had 
also launched a fresh infantry assault 
from a fifth front line at Ghorband over- 
night. 

Independent sources confirmed the- 
fighting. 

The Taliban - which controls 80 per- 
cent of Afghanistan - on Wednesday 
launched its offensive aimed at taking 
ground controlled by opposition com- 
mander Ahmad Shah Masood and end- 
ing the protracted civil war. 

Fighting has focused on four fronts 
to the south of the Panjsher Valley, 
where Masood and 14,000 troops have 



heavily fortified themselves behind the 
Old Road, New Road, Koh-i-Safi and 
the twin districts of Tagab and Nejrab. 

'They launched a fresh assault from 
Ghorband and it was heavy. TheTali- 
ban were pushed back and at the mo- 
ment the fighting has eased to artillery 
exchanges,' Abdullah said. 

He said bombing by the militia's age- 
ing fleet of MiGs had claimed 30 civil- 
ian casualties. Fighting had also esca- 
lated in Nejrab where the Taliban ini- 
tially made quick gains. 

A Taliban spokesman was unavailble 
for comment. 

Military analysts say the offensive 
could involve up to 100,000 men. 
Masood has support from another 
30,000 men who live in the Panjsher 
while the Taliban bolstered its ranks 
through an extensive recruitment drive. 

Masood claims this includes foreign 
mercenaries and one opposition com- 
mander has said Pakistani and Arab 
casualties were being ferried to hospi- 
tals in the eastern city of Jalalabad. 

An estimate from various reports put 
the total death toll at about 200 and the 
injured at more than 400. 

The opposition has reported about 
100 dead Taliban troops while medical 
sources said Kabul hospitals had re- 
See page 
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ceived 50 dead and 200 injured. Heavy 
casualties were reported from hospitals 
in Jalalabad and tfie Panjsher. 

An independent source said casual- 
ties incurred by the Taliban were due 
mainly to landniines, especially atTagab 
and the New Road. 

*They have been spending most of the 
time clearing the landmines which guard 
the entrances to the Panjsher Valley ,* he 
said. 

He added the road between Kabul and 
the Khyber Pass in Pakistan had been 
reopened to regular traffic but it could 
be closed at any time subject to Talia- 
ban's discrition. 

Journalists have been barred from trav- 
elling to the frontlines and have been 
turned back at check points several kil- 
ometers before the actual fighting area} 

Kabul residents said the death toll 
from rocket strikes was at least 14 after 
at least 12 Taliban fighters were killed 
Thursday morning when a heavy rocket 
struck a military command centre. 

The fighting coincided with a report 
by the Pakistan-based Afghan Islamic 
Press that Osama bin Laden was prepar- 



ing to leave the country volunt^ly be- 
cause of the possibility of further US 
military strikes. 

Analysts have said bin Laden* s de- 
parture would resolve a major problem 
for the Taliban, who fear another US 
missile strike on Afghanistan, would 
damage their (Offensive. - 

'At the moment the Taliban are bat- 
tling hard Masood' s forces. But another 
American military strike could ruin their 
offensive,* one western military ana- 
lyst said, teferring to US strikes on bin 
Laden* s hideout in August last year in 
retaliation to tvvb African embassy 
bombings. ^ ' 

Masood* s outpost in the Panjsher is 
manned mainly by ethnic Tajiks and 
some ethnic Hazaras, Uzbeks and 
Tiirlanen. The areahe controls stretches 
from the Old Road to the Panjsher Val- 
ley, north to Tajikistan, and east to Pa- 
kistan. His conimanders once formed 
part of the mujahideen, factions who 
fought the 1979-89 occupation by the 
former Soviet Union. 

In conjuction with other ethnic groups 
they have waged almost five years of 
war against the ethnic Pashtun Taliban. 
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Talibaii repulse Masood troops 



KABUL, July 30: Afghanistan's 
ruling Taliban pushed back troops 
loyal to opposition commander 
Ahmad Shah Masood on a strategic 
road north of Kabul in a third day 
of fighting on Friday, sources in the 
city said. 

The Taliban seized the Tota Khan 
mountains overlooking the Bagram 
airbase held by Masood on the so- 
called New Road some 50 km north 
of Kabul, they said. 

Kabul residents reported heavy 
artillery exchanges overnight and 
after dawn in two front line areas 
25 km north of the capital. 

The Taliban's aging ex-Soviet 
fighter aircraft were heard taking 
off to attack Masood's defences at 
the two Kabul fronts, as well as 
close tQ Panjsher valley bastion 
some Sd^'ii^- to the northeast. 

M^s^4'^ key airbase is at 
Ba^^am*, just outside his Panjsher 
valley stronghold. 

An opposition spokesman, 
Abdullah, conceded ground had 



been lost to the Taliban, but added: 
"They will face major resistance 
and fighting once they try to get 
closer to the villages". 

He said Taliban fighters had 
approached a bridge near Bagram 
airbase and an intense artillery 
exchange was going on. No precise 
casualty tolls were available. 

Kabul airport, from which the 
Taliban launch their bombing raids, 
has come under three days of rock- 
et attacks, but the sources said it 
was not hit by any missiles in fight- 
ing on Friday morning. 

Taliban officials said the opposi- 
tion had lost the ability to target the 
airport. 

The International Committee of 
the Red Cross and the United 
Nations have cancelled aid flights 
to Kabul because of daily rocket 
attacks on Kabul airport. 

Opposition sources contacted in 
neighbouring Pakistan said 30 civil- 
ians were killed in the Taliban 
offensive close to Kabul. No inde- 



pendent verification was available. 

The htunan rights group Amnest> 
International said on Thursday thai 
thousands of civilians were at risk 
from the fighting. 

"Both the Taleban and the anti- 
Taleban forces have committed 
gross human rights abuses against 
Afghan civilians in the past. What 
guarantees are there that they will 
spare civilians this time?" it said. 
Backed by air attacks and artillery, 
thousands of Taliban advanced 
under a full moon on Tuesday night 
to try to extend their 90 per cent 
grip on the country to total control 
by crushing Masood, the movemen- 
t's last real foe. 

The campaign sparked Western 
and UN expressions of concern and 
calls for an end to the 20-year-old 
cycle of factional, ethnic bloodshed. 

Several thousand Taliban are 
believed to be involved in the oper- 
ation with many more recruit^ 
being kept in a reserve force in the 
battered capital. — Reuters ; x .. 
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Real issue in Afghanistan 



now IS economic 



From Haflz Sanauilah 

Seven Afghans who had emerged as 
heros in Afghan war against Soviet 
occupation of Afghanistan in 80s have 
faded from Afghan political scene. 
They are scattered here and there on 
both sides of Durrand Line. Some are 
in Pakistan. Others are in Afghanistan. 
One is in Iran. Mostly they are after 
shelter. If at all one or two are active 
they are merely struggling for their 
survival. If they are named as former 
G7 of Afghanistan it will not be incor- 
rect. 

Gulbadin Hikmatyar (Hizb-e- 
Islami), Maulvi Yunus Khalis (Hizb- 
e-lslami), Burhanuddin Rabbani 
(Jamiate Islami), Maulvi Nabi 



Muhammadi (Harakate Inqiiab-e 
Islami), Pir Syed Ahmad Gilani 
( M ah az - e - M i 1 1 i ) , — ~ 

SibghatuUah Mujaddadif LetferWfOIYI 
(Jabha-e-Nitaj-e- Milli) and I 1-15 IWi ..^1 1 Mi i ■ 



other to grab power in Afghanistan. 
Khalis, Muhammadi and Gilani were 
not so interested in power tlirough bat- 
tle. 

Ahmad Shah Masood who was in 
Jamiate Islami but had formed his own 
group namely Shoorae Nazar was as- 
piring for occupation of whole of Af- 
ghanistan despite his confinement to 
Panjsher Valley. 

Seven leaders failed to rehabilitate 
Afghanistan. Rather they added fuel to 
the fire in Afghanistan after Soviet exo- 
dus. US did not help in rehabilitation 
process Washington discredited seven 
party leaders and dubbed them as Is- 
lamic fundamentalists inmiediately af- 
ter the war was over. It stunned both 
Afghans and Pakistanis. 

Afghans are annoyed With these lead- 
ers. They blame them for what they 



Abdur Rab Rasool Sayyaf 
(Ittehad-e-Islami) have gone behind 
the scene. 

They are now target of strong criti- 
cism of Afghans particularly Afghan 
refugees encamped in the mudded 
houses in NWFP for the last 19 years. 

Seven Afghan leaders were very 
ordinary before Soviet troops stepped 
in Afghanistan. Hikmatyar was a stu- 
dent leader. He ran away from Af- 
ghanistan during Daud's period. He 
was used by late Prime Minister Bhutto 
against the then Afghan government. 

Khalis was MuUa of a mosque so 
were Mujaddadi, Muhammadi and 
Sayyaf. Gilani was Pir (spiritual elder) 
and Rabbani was theology teacher. US 
backed Afghan war made- them bil- 
lionaire^ Tremors Werd- fell 'iii^ White 
House once anyone of them had 
stepped in US. Maulvi Khalis was made 
so bold that once he invited US Presi- 
dent Bush to embrace Islam. It hap- 
pened so in a face to face meeting in 
US. 

Afghans thought after Soviet with- 
drawal these leaders will play the same 
heroic role in rehabilitation of Afghani- 
stan. Mujaddadi was the first president 
of Afghanistan. But Hikmatyar did not 
accept him. Hikmatyar took guns 
against Mujaddadi government. It was 
the beginning of no end of infightings 
of seven parties in Afghanistan. When 
Hikmatyar was Prime Minister he faced 
militant opposition from Rabbani and 
Ahmad Shah Masood. While Rabbani 
was President Hikmatyar was hurdle 
for him. In post-Soviet withdrawal 
Kabul again became die battle field. 
Rabbani, Hikmatyar, Mujaddadi and 
Sayyaf remained engaged in armed 
clashes and fightings against one an 



describe as their miserable condition in 
camps. 

"We were brought to Pakistan in 
camps by these leaders in the name of 
Islam. They should have arranged our 
safe return to Afghanistan after they 
formed their Islamic government in 
Afghanistan", an Afghan refugee said. 

"They kept themselves engaged in 
armed clashes and infightings to grab 
power in Afghanistan", he added. 

Afghans think Russians destroyed 
Afghanistan but these seven Afghan 
leaders too played negative role in fur- 
ther destruction of Afghanistan. 

'They let Afghans down in the world", 
an old Afghan follower of one of seven 
leaders said in Peshawar. , ^ • 
» r **They'were penniless. They minted 
money in Afghan war", another Afghan 
said, adding "Had they maintained unity 
the Afghan refugees would have re- 
turned by now to a rehabilitated Af- 
ghanistan". 

Seven leaders have now disappeared 
from international scene. They are de- 
valued. Hikmatyar who is 50 plus is in 
Tehran. He is persona non grata in 
Pakistan. Hikmatyar is unhappy in Iran. 
He does not want fighting against 
Taliban. He does not want Iran should 
use him against Taliban. 

At the moment he has no way out. He 
seems to be finding out way for Kash- 
mir. He knows how to utilise Jehad and 
earn name among Muslims. Kashmir is 
the only way out for him but Pakistan 
will not allow him. 

Khalis is in 80' s. He lives 5 km South 
of Jalalabad City. He is physically so 
weak that he walks with the help of 
sticks. He cann't say prayer while stand- 
ing. Rabbani in 60' s is in Afghanistan. 
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He is shuttling between Badakhshan, 
Uzbikistan and Iran. He is searching 
for help even if it comes from India, 
Soviet Union or any anti- Jehad coun- 
try. Ahmad Shah Masood has pro- 
vided him shelter. 

Muhammadi is in Pakistan. He lives 
in |Cherat, near Pabbi in Peshawar. He 
is m 70' s. He is ill and weak. 

Gilani is in 70' s. He is in Peshawar. 
He frequently visits Western coun- 
tries. 

Mujaddadi in 70's also in Peshawar. 
Of late he was seen active on Afghan 
refugees stay .problem in cities. Sayyaf 
now in 50' s is in Afghanistan as an ally 
of Ahmad Shah Masood. His men are 
fighting on front line along with 
Masood' s men in north against Taliban. 
Seven party leaders have almost dis- 
mantled their offices, military bases 
and conmiunication network in 
Pakist^. They have done so 
since their funding is abandoned 
from US, western countries and 
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Arab States. 

No doubt seven leaders' role against 
Russians in Afghan war will always be 
in the memory of Afghans their post- 
Afghan war role in turning victory into 
defeat will equally be unforgettable. 

Seven party rule in post war period 
in Afghanistan ended with bloodshed, 
infightings and armed clashes. The 
areas they dominated was occupied by 
their commanders. There was jungle 
law till Taliban took over. 

Mujaddadi and Gilani believed in 
western type efforts for power. Rabbani 
and Sayyaf thought in terms of mili- 
tant way. Hikmatyar was for elections. 
Their inilitary comeback is not possi- 
ble. Their future as dim so long as 
Taliban govemnieQtiisLihAfghaiustan. 
If some political process starts some of 
them might see the light. But they will 
hardly be warmly welcomed by Af- 
ghans. 

Some Afghans say there is only 
chance of one man rule or one party 
rule in Afghanistan. They say Afghani- 
stan is tremendously fertile for dicta- 
torship. 

However in future new set-up is 
expected to emerge. Taliban phase 
seems to be temporary though they 
have maintained law and order, pro- 
tected life, honour and property of 
Afghanistan. 

The replacement of Taliban will be 
successful only if it works for eco- 
nomic needs of Afghans side by side 
retaining slogan of Islam. And that too 
if it is backed by US, western world, 
Arab states and Islamic countries. Now 
Islam is not the issue in Afghan. The 
issue in a real sense is that of eco- 
nomic. 



New hope for Afghan peace? 



TALKS aimed at averting a of the people in the war-rav- 

new flare-up between aged country have also been 

Afghanistan's Taliban and the discouraged to stay aloof. As a 

Northern Alliance ended in result, the country is in desper- 

Tashkent on Tuesday without ate straits in terms of its basic 

making much headway, food, health and infrastructural 

However, imder prodding from needs. 

the Six-plus-Two group that Given this bleak scenario, the 

includes countries bordering Taliban would do well to 

Afghanistan in addition to scrupulously adhere to the 

America and Russia, the war- Ashkhabad agreement in order 

ring sides did agree to hold to reach a peace settlement 

bilateral talks for a ceasefire with its principal adversary and 

and to find a peaceful settle- thus create conditions for a 

ment of their conflict. This power-sharing arrangement in 

augurs well for eventual peace Kabul representing all major 

and normahzation in a country tribal, ethnic and linguistic 

which has been plagued by a conmiimities of Afghanistan. A 

long drawn-out civil war. broad-based government would 

Earlier in March this year, also relieve the worries of 

the Taliban and the Northern Afghanistan's neighbours. 

Alliance had reached an agree- Whose vested interests have 

ment on power-sharing and required them to wage a proxy 

prisoners' release in war in the country by siding 

Ashkhabad. Unfortunately, that with various warring factions, 

accord did not hold and fighting Also, a truly representative 

erupted soon after the pEirleys. Afghan government, adhering 

That the Taliban and the to norms of democratic gover- 

Northem Alliance have agreed nance and respect for basic 

to try to sort out their differ* human rights and values, would 

ences within a few months of expedite the process of return 

the failed Ashkhabad accord is of Afghan refugees who had 

encouraging. One can view in fled in miUions to neighbouring 

this a softening in the stance of coxmtries and are still maintain- 

the T^ban who control nearly ing a wretched existence in 

90 per cent of the country. This these countries. This, in turn, 

change in perception may have would relieve these countries of 

to do with Afghanistan's posi- considerable economic and 

tion of isolation in the wider political pressure and would 

world. lessen the dangers of regional 

The Taliban government is instability caused by the spill- 
recognized by only three coun- overs of Afghan crisis. It is in 
tries and is looked down upon the interest of Afghanistan's 
worldwide for its obscurantism, neighbours, then, to keep push- 
and for its harsh treatment of ing the Taliban and the 
women and for other human Northern Alliance towards the 
rights abuses. For these rea- negotiating table, prodding 
sons, the flow of western aid both to work out the basis for a 
has virtually dried up. peace settlement and a broad- 
International organizations based government for the war- 
seeking to help rebuild the Hves ravaged country. 
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Smuggling from Afghanistan 

causes huge losses 



By Intikhab Amir 

IN LINE with the previous 
financial years, Pakistan 
continued to suffer financial 
losses of billions of rupee in 
1998-99 as a result of 
unabated smuggling of for- 
eign goods from Afghanistan 
imder the covers of Afghan 
Transit Trade. 

According to official estimates 
Pakistan suffered at least Rs5 bil- 
lion in customs duty and sales tax 
losses in 1998-99 as a result of 
exemptions available to importers 
under the Afghan Transit Trade 
Agreement (ATTA). 

The smuggled items* haul-up 
made by the Peshawar Customs 
and Central Excise CoUectorate 
during the first 11 months of the 
1998-99 also substantiates the fact 
that the curse of smuggling is fast 
damaging the local trade, business 
and industry. 

In the July-May period of 1998-99 
financial year, only the customs 
authorities seized foreign goods of 
the customs and freight value of 
Rsl579.14 milHon from the NWFP. 

This is no more a secret that 
majority of the items imported 
under ATTA find their way back to 
Pakistani markets through tradi- 
tional smuggling routes on the long 
Pakistan-Afghanistan borders. 

In spite of several attempts to 
minimize the misuse of ATTA by 
Afghan and Pakistani importers the 
government of Pakistan could not 
get the desired results owing to the 
increasing level of corruption in the 
concerned official agencies. 

Although the GoP excluded over 
35 items from ATTA list a couple of 
years ago, still a number of such 
items are being imported under 
ATTA for Afghanistan which have 



no demand in the war torn country. 

According to an source, in the 
1997-98 the largest quantity of all 
the items imported under the 
ATTA for Afghanistan was of razors 
ignoring the fact that the commodi- 
ty has little demand in that coimtry 
especially after Taliban took over 
the government. . 

There are several other items 
which are least consumed in 
Afghanistan but are still imported 
in large nmnbers because of their 
high demand in Pakistan. 



forcefully put an end to smuggling 
has institutionalized illegal busi- 
ness in the shape of Hayatabad's 
markets where most of the nation- 
alized banks have also opened 
branches to offer facilities to those 
who are involved in the illegal 
trade. The unabated smuggling of 
foreign goods has caused irrepara- 
ble damage to the local industries. 

Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif had 
announced to get the bara markets 
across the country closed down, 
however, not much has been done 



The absences of political will on the 
part of .the iuccessive governments, 
including the sitting one, to put an end 
to smuggling has institutionalized this 
illegal business 



Peshawar's Hayatabad Karkhano 
(industrial) markets, adjacent to 
the Federally Administered Tribal 
Areas (FATA) and housing thou- 
sands of shops full of foreign goods, 
are known for the large variety of 
foreign items they offer at rates 
much less than the prices charged 
for such goods in any other part of 
the country. 

The availability of smuggled for- 
eign goods in such a large number 
in the Hayatabad*s markets (which 
is also the main supply line of other 
Bara markets) raises the question 
of the ability and utility of our bor- 
der security forces as well as the 
civil (political) administrations of 
FATA as both have failed to check 
the smuggling manace. 

The absences of political will on 
the part of the successive govern- 
ments, including the sitting one, to 



in this regard. 

Being the main source of feeding 
smuggled foreign items to Bara mar- 
kets elsewhere each truck loaded 
with foreign good which is dis- 
patched from the Hayatabad mar- 
kets reaches its destination after 
giving 'Bhatta* to the personnel of 
several agencies manning the check 
posts every ^ere in die coimtry . 

According to a conservative offi- 
cial estimates, the Hayatabafs for- 
eign goods markets annually gener- 
ate business activities to the tune of 
around $1 billion. 

It may not be easy to imt an end to 
an economic activity of such a scale, 
but the business and people involved 
in it shoidd be brought under the 
cover of some specially designed tax- 
ation structure so that the losses it is 
causing to the national exchequer 
could be recovered to some extent 
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UN urged to take notice of 
situation in Afghanistan 



From Our Correspondent 

PESHAWAR - The All Afghanistan 
Federation of Trade Unions has de- 
manded of the United Nations and odi- 
er global forums to t^ke an early notice 
of the situation in Afghanistan, where 
employment and livelihood sources are 
scarce for the war-affected people, and 
fulfil its responsibility in this connec- 
tion. 

The demand was made by the 
AAFTU on the occasion of its second 
annual general body meeting held at Ata 
Labour Hall Peshawar on Friday, On 
this occasion Saida Gul was elected 
President and AsaduUah Majboor as 
General Secretary of the Federation, 
The delegates have also elected 20 
members to the Executive Council, be- 
sides establishing the Youth and Wom- 
en Wings of the J^ederation. 

The <£iy-long convention of the Ali 
Afghanistan Federation of Trade Un- 
ions was attended by leaders and stal- 
warts of 19 different labour unions and 
associations. Besides the Afghan la- 
bourers, the conference was attended by 
representatives of the International La- 
bour Federation and office-bearers of 
various trade unions from the host, Pa- 
kistan. Prominent among them were 



Haji Abdul Latif, Gul Rehman, Malik 
Haseeb, Zahoor Awan, Jehanzeb Khan 
and others. 

A large number of trade unionists 
delivered speeches highlighting their 
common problems. Besides highlight- 
ing their common problems, the labour 
leaders also drew the attention towards 
the increasing unemployment. The 
trade unionists from Pakistan said that 
due to unrealistic policies of the gov- 
ernment the industries are being closed 
while the Afghan trade unionists said 
that no one is willing to reopen indus- 
tries due to uncertain situation of Af- 
ghanistan and in return the labourers are 
becoming jobless. They also supported 
each others' point of views that labour- 
ers from all over this region are facing 
similar problems, therefore, they need 
to join hands. 

Through 9, resolution, the conference 
urged UNO, ILO! and other global or- 
ganisations to speed up efforts for re- 
turn of peace in Afghanistan which is 
possible only through a negotiated so- 
lution to the conflict. It reminded that 1 
thousands of Afghans were facing | 
shortage of food problem. 

It suggested the UN, ILO and other 
global organisations to help resolve the 
conflict as soon as possible. 



NATION 0 5 JUL 1! 

Osama has 
new base in 
Afghanistan 

LONDON (AFP) - Suspected terror- 
ist mastermind Osama bin Laden has 
moved to the hills of eastern Afghani- 
Stan from where he continues to operr 
ate his international netoric, Britain's 
Observer weekly reported Sunday. 

It said he was living in a former 
Soviet collective farm in the village of 
Farmihadda, south of Jalalabad, which 

he bought from the Taliban militia last 
October. 

He moved in two months ago, is 
reportedly protected by his own secu- 
rity and Taliban fighters, and was seen 
in Jalalabad as recentiy as Tuesday. . , 

The Observer cites local landown- 
ers, aid workers, amilitary commander 
and security service informants and 
western sepurity sources for its storyJ 

Bin Laden, a Saudi multi-million: 
aire, is charged by the United States 
with masterminding the near-simultar 
neous bombings of US embassies in 
Dar es Salaam in Tanzania and the 
Kenyan capital Nairobi on August 7} 
1998. The attacks killed 224 people 
and left thousands injured. 

According to the Observer, bin Laden 
has survived two recent assassination 
attempts, while intelligence sources in 
Islamabad said a third was discovered 
six weeks ago and all those involve^! 
were killed. . 
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Afghan donors call 



ISLAMABAD (NNI) - A delegation 
of the Afghan donors visited Afghani- 
stan and held talks with Taliban leaders 
on host of issues, focussing on peace 
process, human rights and terrorism, 
UN sources said Wednesday. 

The delegation met Taliban Foreign 
Minister Mulla Mohammad Hasan and 
apprised him of the decisions of the 
Afghan Support Group (ASG) held in 
Stockholm last month, the sources said. 

A total of 16 Afghanistan donor coun- 
tries, UN agencies and NGOs attended 
the meeting, which had expressed seri- 
ous concern over the lack of national 
reconciliation and continued hostilities 
in the war-torn Afghanistan. The meet- 
ing observed that military solution is no 
answer to Afghan turmoil and called for 
political solution to the 21 -year crisis. 

The delegation has proceeded to 
northern Afghanistan for talks with the 
opposition northern alliance. All mem- 
ber countries of the ASG still recognize 
the ousted Afghan President Burfianud- 
din Rabbani as the legitimate ruler of 
Afghanistan. 

ITie donors conveyed to the Taliban 
leadership their concern over the con- 
tinued fighting, human rights violations 
and poppy cultivation in Afghanistan 
and urged the ruling militia to put an 
end to hostilities, respect to human 
rights and take measures to combat drug 
trafficking. 

Some members of the ASG groups are 
Australia, Britain, Canada, Germany, 
Switzerland Japan Russia, Sweden Den- 
mark Finland and the United States. 

**They told Taliban that the donors can 
not take part in long-term reconstruc- 



tion planning of the war-shattered cpim^ 
try until durable peace is restored,*! the 
sources said. ^^j? 

The ASG Stockholm meeting;had 
considered the necd^ of the war-bati^i>5(J 
country but had made no conunitmehtisi 

The aid agencies had appealed fo^ 1 12 
million dollars for priority sectors' last 
year. Against that donors pledged'^i2 
million dollars but half way through the 
year had actually disbursed onlyj2S9 
million dollars. -ji 

Almost all UN agencies, dealing with 
Afghanistan, are facing funding <^$is 
and they need money to continue tfire^j 
respective activities. ; 

A UNHCR officid said last montfi^ 
Islamabad that despite the continti^ 
desire of substantial numbers of Afghaii 
refugees to return to their homes WJH 
CR suffered its worst-ever funding crj 
sis for its Afghanistan prograinme dur- 
ing 1998, and the outlook is Ibokin^ 
bleak for 1999. ;» 

By October 1998, funding for refti^ 
gee repatriation and reintegration- ha<j 
virtually dried up altogether, e^feii 
though Afghans, once again, were-th^ 
largest assisted returnee group ..any: 
where in the world with 107,000 rejjirnj 
ees going back with UNHCR assistance 
during the course of the year he said; ; 

The UNHCR appealed last yeail jDi 
US$23 million but received only 
US$10.3 million. "This year we;M 
launched aj^peal for US$16.7 milUc^idbut 
we have so far received only US$6.2 nail- 
lion. The UNHCR was forced in Sejrtem-: 
ber last year to start slashing reinteg£a-: 
tion projects inside Afghanistan vand 
was having trouble paying its staff.^f : ; ' 



Rain extinguishes big 
Afghanistan forest: file 



KABUL (AFP) - Steady rain finally 
extinguished a big forest fire in the 
eastern Afghan province of Konar af- 
ter the ruling Taliban's plea for inter- 
national aid remained unanswered. 
Radio Shariat said Tuesday. 'Thank- 
fully, heavy and steady rain completely 
extinguished the big forest fire in Pech 
valley of Konar after it destroyed 30 
square kilometers of jungle and 1 30,000 
logs,* the Taliban mouth-piece said. 

The fire which raged for a month also 
killed more than 300 cattle and con- 



taminate the air, causing respiratory 
troubles in Pech district and its outly- 
ing villages, the station added. 

Lackingthe means and experience to , 
fight the spreading fire, the Taliban,! 
which controls about 80 per cent of 

Afghanistan^, appealed for international 
help to bring it under control, a call 
which apparently went unnoticed. 

According to fiie radio, 2.6 per cent • 
of Afghanistan's soil is covered with 
forests, mostly in eastern and southern ^ 
parts of the country. 
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3 among former 
Afghan deputy' 
speaker killed 

QUETTA (APP) - Three persons 
including a former Afghan deputy 
speaker were shot dead in Sattlite 
town, police, said on Wednesday 
night. : * ■ . ^^y,-, ; 

According to reports after oiffering 
prayer former Afghan deputy speak- 
er Abdul Ahad Popalzai was coming 
out from mosque, two unidentified 
armed men opened indiscriminate fire^ 
on him, as a result of which, .Abdul ' 
Ahad Popalzai and two passers-by 
Sher Mohammad and Nisar Ahmed 
died on the spot. 

The killers lescaped after conmiit- ^ 
ting'^the crime. Police registered a case 
against unidentified killers and start- 
ed investigation. * 



Afghan 
Pgrty launched 

Fi*om Our Correspondent 

PESHAWAR - Various nationalist 
elements in the NWFP, have launched 
a separate progressive political party 
with the name of Afghan National 
Party (ANP). 

Announcement to this effect was 
made by Patron-in-Chief of ANP> 
Khairul Hakeem Hakeem^ai and Sec- 
retary General Ibrar Yusafzai while 
addressing a joint Press conference 
here on Saturday. 

The new nationalist party would 
wage struggle for renaming the prov- 
ince, attainment of provincial auton- 
omy and restoration of the status of 
smaller nationalities in the country, 
they added. 

Afghan leader 
laid to rest 



QUETTA (PPI)-Forracr Deputy 
Speaker Afghanistan Abdul Ahad 
was laid to rest here Saturday. 

It may be recalled here that Abdul 
Ahad along with two colleagues, 
Nisar and Sher Muhammad, was 
gunned down at Satellite Town, Quet- 
ta couple of days ago when they were 
coming out of a mosque after Magh- 
rib prayers. 

Abdul Ahad was 74 years old. His 
son told newsmen that he had no en- 
mity with anyone. 

Slained Abdul Ahad was a close 
associate of . King Zahir Shah and he; 
was a leader of Afghan National Lib- 
eration Front. \ 
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Afghan leader two 
others, shot dead 

By Our Staff Correspondent 



QUETTA, July 15: A former vice- 
chairman in the parliament of the 
deposed King of Afghanistan Zahir 
Shah, Abdul Ahad Popalzai, was 
shot dead by unknown assailants 
along with two other Afghans here 
late on Wednesday night. 

Popalzai received 11 bullets mos- 
tly on his face, said a senior police 
officer of the Satellite Town police 
statioh. The bullets completely dis- 
figured his face, he added. He said 
the assailants were three in niun- 
ber who fired from a close range 
with automatic weapons. 

Popalzai was the chief of Karzai 
tribe, a clan of Popalzai. He was 



attacked while returning home 
after prayers. 

The assailants escaped from the 
scene after committing the crime. 
The bodies of the three victims 
were brought to hospital by police. 

The local police have registered 
a case against unknown armed men 
and a team comprising senior 
police officers has been set up for 
investigation. 

The cause of killing could be an 
old enmity, police claimed. 
However, Hamed Karzai, yoimger 
son of 74-year-old Abdul Ahad, said 
his father had no enmity with any 
group or person. 



Afghan tribes 
Ahad Kharzai's 



From Our Correspndent 

PESHAWAR The elders of various 
tribes from southern and eastern prov- 
inces of Afghanistan in their traditional 
jirga have denounced brutal assassina- 
tion of former parliamentarian Abdul 
Ahad Khan Karzai and stated it an act of 
those who are reluctant to let return of 
peace and, tranquility in that war af-^- 
fected country. 

The jirga held at Miranshah, 
headquarterofNorthWaziristan Agency 
was attended by elders from Paktya, 
Paktika, Khost, Logar, Zabul and other 
provinces of Afghanistan and addressed 
besides others by Haji Badshah Khan 
Zadran, Maulvi Abdul Qayoom 
Neknamm, Haji Khan Sardar, Malik 
Momin Khan, Dr. Baz Mohammad khan 
and others. 

/The speakers m their speeches have 
expressed their grave concern over the 
brutal assassination of late Abdul Ahad 
Khan Karzai and stated it a great loss 



for Afghanistan and its people^pTiey 
reminded that since invasion 
former Soviet bptops itt Afghffi^ 
the late Afghan parliameritariaii has^ 
made hectic efforts for getting just right 
of self determination for jthe Afghans 
who have been made hostages by a few 
war mongers at behest of their foreign 
masters. Similarly, they reminded abouC 
the contribution of late Ktoai who al- 
ways extended maximum support and 
cooperation to the UNO, QIC and other 
internal and external mediators for find- 
ing oyt a negotiated solution to the 
conflict. V t 

The Jifga through a resolution urged 
UNO, OIC and Pakistan to take anearly 
notice of Abdul Ah^ Khan Karzai 
murder and expose the real culprits be- 
fore the world. Likewisei^ the meeting 
has demanded of the host government 
to take early steps for protecting lives 
and properties of the Afghan elders 
residing either in Quetta and Peshawar 
or in other cities and towns of Pakistan. 



i-sponsored 
rally against US in 

Jalalabad today 



PESHAWAR - A Taliban spon- 
sored demonstration will be held to- 
day after Jumma prayer at Jalalabad, 
eastern city of Afghanistan^ against 
the^newed US attempts of buHding 
pressure on Taliban government for 
the extradition of Saudi millionaire 
Ossama ben Laden.- / 

The Peshawar-based representa- 
tives of Taliban are likely to accom- 
pany a media team to the site of dem- 
onstration. In this connection pro- 
Taliban p^es and leaders are also 
being contacted. This is the first ever 
dempristration being organised on 
official kvel iia the wake of the spec- 
ulations about the expected US air- 
strikes against Afghanistan. , Two 
years back a demonstration was also 
held by the JaHban at Kabul as 9 re- 
action to "the American airstrikes 
against Afghanist^ in which an Ital- 
ian national was killed and several 
foreign missions were damaged. 
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Afghan women have full 
business opportunities 



By Sadaqat Jan 

ISLAMABAD ~ The Afghan wom- 
en have proved that how enterpreneur- 
ial spirit can be harnessed if they are 
given a helping hand to begin with. In- 
spite of being considered a rigid socie- 
ty, it allows its women to set up small 
business in order to share the econom- 
ic burden with their men, according to 
Aina, the UN quarterly magazine on 
Afghanistan. 

•Riose women who want to work are 
being helped out by Group Guaranteed 
Lending and Savings (GGLS) pro- 
gramme which is being run by Dutch 
and Swedish governments, UNISEF 
with the funding from UNHCR in 
Nortem Afghanistan. 

The programme, fii^t of its kind in 
Afghanistan since 1995 has disbursed 
no less than 17,000 loans worth over a 
million of dollars, says the UN maga- 
zine. , ^ 

The idea of GGLS was taken from 
Bangladesh where it proved to be high- 
ly successful as far as increasing income 
of a family was concerned by extend- 
ing loans to women. " A small loan of 
between 30 to 200 dollars allows a 
woman to buy raw materials for em- 
brpideray or carpet weaving, start a 
si^ll shop or bakery or raise livestock. 

The UN Magazine quoted a number 
of examples in which both skilled and 
unskilled women were provided loan 



and they had been able not only to re- 
pay loan but also generate income. " 
The project proved remarkably resilient 
and the high repayment rates have 
shown the credit-worthiness of wom- 
en", the Magazine said. 

liie programme operates in two re- 
gions of northern Afghanistan: around 
Andkhoy in Faryab province and Maz- 
ar-e-Sharif in Balkh province. 

The project is administered by local 
couples called promoters, who travel to 
the project areas, receive repayments, 
discuss problems and ensure that 
groups are meeting regularly, Aina says. 

The magazine says ultimate aim of 
the project is to create a local mangage- 
ment organisation pr village bank to 
take over from the foreign donors and 
putting it firmly in local hands for a 
sustainable future. 

Afghanistan's political turbulance 
and the possibility of more disruption 
in future have meant both delays and a 
reappraisal of how such a successor 
organisation should be set up, Aina 
notes. To overcome soaring inflation 
and Afghni's rapid devaluation against 
the US dollar all transactions are made 
in dollars. 

Security and fighting in the region did 
affect the project's operation in 1997 
and 1998. "Despite the turmoil in many 
areas, the economy has recovered and 
the project returned to normal," says the 
Magazine. 
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Osama not 

leaving 
Afghanistan: 
Spokesman 



KABUL, July 30: Afghanistan : 
ruling Taliban Friday denied press 
reports that Saudi dissident Osama 
bin Laden was planning to leave 
Afghanistan. 

'It is an absolutely baseless 
report that Osama has either left or 
is plaiming to leave Afghanistan," 
Maulwi Wakil Ahmed Mutawakil, 
senior Taliban spokesman, said. 

Earlier, the Afghan Islamic Press 
reported that bin Laden had decid- 
ed to leave Afghanistan and seek 
sanctuary in another Islamic coun- 
try because of fears the United 
States might attack him. 

There were reports last week 
that people were fleeing the out- 
skirts of Jalalabad, where bin 
Laden reportedly was hiding out. 
Local Taliban officials denied any 
such exodus, and the city appeared 
to be bustling normally earlier this 
week. 

Taliban announced earlier this 
year that Osama was missing and 
that they had no information about 
his whereabouts. However, 
Mutawakil in an BBC interview 
earlier this month admitted that 
Osama was in Afghanistan under 
tight security. 

"He has been a guest of Afghan 
people since the Afghan jihad 
against the Soviet forces and will 
remain so," the Taliban spokesman 
said. 

Taliban supreme leader MuUa 
Mohammad Omar last week ruled 
out extradition of Osama bin Laden 
from Afghanistan and said that the 
United States had no legal rights to 
demand his extradition. 

Omar said the Taliban would 
protect Osama with their blood. 

The US Assistant Secretary of 
State Karl Inderfurth demanded of 
the Taliban delegation in the last 
week UN-sponsored talks in 
Tashkent to expel Osama from 
Afghanistan. 

Mutawakil said bin Laden was 
not allowed to carry out any politi- 
cal activities from Afghanistan or 
even give press interviews.— NNI 
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Afghan TV station 
defies Taliban 

FAIZABAD-Perched on a peak 
that hangs over a deep valley in the 
Hindu Kush a few miles from Af- 
ghanistan's border wiih China and 
Central Asia, the country " s last yes- 
tige of the 20th century continues 
to flourish. 

The television station, w hich bhiad- 
cas'ts three hours a night to homes within 
a 10 mile range, ovx-rlouk.-, Haizabad. 
;,a\s a report in />ti(Vv Telegraph. 

it.>» population of 10fi,(>()()has no c\c^ ■ 
trie power, so only about 5.U(X) people 
who can afford car batteries or genera 
tors are linked up-The station runs off a 
generator powered by the diesei en- 
gme. 

Faizabad, in Badakhsan province, is 
the base for the Afghan N\)i thern Alli- 
ance, fighting the Taliban militia thai 
rules more than 80 per cent of the 
country. 

When the Taliban capiuicd Kabul in 
1996 it banned all entertaintnenis. in 
eluding muhic, television. video.s and 
sports 

An>onc caught with a television set 
oi videos in Taliban contn)lled areas 
can expect a beating and a six month 
jail sentence. 

Ihe Fai/-abad suliuii i> a model ot 
technical ingenuity under incredibility 

hardship. 

Engineer Muhammad Din. diiccior 
of Badakhshan TV. said: "We have no 
equipment less than 15 years old. few 
video cassettes and only three dilapi- 
dated cameras to record new pro- 
grammes. We have to cobble together 
spare parts when there's breakdown, 
but we survive." Mr Din runs old Ira- 
nian, Indian and American films such 
as Rambo several times a week. *'We 
just cut out the kissings parts," he says. 

He al so runs old documentaries al>oat 
the Afghan Mujahideen's war against 
the Soviet Union in the Eighties and a 
short news bulletin every night, often 
read by a woman who keeps her face 
uncovered although her head is draped 
in a scarf. 



Osama * agrees' to 




ISLAMABAD,(AFP) - Osama bin 
Laden who is wanted by the United 
States has agreed with the ruliilg Islamic 
Taliban militia to leave Afghanistan, the 
Afghan Islamic Press (AIP) said Friday 
quoting sources close to him. 

Saudi Arabian millionaire bin Laden 
is looking for asylum in another coun- 
try, according to (fee agency which op- 
erates from Peshawar in Pakistan. 

But it did not name which countries 
he had approached; 

The United States has posted a five- 
million-dollar reward for any informa- 
tion leading to the arrest of bin Laden, 
accusing him of being behind the twin 
bombings of US embassies in Africa in 
Augu.stl998. 

The unnamed source told AIP if any 
Muslim country offered to take bin Lad- 
en and invited him the Taliban militia 
"is ready to extend full coopera- 
tion." 

. "Osama bin Laden has taken the de- 
cision in view of the possibility of an 
attack by the United States against Af- 
ghanistan and to ease difficulties being 
faced by the host country because of his 
presence," the source told AIP. 

Although bin Laden's stay in Afghan- 
istan had become increasingly difficult 
because of the danger of a US attack 
and the militia's curtailment of his ac- 
tivities, the Taliban "will never oust him 



hation 




0' 



Jill 'I 



forcibly," the "Source said. 

The report from AIP, a usual conduu 
for Taliban statements, did not carry an) 
immediate comment from the Islamic 
militia. 

Last August, Washington launched 
cruise missile attacks on suspected bin 
Laden terrorist camps in Afghanistan to 
hit back for the August 7 bombings in 
Nairobi and Dar es Salaam which killed ' 

224 people. 

Bin Laden, who has been stripped of 
his Saudi nauonality, is widely hailed ' 
by radicallslamic forces in Afghanistan 
and Pakistan as a hero of Islam. 

A pro-Taliban Pakistani religious 
party, Jamiat Ulema Islam, has held two 
large rallies this month in Karachi and ^ 
Peshawar warning Islamic forces would 
retaliate if the United States attacked 
Afghanistan. 

The Taliban leadership has consist- ' 
ently refused US demands to expel him 
despite moundng pressure, rejecdng 
allegations of terrorism against him and 
underscoring protection for bin Laden 
according to Islamic laws. 

Washington earUer this month im- 
posed economic sanctions against Af- 
ghanistan for harbouring die Saudi dis- 
sident. 

And in late June, it closed six of its , 
embassies in Africa for fear of further 
attacks. 
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Taliban will not extradite 

Osama bin Laden 



From Our Correspondent 

WASHINGTON-TheTalebanmove- 
nient in Afghanistan says it will not 
extradite Saudi exile Osama bin Laden 
to the United States to face trial here . 

The Taleban's chief spokesman, 
Wakil Ahmad Muttawakil, said Taleban 
were prepared to negotiate with the US 
and others about bin Laden, and the 
accusations levelled at him, provided 
"these Slates prove such accusations". 
So far, he said, the US failed to present 
any proof showing his involvement in 
any lerronst act. 

The comments appeared to be a re- 
sponse to a US offer to negotiate with 
the Taleban to bringbin Laden to Uial in 
connection with the attacks on the US 
embassies in Kenya and Tanzania. The 
United States has suddenly intensified 
get -Osama campaign. 

The subject is believed to hit vc fig- 
ured during Chnton-Nawaz meeting 
here last week apart from Kargil. An- 
other topic which was broached by 
Clinton was non-proliferation amid re- 
pijrls thai Saudi Defence Mini.ster Prince 
Sultan made an unusual visit to Paki- 
stan's sensitive nuclear and missiles 
sites two months ago. 

Mutwakkal said that Taleban had no 
extradition agreements with any coun- 
try. The spokesman said the Taleban 
would try bin Laden in accordance with 
Islamic law. 



He said it would be impossible to 
expect the Taleban to hand over these 
individuals or accept demands that they 
leave Afghan territory. The offer fol- 
lowed President Clinton's impositi«)n 
of trade and financial sanctions on the 
Taleban in an effort to persuade them to 
hand over bin Laden. 
. On Thursday, the Taleban acknowl- 
edged that the militant Saudi million- 
aire was in the country, and that he was 
looking after his security. A spokesman 
for the movement said it was open to the 
possibility of negotiatiorts on his future. 

State Department Deputy Spokesman 
James Foley responded by saying: "We 
would welcome the opportunity to ne- 
gotiate bin Laden' s return to face jus- 
tice. We contiiiue to urge the Taleban to 
resolve this issue. Bringing bin Laden 
to justice remains our bottom line ' 

The US government says it has faced 
contradictory messages from the 
Taleban over the last weeks. "The 
Taleban has been trying to send sig- 
nals," James Foley said." We've seen 
press reports that they want to negotiate, 
with us ... other reports say that they 
have no intention to turn him over and 
that he is protected in Afghanistan " 

In an exclusive interview with die 
BBC Pashto Service, the Taleban' s chief 
spokesman, Wakil Ahmad Mutawakil, 
had said a Taleban intelligence unit was 
overseeing bin Laden 's movements and 
activities. He said bin Laden was not 



able to carry out any terrorist attacks 
from Afghan soil. Analysts read this 
statement as a hint that the Saudi exile 
could be under house arrest in Afghani- 
stan. 

Mr Mutawakil added the information 
on bin Laden was kept secret to main- 
tain the safety of ordinary Afghans. 
Last August, the US launched cruise 
missile attacks on targets in Afghani- 
stan suspected of being connected to the 
Saudi dissident. 

He was recently added to the FBI's 
**L0 most wanted" list, with a $5m re- 
ward. 

Meanwhile the Taleban leadership 
has said it can guarantee the safety of all 
Americans in the country. The an- 
nouncement was made by a spokesman 
for the Taleban supreme leader, Mullah 
Mohammed Omar of the few Ameri- 
cans in the country, most work for aid 
agencies. 

In another development the United 
Nations has said more than one-million 
people in Afghanistan will need food 
aid in the next 18 months because of a 
drop in cereal production this year. 

Two UN agencies, the World Food 
Programme and the Food and Agricul- 
ture Agency, said the country faced a 
shortfall of more than three-hundred- 
thousand tons of cereals, because the 
mildest winter in 40 years had produced 
little snow and so deprived crops of 
melt water. 
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Taliban deny Pakistan army help 

KABUL, July 15: Afghanistan's tion and some news agencies about 

ruling Taliban movement on the entrance to Afghanistan of 

Thursday denied reports thousands Pakistani military men for fighting 

of Pakistani troops had joined its are totally baseless," said Amir 

ranks for a major offensive on its Khan Muttaqi, the Taliban's infor- 

last main foe. mation and culture minister, in a 

"The allegations by the'opposi- statement.— Reuters 



U S again asks Taliban to expel Osama 

Pn>tection to Osama 
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at aU costs: Omar 



Security beefed up around US facilities 



By Nafees Takkar 



ISLAMABAD - Taliban supreme 
leader Mullah Omar in a forceful state- 
rnent Tuesday defended Osama bin Lad- 
en and expriess^d his disappointment 
over the fuct that not a single Muslim 

country was found to host bin Laden 
due to US pressure. 

" I feel sorry for those Afghans and 
Muslims of the world who adopt them- 
selves with American norms and sys- 
tems, but not with the norms and sys- 
tems of Quran," said Mullah Omar in a 
statement titled, "Rece^t stand of Amir- 
ul-Momenin on Osama bin Laden", is- 
sued by the Embassy of the Islamic 
Emirate of Afghanistan, Islamabad. 

The Taliban supreme leader said the 
Muslims would be astonished that "how 
it might be possible that in the whole 
Islamic world not even a single coun- 
try is found for a Muslim (Osama bin 
Laden) to live in, because of the Amer- 
icans." 

Mullah Omar's statement on Osama 
bin Laden is a clear reaction from Tali- 
ban side over the renewal of US de- 
mand, asking Taliban to hand over Sau- 
di dissident Osama bin Laden to Wash- 
ington. The, US Under Secretary of State 
Karl Inderfurth has revived the demand 
of handing over Osama to US during a 
meeting between Taliban Information 
Minister Mulla Amir Khan Muttaqi and 
Karl Inderfurth. The meeting took place 
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during the recent 6+2 group conference 
held at Tashkent. 

Taliban's Information Minister Mul- 
lah Amir Khan Muttaqi later admitted 
that members of 6+2 group raised the 
issue of Osama bin Laden. In an inter- 
view with VOA, he said the group mem- 
bers alleged Taliban for providing bas- 
es to terrorists.. 

Mullah Omar's recent statement from 
his base in Kandhar once again makes 
clear the Taliban stand on Osama bin 

Laden ^that Taliban would not hand 

over the Arab dissident to US or any 
other country. 

The Clinton administration accuses 
Bin Laden of masterminding the two 
US embassies in Kenya and Tanzania, 
which killed more than 250 people on 
August?, 1998. 

US believes bin Laden is living in Tal- 
iban-controlled Afghanistan. On the 
other hand, Taliban told the world a few ■ 
months back that Osama was missing 
and was out of their contact. 

Led by its belief that Osama is still in. 
Afghanistan, US imposed curbs on Af- 

ghanistan on July^, 1999 to punish Tal- . 
iban for hosting thf Arab dissident. The 
US demands that the Taliban expel bin 
Laden to the Utiited States or to a third 
country where he would face justice for 
alleged crimes. 

Besides imposition of curbs, US also 
attacked the adleged bases of Osama bin 
Laden in Af;ghanistan and Sudan in Au- 
gmi 1998. The US air-strikes on Af- 
ghanistan received a public anger in Af- 
ghanistan and the rest of the Islamic 
belt. 

The US has placed bin Laden on the 
FBIs "10 most wanted list" last month 
with a US $5 million reward offered for 
information leading to his arrest. 

The US Under Secretary of State Karl 
Inderfurth has again asked Taliban to 
hand over Saudi dissident Osama bin 
Laden to Washington. The issue came 
under discussion during meeting be- 
tween Taliban Information Minister, 
Mulla Amir Khan Muttaqi and Karl In- 
derfurth. . 

In an interview with VOA, Muttaqi 
admitted that the participants of the Six 
plus two group did refer to Osama's is- 
sue. Most of them smd that terrorist are 
Hving in the Taliban controlled areas in 



Taliban not to 
succumb to US 
pressure on 
Osama: Omar 

ISLAMABAD (NNI) - The su- 
preme leader of the Taliban, Mullah 
Muhammd Omar Mujahid has said 
they would not surrender to the US 
demands saying Washington does not 
have the right to ask for the extradi- 
tion of Saudi dissident Osama bin 
Laden. 

In a statement on Sunday, he said 
Taliban would welcome to embrace 
martyrdom but would never succumb 
to the demands for expulsion of the 
Saudi dissident Osama. 

The statement followed the US 
State Department warning to the 
American citizens in Pakistan asking 
them to be much careful as the Af- 
ghan extremists are planning to attack 
US interests in Pakistan. 

The United States has since long 
been demanding the expulsion of the 
Saudi dissident as Washington has 
accused him having hands in the US 
embassies bombings in Kenya and 
Tanzania last year. 
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Atghanisian and these areas have turned 
into terrorists bases, he said. "We dis- 
missed these assertions with arguments 
and told them that during our rule, none 
of terrorist had ever entered into Af- 
ghanistan" said Muttaqi. 

He said that Taliban have not brought 
bin Laden into Afghanistan rather they 
have inherited him from the previous 
regime. Those opposing Osama were 
earlier supporting him, he said. Osama, 
he said, is not allowed to carry out oper- 
ation against others. Not only Osama 
but nobody is allowed to use the Afghan 
territory against others, Muttaqi said. 
Miangul Naeem from Peshawar re- 
ports: As the speculated *get Osama' 
operation is again gaining space in print 
riiedia, the security in and around for- 
eign missions iii the Provincial capital 
on Tuesday has been beefed up and the 
^foreign nationals; have been directed to 
restrict their movement to their offices. 

The busy road in front of the US Con- 
sulate at Peshawar cantonment, which 
was reopened for traffic a few months 
before after the resentment caused by 
the US strikes on Afghanistan cooled 
down, was again blocked for every kind 
of traffic. 
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Taliban-deny information 

about Osama 



KABUL, July 5: The Taliban said 
on Monday it had no information 
on reports that Osama bin Laden 
had moved to a new base in 
Afghanistan. 

"We have no information whatso- 
ever about this report. The Taliban 
have no agreement or information 
in this regard. We can't say more 
than that,'* Abdul Hai Mutmaen, a 
key Taliban spokesman, said. 

"We can't say anything, whether 
he is here or out of the country. We 
have no clue about his presence 



Taliban shrug off 
US sanctions 



PESHAWAR, July 7: Afghanis- 
tan's Taliban administration chief 
Mullah Mohammad Omar on 
Wednesday shrugged off sanctions 
recently announced by the United 
States on the mihtia for sheltering 
Osama bin Laden. 

"We don't care about the 
American sanctions which were 
imposed due to the deep differ- 
ences' between the Taliban and the 
US government," the reclusive 
Taliban leader told the Peshawar- 
based private AIP news service by 
telephone from Kandahar. 

"The United States has certain 
designs regarding Afghanistan" 
which had led to the differences 
between » his militia and 
Washington, he said. 

Omar said the United States had 
never demanded the expulsion of 
the dissident Saudi national when 
it was dealing with the previous 
Afghan government. 

The Taliban leader said he had 
been unaware of Osama's where- 
abouts since the Taliban announ- 
ced that the Aratb had gone miss- 
ing from the territory under its 
control, earlier this year. 

President Clinton on Mohday 
signed an executive order impos- 
ing financial sanctions that would 
deepen th6 international isolation 
of the Islamic militia. — dpa 
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now," Mutmean said. 

He was reacting to a report in 
London's Sunday Observer that Bin 
Laden had established new bases 
near Jalalabad. 

The Taliban said in February 
that Bin Laden had "disappeared" 
with his bodyguards and a special 
Taliban unit set up to watch over 
him and it had no clue as to his 
whereabouts. Washington says Bin 
Laden is still in Afghanistan and 
has not ruled out more strikes to 
neutralize him. — ^Reuters 



Taliban ready to 
discuss Osama 
issue with US 

I 

PESHAWAR (DPA) - Afghanistan's 
ruling Islamic Taliban movement 
Thursday said it was willing to discuss 
with the United States the issue of Osa- 
ma bin Laden, die private Afghan Is- 
lamic Press (AIP) agency reported. 

Taliban spokesman Wakeel Ahmed 
: Mutawwakil told the Peshawar-based 
agency that Osama was living in Af- 
ghanistan, under special Taliban secu- 
rity. 

On Monday President Bill Clinton 
imposed trade sanctions against Af- 
ghanistan for the Taliban's failure to 
hand over Osama to the United States. 

Washington wants to try Osama on 
charges of sponsoring attacks on Amer- 
ican interests worldwide, including last 
August's devastating bombings of 
American embassies in Kenya and Tan- 
zania in which more than 200 people 
were killed and 4,000 were wounded. 

Taliban supreme leader Mullah Mu- 
hammad Omar Wednesday shrugged off 
the sanctions imposed for sheltering 
Osama bin Laden, saying his adminis- 
tration was not aware of his wherea- 
bouts. 



Osama still in iss!::? 
Afghanistan, 
say Taliban 



ISLAMABAD, July 8: The 
Taliban said on Thursday that 
Osama bin Laden was still in the 
country under a special Taliban-led 
guard. 

Confirmation of Bin Laden's 
whereabouts was made public by 
the movement's chief spokesman, 
Wakil Ahmad Mutawakil, in a tele- 
phone call to the independent 
Afghan Islamic Press (AIP). 

"Osama bin Laden is in 
Afghanistan but nobody knows 
anything about him except the spe- 
cific commission (guards), which is 
good for his safety," the official 
told the agency. ^ 

Mutawakil was speaking the day 
after the Taliban's supreme leader. 
Mullah Mohammad Omar, said he 
had no idea of the whereabouts of 
Osama bin Laden. 

Mutawakil's statement suggest- 
ed that the Taliban had been in 
contact with a special guard it 
placed on Bin Laden earlier this 
year before announcing in 
February that he had "disap- 
peared" and his whereabouts were 
not known. 

The specially appointed guard 
was supposed to shadow Bin Laden 
and protect him and also to enforce 
Taliban demands that the reclusive 
ex-millionaire not use Afghanistan 
as the base for any military opera- 
tions. 

The Taliban official said "all the 
restrictions" were still on Bin 
Laden, who has called for the with- 
drawal of US troops from Saudi 
Arabia and the overthrow of the 
Saudi royal family. 

Mutawakil said no one had 
proved Bin Laden's involvement in 
the bombings of the American 
embassies in Kenya and Tanzania 
in which 250 people were killed. 

"Nobody at present has any 
proof against Osama, but still he is 
blamed," the Taliban official com- 
plained. The Taliban instructed its 
supreme court to investigate the 
terrorism charges but the US and 
other states ignored the offer. 

Mutawakil said the Taliban 
wanted to talk to the US about 
Osama. 

"We are ready to talk with 
America over Osama. We want the 
matter to be solved, but nobody lis- 
tens to us," he said. 

On Wednesday an executive 
White House order banned trade 
with Taliban-held Afghanistan in 
what was seen as a political punish- 
ment, rather than an economic one. 

Afghanistan exports little apart 
from raw opiimi, the main ingredi- 
ent of heroin. The US said the 
value of its trade with Taliban-held 



Afghanistan w^s worth about 24 
million dollars a year last year, 
seven million dollars in U$ imports 
from the country. 

The US sanctions follow the tem- 
porary closure of .some US 
embassies in Africa after US offi- 
cials said they were under suspi- 
cious surveillance. 

The US and Britain have stopped 
their nationals working for the 
U.N. aid programme in 
Afghanistan for fear th.at they 
might be singled out for attack in 
retaliation for bombing raids on 
Iraq over its nuclear weapons pro- 
gramme. 

PAPERS: Kuwaiti security forces 
have arrested an Arab man who 
was allegedly trying to smuggle 
false Kuwaiti citizenship papers to 
Osama bin Laden, according to a 
published report on Thursday. 

In an exclusive report, al-Rai al- 
Aam newspaper reported Kuwaiti 
police arrested the unidentified 
Arab man on July 3 at Kuwait's 
southwestern border point of al- 
Salmi as he was trying to exit the 
country illegally. 

After discovering that the man 
had been travel-banned in the Gulf 
state for failing to make court 
appearances, police searched his 
belonging and discovered a forged 
Kuwaiti citizenship certificate 
bearing the photograph of Bin 
Laden. 

The paper said that when ques- 
tioned about the forged document, 
the Arab man t6ld police "that he 
was commissioiied to deliver the 
false citizenship paper to Oslama 
bin Laden." 

The Arab national reportedly 
also told police "that Bin Laden 
visited. Kuwait dn 1996 disguised, 
and that he was hosted by a big 
Kuwaiti family, and that he man- 
aged to leave the country the same 
way he entered vidthout revealing 
his identity." 

Kuwait's ministry of interior said 
he had no knowledge thus far 
about security forces holding the 
Arab suspect allegedly linked to 
Bin Laden. 

"I was surprised when I the read 
the al-Rai al-Aam newspaper 
today," said a spokesman: 

The US embassy in Kuwait 
recently is^ed a circular to its citi- 
zens in the country to be vigilant 
and on the alert for any possible 
terrorist attacks. 

READY FOR TALKS: Mutaw- 
wakali said that Taliban was will- 
ing to discuss with the United 
States on the issue of terrorist mas- 
termind Osama bin Laden. 
— Reuters/dpa 




Taliban guarantee 
security for 
Americans 

KABUL (AFP) - The hardline Is- 
lamic Taliban regime Saturday moved 
to reassure Washington that the secu- 
rity of all Americans living inside Af- 
ghanistan would be guaranteed. 

'All the lives of Americans in Af- 
ghanistan are safe,* Taliban supreme 
leader, Mulla Mohommad Omar, said 
in an announcement from the militia's 
defacto capital of Kandahar in south- 
em Afghanistan. 

'For any American coming here with 
a visa, or official government docu- 
ments, their security is guaranteed,' 
Omar said, according to his official 
spokesman, Wakil Ahmad 
Mutawakel. 

No diplomatic relations exist between 
the Taliban and Washington, however, 
the US government has become in- 
censed by the militia which continues 
to provide sanctuary for the alleged 
terrorist Osama bin Laden. 

Washington suspects bin Laden of 
plotting attacks on the US embassies in 
the East African cities of Nairobi and 
Dares Salaam last August which killed 
224 people. 

Fear of terrorist attacks, presumably 
from bin Laden or his network, late last 
month prompted Washington to close 
six of its embassies in Africa. Five 
have reopened but the mission in Mada- 
gascar remains closed. 

Bin Laden was implicated in the 
bombing of New York's World Trade 
Center in 1993 and of a US military 
complex in Saudi Arabia in 1996 but 
Washington diplomacy and a five-mil- 
lion-dollar reward have failed to dis- 
lodge bin Laden. 
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Pakistan places Tashkent 
Declaration on public record 



ISLAMABAD (Internews) - The 
government of Pakistan on Thursday 
officially placed the text of the Six-plus- 
Two group's Tashkent Declaration, 
signed by it earlier this week in the 
Uzbekistan capital, on public record. 

The Six-plus-Two meeting on Af-' 
ghanistan was attended by deputy for- 
eign ministers of China, Iran, Pakistan, 
Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, 
Russia, the United and the United Na- 
tions secretary-general's special envoy 
on Afghanistan. 

The meeting ended with the signing 
on July 19 of the Tashkent Declaration 
and according to the government 
record, the following is the text of the 
Declaration: 

Title: *Tashkent Declaration on the 
Fundamental Principles of a Peaceful 
Settlement of the Conflict in Afghani- 
stan." 

Text: *The deputy ministers of for- 
eign affairs of the Six-plus-Two group, 
consisting of the -states bordering on 
Afghanistan - the People's Republic of 
China, the Islamic Republic of Iran, the 
Islamic Republic of Pakistan, the Re- 
public of Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and 
the Republic of Uzbekistan - as well as 
the Russian Federation and the United 
States of America, having met in [the 
Uzbek capital] Tashkent on 19th-20th 
July 1999 with the participation of Spe- 
cial Envoy of the United Nations Sec- 
retary General for Afghanistan Lakh- 
dar Brahimi, having considered the sit- 
uation in Afghanistan^ being sincere 
friends of the Afghan people and wish- 
ing peace and prosperity for Afghani- 
stan, have afHirmed the following prin- 
ciples. "We express the profoimd con- 
cern of our governments at the contin- 
uing military confrontation in Afghan- 
istan which is posing a serious and 
growing threat to regional and interna- 
tional peace and security. 

"We remain conunitted to a peaceful 
political setdement of the Afghan con- 
flict, in accordance with the relevant 
provisions of the resolutions and deci- 
sions of the General Assembly and the 
Security Council of the United Nations, 
and we, in particular, recall the "points 
for discussion" and the "issues on 
which general understanding have been 
achieved," adopted earlier by the coun- 
tries of the Six-plus-Two group. 

"We confirm that the United Nations, 
as a universally recognised mediator, 
must continue to play a central and im- 
partial role in international efforts to 
achieve a peaceful solution of the 
Afghan conflict and Wc confirm 
again our full support for the efforts 
of the Special Envoy of the Secre- 
tary General for Afghanistan and the 
work of the United Nations Special 
Mission to Afgh^i^jtan. "We con- 
,firm^g,^in our firmx^ommitraent.to 
the sovereignty, independence, ter- 
ritorial integrity and national unity of 
Afghanistan. 

"We express our profound concern 
about the violations of human rights, 
including those of ethnic minorities and 
women and girls, as well as the viola- 
tions of international humanitarian law 
that are taking place in Afghanistan. 
'*We^e de^yjvorried^bout the^ 



steady increase in the cultivation, pro- 
duction and illicit trafficking of narcot- 
ics and the illegal sale of arms, which 
have far-reaching unfavourable conse* 
quences not only for the region but be- 
yond it as well. 

"We are also concerned about the use 
of Afghan territory, especially areas 
controlled by the Taleban to conceal and 
train terrorists, and about the fact that 
dangerous consequences of such ac- 
tions tan be seen in Afghanistan, in the 
neighbouring countries and far beyond 
its borders. "Following the aforemen- 
tioned, we have come to the following 
conclusions: 

1 . "We are convinced that there is no, 
military solution to the Afgh^ui conflict 
and this must be settled through peace- 
ful political negotiations with the aims 
of establishing a multi-ethnic and fully 
representative government on a wide 
bases. - ' • 

2. "Accordingly, we urge the sides in 
Afghanistan to resume political nego- 
tiations aimed at achieving these gods. 

3. "With the purpose of assisting the 
cessation of hostilities, which we con- 
sider essential, we have further agreed 
not to provide military support to any 
Afghan sides and to prevent the use of 
our territories for such puiposes. We call 
upon the international community to 
take identical measures to prevent the 
delivery of weapons to Afghanistan. 

4. "We express our readiness to pro- 
mote direct negotiations between the 
Afghan sides under the auspices of the 
United Nations in accordance with the 
relevant resolutions and decisions of the 
General Assembly and Security Coun- 
cil of the United Nations and this Decr 
laration in order to conclude an inter- 
Afghan agreement on the implementa- 
tion of paragraph one mentioned above. 
As members of the Six-plus-Two group 
we are fully determined to provide our 
individual and collective support to this 
process. , 

5. "We think that the process oif ne- 
gotiations must be conducted under the 
auspices of the United Nations and may 
consist of two stages. 

(a) "The main purpose of the fir^t 
stage is to adopt measures to reinforce 
mutual trust. These nieasures will in- 
clude: 

(i) *The signing of an agreement on 
an immediate and unconditional cease- 
fire without any pre-conditions; 

(ii) *The holding of direct negotia- 
tions at this stage between the plenipo- 
tentiary delegations of the two main 
conflicting sides - the United Front [the 
United Islamic Front for the Salvation 
of Afghanistan] and the Taleban move- 
ment, including on: 

- the exchange of POWs; 

- lifting internal blockades and open- 
ing roads for reciprocal trade and the 
delivery of humanitarian aid on the ter- 
ritories controlled by various Afghan 
groups. 

(b) "The main purpose of the second 
stage is to draw up basic principles of 
the future state structure of Afghanistan 
by the Afghans themselves and to form 
on a wide basis a multi-ethnic and fully 
representative government within a 
short period of time. , 



6. **Those of us who have common 
borders widi Afghanistan, proceeding 
from a common desire to take effective 
and coordinated measures to combat 
illicit drug-trafficking, have agreed, on 
a bilateral and multilateral basis, to step 
up effective and coordinated measures 
to combat illicit drug-trafficking. In this 
connection, we recall and conSiim the 
important role played by the United 
Nations Drug Control Programme in 
this process. 

7. "We urge the Taleban movement 
to inform the government of the Islam- 
ic Republic of Iran and the United Na- 
tions about the results of their investi- 
gations into the killings of the diplo- 
matic and consular staff of the Consu- 
late-General of the Islamic Republic of 
Iran in Mazar-e Sharif and of die corre- 
spondent of the Islamic Republic (of 
Iran] News Agency, and we call on the " 
Taleban to cooperate; fiiUy with the in- 
ternational investigation into these kill- 
ings with the purpose of punishing the 
guilty parties. 

8. rWe uigethe Afghan sides, partic- 
ularly the Taleban movement, to cease 
providing shelter to intanational terror- 
ists and their organizations and train- 
ing them and to cooperate with the ef- 
forts to bring terrorists to justice. 

9. "We are fiilly determined to make 
every effort to encourage the Afghan 
parties to respect fully the basic human 
rights and fundamental freedoms of all 
Afghan people in accorclance with the 
basic norms of international law, 

10. "We are prepared to cooperate 
with the new Afghan government 
which will be established in accordance 
with aforementioned paragraph one, in 
all aspects with the purpose of strength- 
ening security and stability in Af- 
ghanistan and m the region, of return- 
ing Afghan refugees back to their na^ 
tive places and ensuring the soonest re- 
habilitation and reconstruction of Af- 
ghanistan through support from UN 
agencies and programmes, internation- 
al financial organizkions and donor 
countries. 

11. "We call upon the international 
community to respond to the inter-in- 
stitutional appeal on joint actions on 
rendering Afghanistan emergency hu- 
manitarian aid and rehabilitation assist- 
ance for the period between 1st Janu- 
ary and 3 1st December 1999, voiced by . 
the. [UN] Secretary General, bearing in 

V mind also the existence of the emergen- 
cy targeted fund for Afghanistan. Sup- 
port for demining is of particular im- 
portance. 

12. "We call upon the international 
community to support these pn^sals 
and take coordinated steps to ensure the 
soonest settlement of the conflict in 
Afghanistan and we also call upon all 
forces in Afghaiiistan to show political 

- will and^wlsdom,jov'erCome their disa- 
greements and mutiiar hostilities and 
not to miss a historic opportunity to 
achieve stable and long-lasting peace. 

13. *The present Declaration is writ- 
ten in two originals, in English and 
Russian and both texts are equally au- 
thentic. Arranged in the city of 
Tashkent, Republic of Uzbekistan, on 
19th July 1999, 
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Taliban conditionaily 
ready for Osama's 
trial in third country 

WASHINGTON (NNI) - Taliban 
say that Saudi dissident Osama bin 
Laden could be tried in a third coun- 
try except Saudi Arabia and the Unit- 
ed States on the condition that the 
suspetoted terrorist agrees to it, reports 
VOA. 

The broadcast referred to the report 
of a London-based Arabic daily, "Al- 
Sharq al-Ausat" quoting a spokesman 
of Taliban, Wakil Ahmed as saying 
that Laden would not be expelled 
from Afghanistan forcibly. He said 
the Saudi millionaire might have shift- 
ed toi somewhere in Afghanistan. He said 
Laden was kept under the supervision of 
a special force so that he may not act 
against any other country. 

Saudi Arabia and the United States 
are pursuing Bin Laden for his alleged 
involvement in several terrorist activ- 
ities besides the bomb explosions in 
US embassies in Kenya and Tanza- 
nia last year. 



Afghan 
minister 
due today 



ISLAMABAD, July 11: The for- 
eign minister of Afghanistan, 
Mullah Mohammad Hassan, who 
arrives here on Monday, will hold 
talks with Foreign Minister Sartaj 
Aziz on matters of bilateral and 
regional interest, including repatri- 
ation of tens of thousands of 
Afghan refugees, who, after shift- 
ing from camps, were now living in 
almost aU the cities of Pakistan. 

Mullah Hassan, who will be 
accompanied by a 9-member dele- 
gation, will also meet senior offi- 
cials of the ministries of foreign 
Affairs and communications. 

Afghan refugees have not only 
set up businesses in Pakistan but 
also occupied laboiu: jobs, denying 
local people of their livelihood. 
— PPI 
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KABUL (AFP) - Afghani Taliban 
leaders have told the United Nations 
special envoy Lakhdar Brahimi they are 
ready for fence-mending talks with both 
the United States and Iran, official me- 
dia said Saturday. 

Brahimi proposed the Islamic militia 
start talking to the US and Iran when 
he met the head of the Taliban ruling 
council MuUa Mohammad Rabbani on 
Friday, they said, adding Rabbani ac- 
cepted the proposal. 

The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan 

is always ready for talks with the Unit- 
ed States and Iran,' the Taliban official 
daily newspaper Heywad quoted Rab- 
bani as saying during the meeting with 
Brahimi. The Islamic militia is under 
pressure from the US for sheltering and 
refusing to expel alleged terrorist Osa- 
ma bin Laden, wanted by Washington 
for the August 1 998 bombings of Amer- 
ican missions in East Africa. 

The Taliban's relations with Iran, 
which supports the Afghani opposition 
Northern Alliance, have always been 
under strain. 

Last year Iran massed thousands ot 
troops on its border with Afghanistan 
after the kUlmg of Iranian diplomats m 
Mazar-i-Sharif in the north of the coun- 
try, but the crisis was defused, with. UN 
mediation. . • 

The UN envoy arrived here Thursday 
on a visit aimed at promoting a peace 
. process between the Taliban and the 
Northern Alliance following a July 20- 
2\ meeting between their representa- 
tives in Uzbekistan. 
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The Tashkent peace talks were held 
within a UN-sponsored group of eight 
countries, which has been trying to per- 
suade the Afghani adversaries to nego- 
tiate a power-sharing arrangement. 

The group is made up of six coun- 
tries bordering Afghanistan — China, 
Iran, Pakistan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan 
and Uzbekistan plus the United 
States and Russia. 

The Tashkent discussions produced 
no concrete results, but the delegates 
agreed to hold further talks in future. 

NNI adds: Meanwhile, Taliban Infor- 
mation Minister Ameer Khan Muttaqi 
told the Peshawar-based Pushto daily 
"Wahdat" on phone from Kabul that the 
two leaders held constructive talks and 
discussed host of issues concerning Af- 
ghan conflict. 

Taliban relations have been strained 
with the neighbouring Iftm and the Unit- 
ed States on host of issues. Ties soured 
between Iran and Taliban after the ren- 
egade militia figjiters kiUed 10 Iranian 
diplomats and a joumalist in the north- 
em town of Mazar-I-Sharif last year. 

The presence of Saudi national Osa- 
ma bin Laden is the main^teason of 
strained relations between Washington 
and the rule^ in Kabul. Taliban have 
rejected U.S' demand for Osama's ex- 
tradition. 

*The UN envoy insisted on holding 
talks with the opposition. Our side made 
it clear to Brahimi that Taliban are not 
against dialogue but the rivals have nev- 
er been sincere in talks," Muttaqi quot- 
ed Rabbani as telling Brahimi. 



Omar slams world 
for not recognising 
Taliban govt 

ISLAMABAD (NNI) - The Taliban 
supreme leader Mullah Mohammad 
Omar Thursday slammed the interna- 
tional worid for not recognising the 
Taliban government, saying "the Islam- 
ic Emirate of Afghanistan" enjoyed full 
public support. 

*.The foreign countries' opposition of 
the policies of the Islamic Emirate of 
Afghanistan is neither inappropriate and 
unjust. The public opinion of the ma- 
jority, and not a handful of defeated 
politicians, consider the Taliban as the 
representatives of the nation," Omar 
said in a statement. 

Only three countries, Pakistan, Saudi 
Arabia and the UAE have extend rec- 
ognition to the Taliban as a government 
The United Nations still considers the 
deposed President Burhanuddin Rabba- 
ni as the legitimate ruler of the country. 

Omar said the Taliban were the gen- 
uine representatives of the people with 
complete control over 29 provinces, 
maintaining Islamic law, ensuring Se- 
curity to the lives and properties of the 
people. 

The statement came after the Taliban 
launched a major offensive on the op- 
position Northern Alliance immediate- 
ly after the UN-sponsored peace talks 
in Tashkent failed. 

The Taliban leader said it was evident 
from the history that no force could rule 
the diverse Afghan nation by force. The 
fact that Taliban government has found 
acceptance and is continuing to be in 
power proves that the nation supports 
the Taliban, Omar said. 

He said the Afghan pation supported 
the Islamic Emkate of Afghanistan and 
backed it so as to consummate die je- 
had and to reconstruct the war-ravaged 
country under the flag of Islam. 

NATION 




Taliban chide UN for 
supporting opposition 



KABUL (AFP) - Afghanistan's rul- 
ing Taliban Monday accused Wash- 
ington of hounding the militia over 
alleged terrorist Osama bin Laden and 
chided the United Nations for support- 
ing the country's opposition. 

In a rare outburst through the official 
media, Taliban authorities also said US 
President Bill Clinton based his for- 
eign policy "on his personal complexes 
and sexual illness" and had turned bin 
Laden into a hero. . 

"The Clinton government has made 
Osama bin Laden an enemy of Ameri- 
cans and created fear and panic for 
them " the official Shariat weekly news- 
paper said in an editorial. 

"Osama was in Afghanistan from 
long time as an ordinary Mujahed guest. 

"He might have made some Mujahed 
utterances. That might be^the case, but 
nobody has the proof that Osama has 
taken a step in practice against America 
or any other country," it said. 

The hardline Islamic Taliban is fac- 
ing increasing international isolation 
as its leadership continues to |iarbour 
alleged terrorist bin Laden, and cur- 
tails civil liberties by imposing a strict 
interpretation of Sharia law; 

Washington suspects bin Laden of 
plotting attacks on two US embassies 
in East Africa last August whicph killed 
224 people. The 4 1 -year old Saudi dis- 
sident was also implicated in the bomb- 
ing of New York's Worid Trade Center 
in 1993 and of a US military complex 
in Saudi Arabia in 1996. 

Last week the US froze Taliban fi- 
nancial and property assets and slapped 
economic sanctions on the militia as 
part of diplomatic efforts aimed at forc- 
ing the militia to hand over bin Laden. 

*Trom the very start ... the Clinton 



administration has been hounding the 
Islamic Emirate and has stopped at 
nothing from hostile propaganda to 
military aggression against it." 

"Under various excuses, it is waging 
both a cold and hot war, 

"The Clinton administration put a 
reward of five million dollars on Osama, 
thus making him a hero against 
America, to frighten all Americans." 
This had, "caused much anti-Ameri- 
can hatred in the region". 

"In short, the foreign policy of the 
Clinton government, which is based on 
his personal complexes and sexual ill- 
ness, is running against American in- 
terests," the editorial said. 

The outburst coincided with claims 
by Talibati Foreign Minister, Mulla 
Mohammad Hassan, that the militia 
stood unduly accused thwarting peace 
efforts in Afghanistan where civil war 
has waged since 1992, while the UN 
supported "the murderers" in the alli- 
ance of ousted President Burhanuddin 
Rabbani. 

"In the areas under our control, peace 
and security has been established, the 
looting ahd plundering of state and 
peJople's property has stopped," Hassan 
told the official state-run Radio Shariat. 
. He said the Taliban, which has 
wrested control of most of Afghani- 
stan, had faithfully attended UN or- 
chestrated peace talks in March with 
representatives from Rabbani 's oppo- 
sition Northern Alliance, and agreed to 
a ceasefire. 

"But the opposition — who are mur- 
derers of the Afghan people and do not 
want the war ended in Afghanistan — 
dragged die talks to a deadlock through 
various means and resumed the fight- 
ing," Hassan said. 



Taliban for talks with US, Iran 



KABUL, July 24: Taliban leaders 
have told the United Nations spe- 
cial envoy Lakhdar Brahimi they 
are ready for fence-mending talks 
with both the United States and 
Iran, official media said on 
Satiu-day. 

Brahimi proposed the Taliban 
start talking to the US and Iran 
when he met the head of the 
Taliban ruling council Mulla 
Mohammad Rabbani on Friday, 
they said, adding Rabbani accepted 
the proposal. 

" Afghanistan is always ready for 
talks with the United States and 
Iran," the Taliban official daily 
newspaper Heywad quoted 
Rabbani as saying during the meet- 
ing with Braliiini. 



Taliban are under pressure from 
the US for sheltering and refusing 
to expel Osama bin Laden, wanted 
by Washington for the alleged 
bombings of American missions in 
East Africa. 

The Taliban's relations with Iran, 
which supports the Afghani opposi- 
tion Northern Alliance, have 
always been under strain. 

Last year Iran massed thousands 
of troops on its border with 
Afghanistan after the killing of 
Iranian diplomats in Mazar-i-Sharif 
in the north of the country, but the 
crisis was defused with UN media- 
tion, h, 

The UN envoy arrived here on 
OThursday on a visit aimed at pro- 
moting a peace process between 



the Taliban and the Northern 
Alliance following a July 20-21 
meeting between their representa- 
tives in Uzbekistan. 

The Tashkent peace talks were 
held within a UN-sponsored group 
of eight countries, which has been 
trying to persuade the Afghani 
adversaries to negotiate a power- 
sharing arrangement. 

The Six Plus Two group is made 
up of six countries bordering 
Afghanistan — China, Iran, 
Pakistan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan 
and U;zbekistan — plus the United 
States and Russia. 

The Tashkent discussions pro- 
duced no concrete results, but the 
delegates agreed to hold further 
talks in future. — ^AFP 
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Taliban see 
key to world recognition 



KABUL (AFP) - Afghanistan's 
Taliban militia sees a summer offen- 
sive it launched Wednesday as the key 
10 total victory including the interna- 
tional recognition it craves, according 

to analysts. 

The militia is focused on one out- 
come destroying arch rival and mili- 
tary leader of the opposition Northern 
AUiance Ahmad Shah Masood, ending 
the five year civil war and winning 
international credibility 

Masood, ousted president 
Burhanuddin Rabbani and their eth- 
nic-based alliance comprising of Tajik, 
Uzbek. Hazara and Turkmen ethnic 
groups control just 20 percent of the 
country, with the remainder in Taliban 

hands. 

But the opposition is recognised by 
the United Nations and all governments, 
except for Pakistan, Saudi Arabia and 
the United ArabEmiraites,astfiecountty's 
legitimategovemment,desptebeingdriven 
from the capital Kabul m 1996. 

*The logic is if Masood can be de- 
feated then the worid will have to ac- 
cept the Taliban as leaders of Afghani- 
stan, give them a UN seat and deal with 
them oftlcially/ one western military 
analyst said 

The mihtia's desire for international 
recognition has been thwarted by wide- 
spread condemnation of its strict inter- 
pretation of Islam, particularly its treat- 
ment of women, and for giving sanctu- 
ary to Osama bin Laden. 

He is accused by the US of master- 
minding the simultaneous bombings 
of two embassies in east Africa last 
year. 



The ethnic Pashtun Taliban is fight- 
ing for control of Afghanistan's north- 
eastern corner and Wednesday 
launched its summer campaign under a 

barrage of artillery fure, with tank and 
aerial support. 

The opposition holds ground stretch- 
ing from front lines 25 kilometres north 

of Kabul; across the Shamali Plains to 
the Panjsher Valley , and northwards to 

the Tajik, border and eastwards to Paki- 
stan. 

Initially the offensive had been 
planned for Friday, July 9. But Taliban 
commanders said the start date was 
extended to the end of July due to 
doomed United Nations peace initia- 
tives and because more troops were 
needed* 

A.sked to confirm speculation the 
Taliban had recruited volunteers from 
Islamic religious schools in Pakistan, 
Bangladesh, Yemen, Sudan, Egypt and 
Saudi Arabia, one commander from 
Khost province said: * Yes, but you left 
out Chechnya.' 

Independent sources confirmed 

Chechen Islamic troop support for the 

Taliban but added that the number of 

foreign fighters was small. 
The commander also said the Taliban 

had three times raised its target for 
troop numbers, from 20,000' to 50,000 
and then 100,000. 

One Pakistan-based western diplo- 
mat said Taliban numbers were'prone 
to exaggeration but a figure of 50,000 
troops was probable and this was still 
double the highest previous estimate of 
the militia's strength, put at 25,000 
men in 1997. 



Mullah Omar 
urges world 
recognition 
for Taliban 

Bureau Report 

PESHAWAR, July 30: The 
supreme leader of Afghanistan's 
Taliban movement Mullah 
Mohammed Omar has urged the 
world community to recognise " the 
fact " that the Afghan nation has 
accepted the rule of Taliban. 

In a press statement titled 
"announcement" which was faxed 
to the Peshawar based offices of 
the newspapers, Mullah Omar 
maintained that "the world commu- 
nity must recognise this 
fact," adding that "throughout 
the history (of Afghanistan) no ' 
one has ruled this nation by 
force". 

Mullah Omar maintained that 
the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan 
was established to spread Islam 
with the support and backing of the 
Mujahid nation. He said the islamic 
law and order with complete secu- 
rity had been ensured in 29 
provinces of Afghanistan (ruled by 
Taliban). 

In an attempt to make the world 
community to change its percep- 
tion about Taliban, the movement's 
supreme leader said that "it is hard 
to rule by force, therefore, accep- 
tance and continuation of the 
Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan ' 
implies that the Afghan nation sup- 
ports the Taliban". 

He said that importance should 
be given to the majority public ^ 
opinion which, he said, was in 
favour of Taliban. 

"Views of the defeated elements, 
who wrongfully portray themselves 
as the people's representatives, 
should not be paid any attention," 
he said giving the impression 
that the opposition movement 
in Afghanistan had no public, 
support. 
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Taliban to 
attend 

Tashkent 
moot 



ISLAMABAD, July 17: TaUban 
have accepted Pakistan's request 
to participate in Six Plus Two talks 
which are scheduled to be held in 
Tashkent from July 19-20, said 
Foreign Office sources here on 
Saturday. 

A two member Pakistani delega- 
tion led by Additional Secretary 
Foreign Office Iftikhar Murshad 
and Pakistan's Ambassador to 
Afghanistan Aziz Khan has already 
left for Tashkent to participate in 
the talks. 

Afghanistan Foreign Minister 
Mohammad Hussain Akhund is 
expected to lead his coimtry at the 
Six Plus two talks while 
Information Minister Maulvi 
Ameer Khan Mutaqee will assist 
him. 

UN Special Envoy on 
Afghanistan Lakhdar Brahimi earli- 
er on Saturday had requested 
Pakistan to convince the Taliban 
leadership to reconsider their deci- 
sion of not attending the meeting in 
Tashkent. 

Brahimi, who arrived here from 
London on Saturday on his way to 
Tashkent to attend the forthcoming 
meeting of "Six Plus Two" on July 
19-20, made this request at a meet- 
ing with Foreign Minister Sartaj 
Aziz. 

"He requested the foreign minis- 
ter to use his influence in convinc- 
ing the Taliban leadership to re- 
consider their decision of not 
attending the meeting in 
Tashkent,'* a Foreign Office state- 
ment said. 

The special envoy added that it 
will be in the interest of the 
Taliban, since they controlled the 
major portion (90 per cent) of 
Afghanistan, to attend the meeting 
and express their position to the six 
neighbouring countries of 
Afghanistan plus the United States 
andRtissia. 

The foreign minister briefed the 
special envoy about concerted 
efforts of the government of 
Pakistan in finding ways and 
means to bring peace to 
Afghanistan. 

He hoped that the meeting of the 
Six Plus Two in Tashkent will make 
a positive contribution to the objec- 
tive of restoration of durable peace 
in Afghanistan.— APP 
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Taliban accept Pak 
request to attend 
talks in Tashkent 

ISLAMABAD (APP) - Taliban have 
accepted Pakistan's request to partici- 
pate in Six Plus Two talks which are 
scheduled to be held in Tashkent froni 
Jul. 19-20, said Foreign Office sources 
here Saturday. 

A two member ^Pakistani delegation 
led by Additional Secretary Foreign 
Office Iftikhar Murshad and Pakistan's 
Ambassador to Afghanistan Aziz Khan 
has already left for Tashkent to partici- 
pate in the talks. 

Afghanistan Foreign Minister Mu- 
hammad Hussain Akhund is expected 
to lead his side at the Six Plus two talks 
while Information Mipister Maulvi 
Ameer Khan Mutaqee will assist- him. 

UN Special Envoy on Afghanistan 
Lakhdar Brahimi earlier on Saturday 
had requested Pakistan to convince the 
Taliban leadership to reconsider their 
decision of not attending the meeting 
in Tashkent. 

Brahiini, who arrived here from Lon- 
don today on his way to Tashkent to 
attend the forthcoming meeting of "Six 
Plus Two" on July 19-20, made this re- 
quest at a meeting with Foreign Minis- 
ter Sartaj Aziz. 

"He requested the Foreign Minister 
to use his influence in convincing the 
Talibah leadership to reconsider their 
decision of not attending the meeting 
in Tashkent," a Foreign Office state- 
ment said. 

The Special Envoy added that it will 
be in the interest of the Taliban, since 
they controlled the major portion (90%) 
of Afghanistan, to attend the meeting 
and express their position to the six 
neighboring countries of Afghanistan, 
plus the United States and^ussia. 
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Taliban, opposition 
ready to hold talks 



TASHKENT (AFP) - Afghanistan's 
Taliban movement and the northern 
opposition alliance said Monday they 
were ready to start peace talks to end 
the country's long-running civil war. 

'The Taliban leadership is interested 
in improving the situation in Afghani- 
stan and is ready to conduct negotia- 
tions' with the opposition, said the mi- 
litia's representative at a peace confer- 
ence here. Mullah Muttaqi. 

His counterpart from the Northern 
Alliance opposed to the Taliban, Doc- 
tor Abdullo, added: *I want to confirm 
that we are interested ih Afghan peace 
talks.' 

The opposition official told a press 
conference that the negotiations could 
begin as early as Tuesday. 

The news appeared to belie fe§rs that 

both sides were gearing up for a fresh 
round of large-scale hostilities, a mili- 
tary build-up in Kabul having been 
highly visible in recent weeks. 

The opposition has accused the Tali- 
ban of seeking to end the northern alli- 
ance's control over Afghanistan's north- 
eastern provinces. 

Earlier UN special envoy Lakhdar 
Brahimi had warned that the peace proc- 
ess was at a critical stage. 

'Until now we have witnessed the 
resumption of military activities in Af- 
ghanistan. If the six-pks-two fails to 
resolve the Afghan conflict, there will 
be doubts about its ability to launch 
peace initiatives,' he said. 

The 'six-plus-two' groups China, 



Iran, Pakistan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan 
and Uzbekistan, whose deputy foreigri 
ministers were in Tashkent, as well as 
Russia and the United States. | 

The grouping, together with Brahimi, 
is attempting to thrash out a peace for- 
mula acceptable to the Taliban, who 
control 80 percent of Afghanistan, and 
the anti-Taliban Northern Alliance com- , 
manded by Ahmad Shah Masood. 

Opening the two-day meeting, Uzbek 
President Islam Karimov appealed for 
the belligerents to sign a raft of practi- 
cal accoi^ds ahead of a wide-ranging 
political deal on the country's future. 

He urged the two sides to sign deals 
covering a ceasefire, prisoner sw^p, 
n}ine clearance, return of refugees and 
demilitarisation. 

Parallel talks should cover massive 
humanitarian aid and the post-conflict 
reconstruction of Afghanistan's shat- 
tered economy. 

A final peace deal could clear the way 
for a special UN General Assembly ses- 
sion on Afghanistan, said Karimov, 
'which would symbolise the ijolitical 
recognitibh by the international com- 
munity of the results of the agreement 
on restoring peace to this country.'^ 

He warned that stability in Afghani- 
stan waSj important for its neighbours 
and the international community. 

'The world community is worried 
about what is going on in and around 
Afghanistan, notably the rise in inter- 
national terrorism and extremism, drup 
Seepage" 



Taliban, opposition 
ready to hold talks 

From page 1 

and arms trafficking and the radicalisa- 
tion of Islam,' Interfax cited Karimov 
assayinjg. . 

Ahead of Monday's meeting region- 
al analysts were sceptical that the two 
sides were ready for peace. 

'The trouble is die opposition consid- 
ers themselves as the legitimate govern- 
ment of Afghanistan and see the Tali- 
ban as just a recent phenomenon^' a 
political commentator from Kabul Uni- 
versity said. 

Burhanuddin Rabbani, oust^ by the 
Taliban in 1996, and the opposition 
Northern Alliance remain recognised by 
the United Nations and most world gov- 
ernments, except Pakistan, Saudi Ara- 
bia and the United Arab Emirates. 

Recognition remains the main goal of 
the Taliban militia. 

'For the Taliban, recognition of their 
government has become a cherished is- 
sue, but this is being complicated by 
other issues like Osama bin Laden and 
the treatment of women,' one western 
observer said. 

*And the authorities in Kandahar (the 
Taliban de facto capital) only decided 
to send representatives to Tashkent at 
the. very last m^inute, which may not 
augur well.' 

Osama, a 4 1 -jyear old Saudi dissident, 
is wanted by the United States for the 
bombing of two US missions in East 
Africa which left 224 people dead last 
August, and & string of other alleged 
offences. 

The Taliban has also attracted sharp 
criticism in the West for closing girls' 
* schools, limiting female care and push- 
ing women out of the workplace. 

Women, particularly in Kabul, must 
be bovered from head to toe in a tradi- 
tional 'burqa' when in public. Music, 
western fashion, television, theatre and 
alcohol are also banned. 
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Taliban appeal for medical aid 
as cholera epidemic feared 



•If 



KABUL (AFP) - Afghanistan's rul- 
ing Taliban on Sunday issued an urgent 
appeal for international medical aid to 
deal with a major cholera epidemic 
which they said could hit up to 48,000 
people. 

Minister for Public Health MuUa 
Mohamad Abbas said 6,359 cases of 
acute diarrhoeal disease had been re- 
ported in recent weeks resulting in 55 
deaths, and all were being treated as 
suspected cholera. 

*The epidemic of cholera has oc- 
curred across Afghanistan in populated 
areas,' he said in a statement. 

The main source of the cholera is 
human waste in the water system that 
has been destroyed by two decades of 
war,' he said. 

' *We request ... for the world to send 
supplies to use in the struggle against 
and control of this epidemic' 

He said the epidemic was expected 
to hit up to 8,000 people in the months 
ahead in each of the six regions of 
Afghanistan where the outbreak was at 
its worst. 

*Some of the strains of cholera have 
shown a resistance to traditional drugs,' 



the minister added. 

*The conclusions were based on eight 
test samples of suspected cholera which 
were sent to ihtemational laboratory 
testing by the World Health Organisa- 
tion. Five were positive.' 

In previous years local authori- 
ties working with the United. Na- 
tions and non-governmental organi- 
sations (NGOs) have managed to con- 
trol cholera outbreaks, which are fairly 
common during Afghanistan's sum- , 
mer. 

However, Abbas said an unusually 
hot spring coupled with a further dete- 
rioration of the country's crippled wa- ' 
ter and sewage network had resulted in 
an earlier-than-usuai outbreak. 

Abbas said international help was 
needed in two forms. 

Medical supplies, particularly the 
drugs tetracyclin, hestacyclin and 
ferazolidine, were needed to combat 
cholera strains that were proving re- 
sistant to traditional drugs, he said. 

Secondly, repairs to Afghanistan's 
water supplies, sewage systems and 
waste management were urgently 
needed. 



An experienced local taskforce of 
,435 doctors and nurses with a further 
260 volunteers from the UN and NGOs 
had been working throughout the win- 
ter in preparation for the annual chol- 
era outbreak. Abbas said. 

But the scale had caught authorities 
off-guard. 

Afghanistan has been wracked by 
war for some 20 years, with a home- 
grown insurgency against the post- 
1979 Soviet occupation succeeded 
by a debilitating civil war in the 
1990s. 

The Taliban, a fundamentalist Is- 
lamic militia, sci/cd the capital Kabul 
in September 1996 and now control 
around 80 percent of Afghanistan, with 
an opposition alliance holding north- 
em regions. ^ 

Relations between the Taliban and 
foreign aid organisations have been 
strained. 

Last month Taliban supreme leader 
Mullah Mohammad Omar issued a 
decree to ensure the protection of for- 
eign aid workers after two foreign and 
eigh[t local Red Cross personnel were 
beaten up. 




Taliban seek aid to fight cholera 



KABUL, July 4: The Taliban on 
Sunday issued an urgent appeal for 
international medical aid to deal 
with a major cholera epidemic, 
which they said could hit up to 
48,000 people. 

The Minister for Public Health, 
MuUa Mohamad Abbas, said 6,359 
cases of acute diarrhoeal disease 
had been reported in recent weeks, 
resulting in 55 deaths, and all Were 
being treated as suspected cholera. 

"The epidemic of cholera has 
occurred across Afghanistan in pop- 



ulated areas," he said in a state- 
ment. "The main source of the 
cholera is hiiman v^ste in the w^ter 
system that has been destroyed by 
two decades of war," he said. 

"We request ... for the world to 
send supplies to use in the struggle 
against, and control of this epidem- 
ic." He said the epidemic was 
expected to hit up to 8,000 people 
in the months ahead in each of the 
six regions of Afghanistan where 
the outbreak was at its worst. 

"Some of the strains of cholera 



have shown a resistance to tradi- 
tional drugs," the minister added. 

"The conclusions were based on 
eight test samples of suspected 
cholera which were sent to interna- 
tional laboratory testing by the 
WHO. Five were positive." 

In previous years local authori- 
ties working with the United 
Nations and non-governmental 
organizations have managed to coh- 
trol cholera outbreaks, which are 
fairly common during the sum- 
mer.—AFP 
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Eight die in rocket 
attack on Kabul 



PESHAWAR, July 24: At least 
eight persons were killed and more 
than a dozen injured when opposi- 
tion forces fired a salvo of rockets 
in and around the Afghanistan cap- 
ital of Kabul, the Afghan Islamic 
Press (AIP) reported on Saturday. 

AIP quoted a spokesman of the 
Filling Taliban militia as saying that 
forces loyal to a northern alliance 
fired fiv6 rockets at Kabul and sev- 
eral others at nearby Shakardara in 
a 24-hour period up to Saturday 
afternoon. 

The unnamed spokesman con- 
demned the rocket attack which 
coincided with the visit of the UN 
special envoy on Afghanistan, 
Lakhdar Brahimi, to the war-rav- 



aged Afghan capital. 

He said Brahimi inet with 
Taliban Foreign Minister Mulla 
Hasan Akhimd and apprised him of 
the recent UN sponsored meeting 
in Tashkent, capital of the Central 
Asian state of Uzbekistan. 

The so-called "six-plus-two" 
meeting brought together warring 
Afghan groups and six neighbomr- 
ing countries gJong with the United 
States and Russia. 

The UN peacemaker also held 
talks with the head of the Taliban 
ruling council, Mulla Mohammad 
Rabbani, who is said to have 
agreed to a dialogue with neigh- 
bouring Iran and the United 
States.— dpa 



Rabbi appeals for help 
to leave Afghanistan 



KABUL, July 8: One of 
Afghanistan's last Jews appealed 
on Thursday to the United Nations, 
the International Committee of the 
Red Cross and the Israeli govern- 
ment for cash and other help so he 
can leave the cotmtry. 

Rabbi Isaac Levi, 60, said he was 
ailing and wanted to be reunited 
with his family who left 
Afghanistan almost a decade ago. 

"I want to be reunited with my 
family and children so that they 
can take care of me in my old age,'* 
he told journalists. 



He said the last time he heard 
from his wife, three sons and one 
daughter was eight years ago from 
Bombay in India. - 

"I have had no correspondence 
with them since then,** Levi said. 

"I ask the United Nations, the 
Red Cross and Israel to help me 
get out of here,** he pleaded in a 
soft voice close to breaking. 

Levi said he had not been 
harassed by the Taliban but com- 
plained of the lack of a Jewish con- 
gregation abd the absence of sup- 
port in the future.— AFP 
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Kabul hit by 
alliance 
rockets 



PESHAWAR, July 27: Anti- 
Taliban forces fired three rockets 
into Kabul as the factional war in 
Afghanistan intensified on 
Tuesday, the Afghan Islamic Press 
(AIP) reported. 

Rockets landed near Khwaja 
Rawash airport early in the morn- 
ing but there were no immediate 
reports of any damage, AIP said. 

Artillery exchanges between the 
Taliban militia and its opponents 
have intensified north of the capi- 
tal following the collapse of peace 
efforts by the tribal leaders in the 
Shakardara, Guldara and Koh-i-Safi 
war zone, the report said. 

The Taliban have amassed 
20,000 fighters in Tagab, Najrab 
and Koh-i-Safi areas but neither 
side has committed its infantry to 
the battle so far. 

However local people fear that a 
large-scale fighting in the region 
and further north was imminent, 
AIP said. — dpa 



- aid flights 
cancelled 



KABUL, July 27: Aid flights to 
Kabul were diverted or cancelled 
on Tuesday after opposition fight- 
ers fired rockets at the capital's 
military and civilian airport amid 
speculation of a fresh Taliban 
offensive. 

An International Committee of 
the Red Cross (ICRC) flight due to 
land at Kabul's Khwaja Rawash air- 
port was diverted to Jalalabad, 
ICRC sources said. 

Tlie United Nations and Paktec, 
a US-based group flying foreign aid 
workers to and from Afghanistan, 
said it cancelled flights to Kabul for 
the day because of the rocketing. 

Paktec said it had suspended all 
flights to Afghanistan until Aug 9 
or 10 because of seciuity concerns 
. and "technical" problems. 

There was no report of any dam- 
age from Tuesday's rocketing or of 
casualties from reported artillery 
exchanges overnight between the 
two forces.— Reuters 
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Kabul hospitals prepare 
for heavy casualties 



KABUL (AFP) - A major ^lilitary 
build-up for an offensive by the t:aliban 
and opposition Northern AUiiknce on 
Wednesday has left it's mark on Af- 
ghans who are already languishing atV 
ter 20 years of war. 

In Kkbul, traders blamed the mili- 
tia's plans for a sharp rise in prices. 

They said fuel prices had risen 20-30 
perceiit after the military and locals 
brought-up excess supplies of petrol, 
benzine and kerosene. 

Meat prices had also suffered, ac- 
cording to butchers. One said troops 
had paid for anything on four legs; 
sheep, goats, dorJceys, cattle and cam- 
els, to be used for clearing mine fields • 
and to feed the troops. 

'So we have a meat shortage and 
prices go up,' one butcher said. 

However, a Taliban frontline com- 
mander, Omar Gul, said butchers ex- 
aggerated the situation, and added that 
tanks were usually used to clear anti- 
personel mines, not cattle. 

The traditional male garment, the 
shalwar kemeez, was also in short sup- 
ply after Talib troops stocked-up on the 
national dress which is worn in battle. 

Some of Afghanistan's 100-odd ex- 
patriate staff — mostly humanitarian 
workers — have been advised by em- 
bassies in Islamabad to be prepared for 
an evacuation if combat fighting 
spreads into the capital. 

Fighting 25 kilometres north of Ka- 
bul has concentrated on frontlines near 
the heavily mined Shamali Plains which 
leads directly to the Panjsher Valley, 
the fortified bastion of opposition com- 
mander, Ahmad Shah Masood^K 

The Panjsher remains a prime target 



for the Taliban — which now controls 
80 percent of the country — and is 
seeking to oust Masood and the oppo- 
sition Northern Alliance from Afghani- 
stan's northeast provinces. 'Although 
it remains unlikely, there is a fear this 
w could spread into Kabul,' a senior west- 
em diplomat based in Islamabad said. 

Taliban release 
200 prisoners 

ISLAMABAD (AFP) - Afghani- 
stan's Taliban militia Wednesday re- 
leased 200 opposition prisoners in a 
surprise, move coinciding with its ma- 
jor offensive against forces of the rival 
northern alliance. 

Taliban supreme leader Mulla 
Mohammad Omar ordere4 the release 
in a special decree issued in Kandahar, 
the hardline militia's headquarters in 
southern Afghanistan, the Afghan Is- 
lamic Press (AIP) reported. 

Quoting a Taliban spokesman, Abdul 
Haye Mutmaen, the agency said the 
prisoners, who came from the opposition- 
held ncathem Afghanprovinces, werefieed 
fiTom Kandahar's Suipoza jaiL 

They were captured in previous bat- 
tles between the Islamic militia and 
forces of the northern alliance, led by the 
militia's main foe Ahmad Shah Masood, 
he said. Mumiaen said the 'unilateral' re- 
lease was ordered by Omar 'out of sympa- 
thy as they are fellow Afghans.' 

He said the prisoners were handed 
over to the international Red Cr(>ss 
which would make arrangements for 
transporting them back to their home- 
towns. 
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I nc of the most tragic byproducts of war, 
political oppression and economic instabil- 

I ity, is the refugee. The number of political 

refugees, victims of ethnic conflict and civil strife in 
the world, grew fix)m eight million to wards the end of 
the 1970s to about 20 million during the early 1990s. 
These are people who have crossed international 
borders. Each day an estimated 10,000 people in 
various parts of the world are forced to flee from their 
countries. Oh the basis of these statistics, it is esti- 
mated that one out of every 130 persons on the face 
of the earth has been forced to leave their permanent 
place of residence. Another 26 million people are 
known to be displaced but are not registered as 
refugees since they have not crossed international 
borders but have been forced to leave their perma- 
nent homes. 

During just four months, April- July 1994, about 
3.5 million people, half the total population of 
Rwanda, were either killed, maimed or forced to flee 
their homes in search of safety. In November 1996, 
hundreds of thousands fled refugee camps in Zaire, 
where they had been living for over two years, after 
violent incidents and local rebellion. Satellite moni- 
toring of the region showed that hundreds of thou- 
sajids were scattered in the jungles neighbouring 
Zaire. The reluctance of the local leadership to ac- 
cept international intervention within national bor- 
ders deprives displaced persons of protection. When 
Rwandan refugees suddenly left camps in Zaire for 
home, Rwanda said a military mission was no longer 
needed and the funds should be used for humanitar- 
ian assistance. Yet rival groups within the refugee 
peculation continued to massacre each other. 

In 1998-1999, an estimated one million Kosovar 
Albanians displaced by ethnic cleansing joined the 
ranks of refugees. The thoroughness of this ethnic 
cleansing is borne out by the 390 mass burial sites 
that have been identified. Of these, 69 sites have been 
confkmed by the International Criminal Tribunal for 
the formw: Yugoslavia aCTY). Individual killings 
that have been reported are far too numerous to 
verify or track. Even Russia, which supported Seri>ia 
in the inmiediate past, has not "chosen to publicly 
encourage sanctuary for Yugoslav President 
Milosevic on Russian territory." It is now believed 
that the Serbian leadership may have been pursuing 
its scorched earth/ethnic cleansing policy in an effort 
to keep at least the industrialised north of the prov- 
ince an integral part of Serbia. 

After the disintegration of former Yugoslavia, this 
was the third major population displacement crisis to 
erupt in the region. By 1995, 1.3 million people had 
been displaced by war in Bosnia. Only 80,000 were 
able to return to their homes after the Dayton Accord. 
The state of affairs in Croatia was not much better for 
the Serbs: an estimated 80,000-200,000 of them left 
Krajina. While 50.000 returned to Croatia, they did 
not go back to their homes in Krajina for fear of 
hostility. The rate of return to the UN protectorate of 
Eastern Slavonija, where heayily armed UN troops 
keep the peace, has been higher, about 45 per cent. 
The streams of Kosovar refiigees that preceded the 
entry of NATO peacekeepers in Kosovo are evi- 
dence that people will return to their homes as soon 
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Refugees 

Shahwar Junaid 

as possible once their security is guaranteed. 

A further incentive for refugees to return home 
and reconstruct has been emergency assistance and 
promise of help through the Stability Pact for South- 
eastern Europe. This multi-national, multi-agency 
pact was approved in Cologne by the G-8 Foreign 
Ministers on June 8. 1999. This commits the G-8 
countries to work towards integrating the region 
into the inamstream of the Trans- Adantic Alliance, 
thereby decreasing the possibility of future regional 
conflict. The aim of the pact is to promote and 
strengthen democratic and civil institutions, ob- 
servance of human rights, market economies and 
regional defence cooperation. A regional commit- 
tee, with representatives from all parties, will un- 
dertake work through three working groups. This 
will supplement the work of regional initiatives that 
arc already in place. These include the Southeast 
Europe Cooperative Initiative (SECI) and the South- 
east Europe Defence Ministerial (SEDM) Council. 
Resources arc expected to come from European 
nations and international financial institutions and 
will be supplemented with US funds. 

Wherc people have been brutally displaced, eco- 
nomic assistance and the reconstruction of infra- 
structurc as well as civil institutions prevents recur- 
ring migration in search of greener pastures. About 
35 million people have emigrated, and continue to 
emigrate, at the rate of about a million a year, from 
less developed countries to the prosperous industr- 
ialised countries, and the newly industrialised coun- 
tries. These people are sometimes called "economic 
refugees*'. While many come from territories that 
have sj^^conflict, others are trying to escape stag' 
nanir^ili^^^ires^ In most countiies 

these ecbnomic reftigees do not qualify for assist- 
ance since they are fleeing a condition that is not 
considered life-threatening and is unlikely to be 
eased in the foreseeable future - poverty. 

The traditional focus of the activities of the United 
Nations Hi^ Commission for Refugees (UNHCR) 
continues to be on securing the right of refugees to 
asylum. The agency acknowledges, however, that 
the countries that were, traditionally, proud to grant 
asylum to those seeking refuge from persecution 
are now less keen to do so. Many of these countries 
say that they want to guard their frontiers fh>m what 
they perceive to be "economic" rather than political 
refugees and have passed legislation to plug loop- 
holes that allowed such refugees in. A number of 
countries are of the view that it is becoming more 
difficult to differentiate between those under politi- 
cal attack, those who are the victims of injustice, 
and those who are merely subject to generally 
prevalent social and economic distress, llie latter, 
according to the books, do not merit asylum. 

While insisting on the right to asylum of all those 
in danger, UNHCR is now also involved in trying to 
protect internally displaced people by seeking to 
remove, through negotiations with national govern- 
ments, the causes of their displacement. These 
negotiations include efforts to pressurise national 
governments to enforce human rights within their 



borders and to take the responsibility for maintaining 
law and order where groups of the population are 
pitted against each other. Iliis strategy aims to con- 
tain displaced people within their country of origin in 
an effort to prevent them from becoming refugees in 
the technical sense of the word. Those deprived of 
opportunities for gainful employment and social 
support within tiieir own countries for political, eth- 
nic or reasons other than lack of competence, often 
become non-persons for the state. They virtually 
cease to exist as members of society. The interna- 
tional community appears to believe that the level of 
distress in such situations is bearable in those coun- 
tries where electoral democracy exists. 

In 1993-94, the policy of containment of displaced 
persons within national boundaries caused confu- 
sion and dismay amongst thousands of Afghans who 
had previously just walked across to safety in Paki- 
stan whenever fighting erupted. Safe areas were 
designated within Afghanistan. UNHCR and the 
International Committee of die Red Cross (ICRC) 
began operating inside Afghan territory. Since then 
fewer people have been permitted to cross the border 
during outbreaks of hostility between rival groups in 
Afghanistan. 

The majority of Afghans displaced during the war 
of the 198()s and subsequent internecine cooFlict, are 
still languishing in camps or wandering around South 
Asia. Assistance has more or less dried up. UN 
appeals for assistance for those displaced by the 
Afghan war receive an average five per cent re- 
sponse. 

Pakistan is no stranger to the kinds of crises and 
political upheavals that produce refugees. Long be- 
fore the Martial Law of 1977 which led to the flight 
of hundreds to foreigcr countries, there was the East 
Pakistaa^sis-whiclNi^ulted in the death of thou- 
sands, the flight of many more to India. What began, 
in the 1950s, as a movement in East Pakistan to 
protect a unique cultural heritage in the face of a 
changing political milieu^ was transformed by insen- 
sitivity into a full scale insurgency. This insurgency 
was supported not just by India, using the refugees as 
an excuse, but by most Western capitals. A review of 
events will reveal that there was an ethnic basis for 
the movement that led to die disintegration of a 
united Pakistan. The Biharis, who insist they are 
Pakistanis, ^ not accepted by the Bangladeshis and 
whose second generaticm is growing up in refugee 
camps in Ban^adesh, are evidence of the ethmc 
basis of the creation of Bangladesh. These Biharis 
are a blot on the conscience of Pakistan, Bangladesh 
and those countries that saw that particular crisis to 
its logical conclusion and then filed it away. 

Reftigees created by the Kashmir dispute are not 
just well integrated in Pakistan but are privileged to 
have an entire nation agitating on their behidf for 
their right of self-determination. India and Pakistan 
need to consider a legal solution of the Kashmir 
dispute with the cooperation of the conmiunity of 
nations. There has to be a stop loss order on this 
dispute which has bled the economies of both coun- 
tries. Documents regarding the basis for the Partition 
of the Subcontinent are available to both nations and 
should make the task easier. 
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185 Afghan ^ 
families return 
home 

QUETTA (NNI) - At least 185 Af- 
ghan refugee families voluntarily re- 
patriated to Afghanistan with the coop- 
eration of the UNHCR from Karachi 
and other cities of Sindh via Quetta. 

They belonged to Afghan provinces 
of Kandahar, Helmand and Kunduz. 
Their return home through Quetta and 
Chaman was facilitated the UNHCR. 
The returning families included women 
and children as well. 

The UNHCR distributed book^ and 
other gifts among the Afghan children 
in Quetta. UNHCR would provide Rs 
5000 and 300 kg wheat to every Afghan 
family on their arrival at Kandahar. 

They said diat peace has now re- 
turned to their country and they want to 
reconstruct theu* motherland. They said 
that in the contrary, law and order situ- 
ation in Pakistan is deteriorating and 
economy of the country has also been in 
bad shape. They said that they cannot 
m^age their livelihood in PakistiuY and 
have decided to go back as situation in 
Afghanistan is comparatively better. 

Most of the returning Afghans were 
poor and their children were not receiv- 
ing education in Pakistan. They said 
there are possibilities of education for 
their male children in Afghanistan. They 
said that the prime concern is law and 
order situation and Taliban, they added, 
have now restored peace and tranquility 
in Afghanistan. They said they would 
face no problems and would rather be 
able to look after their children in a 
proper manner. 



185 Afghan 

families 
return home 



QUETTA, July 12: At least 185 
Afghan refugee fahiilies yoluntari- 
ly repatriated to Afghanistan with 
the cooperation of the UNHCR 
from Karachi amd other cities of 
Sindh via Quetta. 

They belonged to Afghan 
provinces of Kandahar, Helmand 
and Kunduz. Their return home 
through Quetta and Chaman was 
f acihtated by the UNHCR. 

The UNHCR distributed books 
and other gifts among the Afghan 
children in Quetta. The UNHCR 
would provide RsSOOO and 300 kg 
wheat to every Afghan family on 
their arrival at Kandahar. 

They said peace had now 
retiuned to their country and they 
wanted to reconstruct their mother- 
land. They said that on the contrary, 
law and order situation in Pakistan 
was deteriorating and economy of 
the country had also been in bad 
shape. — NNI 
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Afghan DPs 

By Our Staff Correspondent 



QUETTA, July 9: The United 
Nations restarted repatriation of 
Afghan refugees from Karachi, 
after a break of around three 
months, on Friday. 

A convoy of 33 trucks, carrying 
185 families of the refugees, 
arrived here from Karachi and 



later crossed into Afghanistan at 
Chaman, UNHCR sources said. 

In the first phase of the repatria- 
tion in April last, 250 families were 
sent back home fropi Karachi. 

Earlier, UNHCR representatives 
distributed peace packs among the 
children aged 6 to 11 years. 
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Tripartite mo6t on 

Afghan DPs 
repatriation on 30th 



Bureau Report 



PESHAWAR, Juiy 16:'A tripar- 
tite con^rence on repatriation of 
Afghan refugees from NWFP to 
their ji^bmeland is scheduled to be 
heldat Peshawar on 30th. 

T> be presided by chief minister 
Sirdar Mahtab Ahmad Khan, the 
c^erence will be attended by the 
/epresentatives of United Nations 
High Commission for Refugees 
(UNHCR) and Afghanistan's 
Taliban administration. The 
Government of Pakistan will be 
represented by the Commissioner, 
Afghan Refugees and other officers 
nominated by the provincial and 
federal governments. 

Disclosing this to Dawn, Afghan 
Refugees Commissioner in 
Peshawar, Gulzar Khan, said that 
the conference would take into 
account the refugees question in a 
broader perspective from different 
angles including matters relating to 
their repatriation or their shifting 
from urban and rural areas, where 
they were concentrated in large 
number, to already established 
camps. "The UNHCR which had 
been without funds has since 
received couple of million .US dol- 
lars to be spent on repatfcjition of 
those desirous of returning to their 
homeland," he said. 

The commissioner admitted that 
law and orden situation was not 
conducive for refugees due to 
mounting resentment among the 
local population whose resources 
had already been over-stretched 
and strained under DPs pressure. 
This was creating a wedge between 
the locals and the DPs, he said. 
Currently there are about 1.5 mil- 
Uon refugees in NWFP alone. 

He also referred to a high-level 
meeting held in Islamabad early 
this month in which consensus deci- 
sions were taken to expedite repa- 
triation of refugees. These now 
awaited implementation with the 
formal approval of the provincial 
government, the commissioner 
informed. 

Explaining the repatriation 
methodology, the commissioner 
said that the UNHCR preferred 
group repatriation instead of fund- 
ing return of individuals. "This 
experiment has been successful in 

DAW 



. Frontier in the past; and lately in 
Karachi from large number of 
Afghan families were shifted to 
'Kandahar via the Balochistan 
route^'* he said. 

The Islamabad tripartite meeting 
selected 1,000 refugee families for 
repatriation and modalities of the 
operation would be worked out at 
the Peshawar meeting which the 
chief minister had been requested 
to preside, he said. 

Meanwhile, a number of DPs had 
volunteered to shift ta camps where 
appropriate sustenance and other 
facilities such as schooling and sani- 
tation would be arranged. Such 
families consisted of about 2000 
DPs, he saidi . 

Gulzar Khan expressed satisfac- 
tion on the response of UNHCR offi- 
cials and representatives of the 
Afghan administration. He said 
while the former would be happy to 
do the necessary fundbg, the latter 
had agreed to take its citizens back, 
retimi their abandoned properties 
iand settle them in their former habi- 
tats with intemationalassistance. • 
He insisted that the repatriation 
had to be orderly without creating 
problems either for the returning 
DPs or the Pakistat and Afghan 
administrations. Every step would, 
therefore, have to be taken with 
great care and under a phased pro- 
gramme as directec/by the govern- 
ment, he observed. 

The chief ministir would provide 
the necessary gui deline, the com- 
missioner said. ^ 

Asked if the administration 
would be using fcrce to repatriate 
the refugees and to send them to 
camps, Gulzar Khan said neither 
there was any need of that nor it 
was likely to haipen as all the par- 
ties had a collectnre stance. 

The need of repatriation had 
arisen due to tie pressure which 
had been buildifig up on the local 
population and he country's resou- 
rces. Also, the refugees themselves 
felt that their stay in Pakistan, par- 
ticularly in the NWFP, had already 
been over-stret!^hed. 

So far, 22 grfups have been iden- 
tified who ar« ready to return to 
Afghanistan. Their return can take 
place within tlie next 10 dpvs. 
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Repatriation of Afghan DPs 



OF late a marked improvement 
has been noticed in the govern- 
ment's poliey vis-a«vis repatriation 
of 1.5 million registered and 
unregistered Afghan DPs living in 
NWFP for the last about 20 years. 
Hopefully the government will 
accelerate its efforts, in consulta- 
tion with local experts, the repre- 
sentatives of Afghan DPs in the 
province, those nominated by 
Afghanistan's Taliban administra- 
tion ruling more than three-fourth 
of that country and numerous UN 
bodies with the UNHCR on top of 
them, to send the DPs back to 
their homeland to enable them to 

t^e part in the reconsmiction of 
their war-ravaged country and 
start a new life after more than 
two decades of forced or self- 
enforced banishment for reasons 

not shrouded in mystery. 
Notwithstanding the misfortune 

that befell them, these people 
would find that there were better 
chances to live a respectable life 
in their homeland than any where 
else in the world even if it were 
the prosperous United States and 
Europe where, forced by circum- 
stances, few have migrated to. 
Their chances of econonic 
progress would be even brigltter 
because once they make a begin- 
ning in all seriousness they mil 
find the support of international 
community not wanting. 

However, the precondition of 
restoration of peace in the land, 
guarantee of safety and security of 
human life and that of basic 
human rights, both for men and 
women, will be on the top of the 
agenda of those wanting to help. 
All this once ensured, (and there 
is no reason why it cannot be so 
done), Afghan nation has foresight 
and vitality enough to make a 
socio-economic breakthrough and 
also attain political invulnerability 
in not too distant future. Given 
this, the Afghan nation has the 
wisdom and prowess to leave 
behind many a nation who today 
boast of economic progress and 
also command political respect. 



This is because the nation has 
learnt a lesson, knows its way to 
success and has history and tradi- 
tion behind it. • 

Hopefully, the July 30 sched- 
uled tripartite moot, to be 
presided by NWFP Chief Minister 
Sardar Mahtab at Peshawar, will 
take important and far-reaching 
decisions to make the return of 
DPs more practical, respectable 
and comfortable than has been 
the case so far. This can be 
realised with the active support of 
Pakistan and financial assistance 
of the world community which 
unfortunately turned itself away 
from the Afghan nation and its 
miseries once its objective of 
bleeding the erstwhile Soviet 
Union to death was achieved 
through the sacrifices of millions 
of Afghans. If the two of them 
even now failed to rehabilitate the 
people of this devastated land, 
which fell prey to international 
conspiracies, history will not for- 
give them nor would they them- 
selves be able sit in peace for it 
has now become a small world. 
The recent events hold testimony 
to that. 

The gcwernment of Pakistan 
should re^se that if the stay of 
DPs is further overstretched it 
may have grave consequences as 
it would amount to over-testing 
the patience of the local popula- 
tion whose resources stand shrunk 
as a result of government's way- 
ward Gecohomic policies, rampant 
corruption and its miserable fail- 
ure on the political front. The gov- 
ernment sooth sayers have in store 
nothing but words, promises and 
pledges with little done for the 
people. The government func- 
tionaries have already played 
havoc with the economy of this 
country and more difficult times 
are ahead of us for no on-ground 
corrective measures are in sight. It 
is people's will to live which has 
kept the nation from being torn 
apart. To that the government had 
nothing to contribute nor can one 
expect much from it in future 
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imless -the system can be funda- 
mentally transformed. This, too, 
remains a far ay. 

In the given circumstances, as 
these taifortunately inteminably 
exist in Pakistan, one shouici not 
be surprKed if in time even the 
people of war ravaged 
Afghanistan, now trotting th» 
globe, leave Pakistan far behind 
economically if they work hard 
and make full VRe of opportunities 
that come their way. This has 
already happened Look at India, 
South Korea, Malaysia and so 
many other East Asian nations. 
Look at Iran, Chha and the 
Central Asian states. XU of these, 
once behind us, are far ahead of 
us economically and continue 
making strides while weare least 
ashamed of living on-oreign 
bread and butter and pled^ng our 
resources to foreign masten 

A peaceful and early refetria- 
tion of Afghan DPs is all thejiore 
necessary lest some thing happens 
which should embitter our dila- 
tions with them and leave beltid 
bad memories. If unluckily sue a 
situation arises we shall not e 
able to retain whatever little goa 
wiU now exists between us and th 
Afghan nation. The time is fas 
running out. Hasty but careful 
steps should be taken and the 
international community should 
be persuaded to fully participate 
in the return of DPs and rehabili- 
tation of their devastated 
resources. 

' It is the prime responsibility 
especially of the United States 
which used Afghans for its proxy 
war with the Soviets and has now 
turned away from them. Let the 
UNHCR have sufficient funds to 
finance the project. Naturally, 
Pakistan cannot handle the 
process alone nor does it have 
' fmandal resources. The 30th July 
meeting should ponder over all 
aspects of the problem. And this 
should be done in all seriousness 
so that a strate©' can be evolved. 
Such a strategy wiH brook no loop- 
holes and no delays. 
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stringent laws hamper 
Afghans' repatriation 



From Shamim Shahld 

PESHAWAR - Though the United 
Nations High Commission for Refu- 
gees (UNHCR), the Pakistan and Ira- 
nian government are struggling hand in 
hand to encourage volunteer r^atria- 
tion of the Afghan refugees, yet lack of 
livelihood sources and strict lava's of 
Taliban government have hampered the 
repatriation process. 

The UNHCR had already announced 
a package containing cash amount, 
wheat bags and plastic sheets, for the 
refugees. 

During a visit to Torkham this corre- 
spondent witnessed that a large number 
of Afghan families are going back to 
their motherland. The UNHCR volun- 
teers in Torkham told this correspond- 
ent that so far they had registered 17 
families comprising 110 persons that 
had returned to Afghanistan, utilising 
the transportation facilities provided by 
the UNHCR. Likewise, the families 
have also received the UNHCR repa- 
triation package, including Rs 5000 
cash and 300 kg wheat per family. 

It was further learnt that after reach- 
ing the UNHCR repatriation station at 
Jalalabad, these families with the col- 
laboration of Taliban authorities are 
being despatched to their home villag- 
es and towns in the vehicles, arranged' 



free of cbst for them by all of the con- 
cerned quarters. 

Besides the UNHCR, a number of 
other NGO's are also contributing to 
repatriation of the refugees in their 
homes and towns. 

But almost all these projects are con- 
centrated in some particular provinces, 
where eitiier Taliban didn't face aiiy 
resistance or have been succeeded in 
estabUshment of their complete rule. 

The UNHCR authorities had earlier 
said tiiat by the end of June, number of 
returning refugees in current sunmier 
was above 5 1,000. A recent UN week- 
ly update states that in the last one week 
some 400 families, comprising 2183 
persons had returned from both NWFP 
and Balochistan to NWFP. Apart from 
such a great number of the repatriating 
refugees from both the provinces, 100 
families had only returned to Khushi 
district of Logar province. Besides the 
UN reports, the personnel of secret 
agencies, stationed at Torkham have 
claimed that number of returning refu- 
gees was more than 5,000 in June. 

There are conflicting views of vari- 
ous functionaries that the Afghans 
tiiemselves are yet to get surety aboiit 
complete peace and harmony in their 
motherland. An Afghan refugee who 
was entering Pakistan, said that al- 
tiiough he |iad shifted his family mem- 



bers to inside Afghanistan, it is impos- 
sible for them to survive there. Elabo- 
rating his point of view, he said that 
except Agriculture field or smuggling 
food items from Pakistan, there is noth- 
ing to do inside Afghanistan. 

The Afghans are also facing difficul- 
ties to adjust themselves. 

The personnel of secret agencies and 
Pakistani traders have informed that 
foreign assistance and aid had made 
greedy these people. After getting the 
UNHCR repatriation package, these 
families are again entering Pakistan. He 
added that they had made it a business 
or a source of livelihood. But the Af- 
ghan traders have disagreed with tiiis 
perception and added that unless com- 
plete peace it could be impossible ei- 
ther for UNHCR or for Pakistan to get 
1 00 per cent repatriation of the refugees. 

Besides lack of employment oppor- 
tunities and basic facilities of life, the 
renewed US threats of firing cruise mis- 
siles against the Arab militant Osama 
Bin Laden is also another hurdle in re- 
' patriation of die refugees. On the bor- 
der, the transporters and drivers, arriv- 
ing from various parts of Afghanistan 
particularly from Jalalabad, say that Af- 
ghans are expecting another round of air- 
strikes by the United States in the near 
future, therefore majority of the civil- 
ians is to move to sifer places. 
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UN to arrange workshop 
on bee-keeping for Afghans 



From Our Correspondeint 

PESHAWAR - The Foob A^puR 
rure Organisation of UNO will begin 
a two- week course for Afghan bee- 
keepers and extension workers in Is- 
lamabad with a a view to make bee- 
keeping more effective sector, states 
a UNDP statement issued here on Fri- 
day. 

The course will demonstrate how to 
use equipment that can be made with- 
in Afghanistan. It will also teach par- 
ticipants how to make a range of prod- 
ucts using honey and beeswax. In the 



long terni., such training will hejp Af-. 
ghan beekeepers to develop a self-suf-^ 
ficient industry. - . • ■ 

A good source of both food and in- 
come, beekeeping can be done in cul- 
tivated areas as well those that are out 
of cultivation, such as mined areas. 

It also ensure that crops are polli- 
nated. Beekeeping is possible for peo- 
ple of any age and either gender. It is 
particularly valuable for AfgWan 
women because bees can be kept near 
to home and attended to when time 
allows. J . 

It states that 30 women and men will 



attend the course, including commer- 
cijal Afghari beekeepers who move 
' theiPSeeslthroughdut Afghanistan and 
Pakistan, Afghan refugees and person- 
nel of the NGO*s and UN agenciesV- 
The training course will take place 
at the NARC Honeybee Researc'h 
Institute Islamabad. It is being' 
funded by DFID and organised by 
FAO and the NARC Honeybee Re-' 
search Institute. Dr Nasreen MuzafsH*, 
Director of the Institute, will join with' 
FAO Consultants Dr Nicol Bradbear 
from UK and Dr Henrik Hansen from 
Denmark. 



Rival forces conti nue fighting in Samangan 

Brahimi in Kabul to 
pursue peace efforts 



KABUL (AFP) - UN sj^ial envoy 
Lakhdar Brahimi is in Kabul to further 
a shaky peace process initiated this 
week with talks between the Taliban and 
its opponents in Uzbekistan, official 
sources said Thursday. 

Brahimi, who arrived in the Afghan 
capital late Wednesday, will meet Mul- 
lah Mohammad Rabbani, head of the 
Taliban ruling council here, sources 
said. 

Brahimi is in Kabul to keep up the 
momentum toward peace following the 
Tashkent talks and try to prevent a pos- 
sible major summer offensive by the 
Taliban against the opfwsition North- 
em Alliance, sources said. 

The UN envoy is expected to stay in 
Afghanistan until Sunday and he may 
also visit the southern Kandahar head- 
quarters of the Taliban for a meeting 
with the Islamic militia's supreme lead- 
er MuUa Mohammad Omar, they add- 
ed. . 

During their meeting in Uzbekistan 
the representatives of tht warring sides 
agreed to hold further discussions in 
future on a ceasefire, prisoner swaps and 
fresh peace negotiations after approval 
by their leaders. 

The Tashkent talks were held within 
a UN-sponsored group of eight coun- 
tries, which has been trying to bring 
about a negotiated settlement of the 
conflict through establishment of a 
broad-based ' fghan government. 



Meanwhile, Heavy fighting contin- 
ued Thursday between the ruling Tali- 
ban militia and opposition northern al- 
liance troops for the control of a pass in 
northern Samangan province, the Af- 
ghan Islamic Press (AIP) reported. 

The rival forces, using heavy artillery, 
were engaged in fierce fighting for Hus- 
saini pass, part of which is in the oppo- 
sition's hands, it said. 

The Pakistan based private news serv- 
ice quoted Taliban officials as saying 
that Thursday's fighting claimed three 
lives on both sides. It gave no details. 

AIP said the Taliban had cfarlier 
pushed back opposition forces from 
Darr-e-Sauf district in Samangan prov- 
ince. *We have forced the. opposition 
troops to retreat into the mountains' on 
the western side of Darr-i-Sauf, AIP 
quoted a Taliban official as saying. 

Around a dozen fighters from both 
sides were killed in Wednesday's fight- 
ing in Samangan where the rival forces 
have continually clashed over the past 
few months. 

The opposition, which controls sev- 
eral provinces in northern Afghanistan, 
earlier claimed to have beaten back sev- 
eral Taliban attacks in the area. 

The fighting did not cease despite 
Tuesday's agreement between Taliban 
and opposition officials in Tashkent to 
discuss a ceasefire, prisoner swap and 
dates for a fresh round of peace negoti- 
ations with their leaders. 



UN, US concemed 
over killing of 
Afghan leader . 

From Our Correspondent 

PESHAWAR - Secretary General of 
United Nations Kofi Annan has ex- 
pressed deep concern over the assassi- 
nation of Afghan leader Abdul Ahad 
Karzai. 

In a statement faxed to this office on 
Friday he said that he was concemed 
about the repeated attempts on the lives 
of exiled Afghan leaders in Pakistan. 

He appealed to the Pakistani authori- 
ties to do their utmost to investigate 
Karzai death and ensure safety of Af- 
ghans residing in Pakistan. 

Meanwhile, according to a USIS re- 
port, the State Department has also con- 
demned the killing of Afghan leader. 
The text of the statement reads: 

"We deplore the tragic killing of Af- 
jghan tribal leader and former Senator 
^AWul. Ahad KanM on July 14 in Quet- 
ta,' Pakistan. His killers have not been 
identified. Mr Karzai was the distin- 
guished leader of the Populzai tribe and 
a major vice for moderation among the 
Pushtun tribes. He played a significant 
role in the fight against the Soviet oc- 
cupation of his country. In recent years, 
Mr. Karzai was active in trying to find 
peace in Afghanistan. Our sympathies 
go out to his family and friends." 
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UN predicts severe food 
shortage in Afghanistan 



By Our Staff Reporter 

ISLAMABAD - The UN predicts a 
precarious food shortage of 1.13 mil- 
lion tons in 2000 due to poor produc- 
tion of crops due to erratic rains. 

Mike Sackett of the World Food Pro- 
gramme (WFP) and Bary Stride of the 
Food Agriculture Organisation (FAO) 
told the weekly press briefing at the UN 
Information Center that the shortage is 
one of the severest in recent years. 

A field study by the WF:P-FA0 
showed that wheat production fell both 
in irrigated and rain-fed areas because 
Af ghsmistan experienced diy conditions 
this year, with snowfall being the low- 
est in 40 years. 

fields were good in the Eastern and 
southwestern regions due to sufficient 
water availability while in the Central 
Northern and Southern regions reduced 

availability of irrigation waters has 
diminished yields. 

Low rainfalls in Eastern and South- 
em region and yellow rust and pest 
damage in northern region were said to 
be the main reasons for the fall in wheat 
production. 



Mike Sockett said Afghan traders 
were expected to import 800,000 tons 
of wheat, while the WFP planned to 
supply 206,000 tons to meet the short- 
age. 

The WFP has 97,000 in the pipeline 
for 1999 and would require 45 million 
dollars in donations to arrange the re- 
maining 109,000 tons. Its emergency 
food aid taigets about 1.2 million Af- 
ghans. 

Some 85 percent of the country's es- 
timated 21 million people depend on 
agriculture for their livelihood. Only 
about 12 percent of the country's total 
land are arable, with 3 percent under, 
forest cover, 46 percent permanent pas- 
turesi. while the rest (39 percent) is 
mountainous. About half of the culti- 
vable area is irrigated while the other 
half is arid of rain-fed. 

For 1999 the harvested area for irri- 
gated wheat is expected to be reduced 
by, about 3 percent compared to 1998, 
largely due to an increase in cash crops 
(onion, potato, poppy and tree crops 
such as almonds and ^ricots) and dry- 
land wheat plantings, which largely 
failed. This year's irrigated wheat har- 



UN Council calls for 
immediate talks 



By Our Correspondent 



UNITED NATIONS, July 29: 
Saying that it was gravely con- 
cerned at the reports of a major 
assault by the Taliban in 
Afghanistan, the United Nations 
Security Council on Wednesday 
called on the warring Afghan fac- 
tions to enter into negotiations 
immediately to find a political set- 
tlement. 

In a press statement, the council 
members voiced concern at the 
deteriorating humanitarian situa- 
tion which, they said, could under- 
mine the international communi- 
ty's efforts to bring about a speedy 
end to the armed conflict in 
Afghanistan. They called for an 
immediate end to outside militar>' 
support for all factions. 

The council members also 
expressed support for the peace- 
making efforts by Secretary- 



General Kofi Aiman and his special 
envoy for Afghanistan Lakhdar 
Brahimi and said the recent meet- 
ing of the "six-plus-two" group in 
Tashkent, Uzbekistan, was 
an important step towards a politi- 
cal settlement of the Afghan 
problem. 

Afghanistan's warring parties, 
the Taliban and the Northern 
Alliance, attended the meeting of 
the group, which consists of the 
Russian Federation, the United 
States and Afghanistan's six neigh- 
bours: China, Iran, Pakistan, 
Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and 
Uzbekistan. 

^leaiiwhile, UN agencies operat- 
ing in Afghanistan said on 
Thursday they were extremely con- 
cerned at the disruption of humani- 
tarian activities by the rocketing of 
Kabul airport on Tuesday. 



vest is expected to yield 1.99 million 
tones as compared to 2.02 million tones 
in 1998, a decrease of 1 .5 percent. 

Low rainfall has caused the failure of 
the rain-fed wheat crop in the Eastern 
and Southern regions. Reduced rainfall, 
yellow rust and other pest damage have 
reduced potential yields in the northern 
region. This year's wheat rain-fed har- 
vest is expected to yield 512000 tones, 
a reduction of 37 percent compared to 
last year's total of 814000 tones. Over- 
all, Uiere is expected to be a reduction 
of 1 1 .8% for all wheat crops and a 16% 
reduction for all cereal crops. 

Wheat is the main food crop, account- 
ing for more than three-quarters of food 
grain production. Since 1995 the agri- 
cultural section in Afghanistan has been 
steadily registering an appreciable re- 
covery. 

The FAO Crops Project provides im- 
proved seed to farmers and the FAO/ 
WFP Food for Seed Programme assists 
in preserving some improved seed for 
planning in later years. The UN 
demining programme has served to 
increase the agricultural land avail- 
able for planting. 



UN-sponsored 
moot on Afghan 
crisis begins today 

ISLAMB AD (NNI) - The UN- 
sponsored conference of the "six- 
plus-two" group begins in Tashkent 
today to discuss ways for peaceful 
solution to the long-stand Afghan 
imbroglio. 

Deputy foreign ministers from Af- 
ghanistan's neighboring countries, the 
United States and Russia will attend 
the two-day conference. Pakistan will 
be represented by envoy on Afghan- 
istan Iftikhar and Pakistan's ambas- 
sador to Afghanistan Aziz Khan. Rep- 
resentatives of the ruling Taliban and 
the Opposition northern alliance will 
also participate in the moot. 
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Brahimi returning 
to New York after 
failure of mission 



By Hasan Akhtar 



ISLAMABAD, July 29: As the 11- 
year-old intra-Afghan ethnic war 
assumes ferocity once again in the 
northern part of Afghanistan, the ■ 
UN Secretary General's special 
envoy, Lakhdar Brahimi, who has 
been in the region for the last 
about 10 days, is returning on 
Friday to New York, giving an obvi- 
ous signal of yet another failure of 
his mission in the strife-torn coun- 
try. 

There was no official announce- 
ment about the arrival and engage- 
ments of Brahimi. He, however, 
reportedly sent his last report on 
the current fighting and situation 
in Afghanistan to Secretary 
General Kofi Annan on Thursday 
evening on the dismal situation in 
that country. 

While the belligerents taking 
advantage of the warm months 
have once again started exchanging 
major attacks against each other, 
millions of people in the tovms and 
countryside remained unfed and 
shelterless as in the past ten years 
or so. 

The opposing sides in the coun- 
try, which has seen no peace for the 
last 21 years, had been engaged in 
preparing for fresh rounds of grue- 
some fighting while Brahimi after 
yet another meeting of the Six plus 
Two contact group on Afghanistan 
failed to achieve any thing substan- 
tial except making another futile 
appeal to Iran, Pakistan, Tajikistan 
to stop military and other material 
support to the warring factions. 

Brahimi, who also made his last 
ditch effort last week in Kabul to 
set up bridges between TaHban and 
their non-Pushtoon multi-ethnic 
adversaries, led mainly by Ahmad 
Shah Masoud, could not prevent 
flare up of another round of grim 



fighting and carnage in northern 
Afghanistan where the Afghan 
minorities are confined, attempting 
to ward off completei take over of 
Afghanistan, 80 to 90 per cent of 
which is already governed by the 
Taliban militia. 

Brahimi, who is about to com- 
plete two years as UN special 
envoy, in his unsuccessful quest to 
restore peace in Afghanistan, with 
a view to paving the way for a 
durable multi-party government, 
arrived in Islamabad earlier this 
week from Kabul, just before 
Kabul airport was closed as a result 
of the air and ground shelling by 
anti-Taliban forces to all air traffic 
including the UN arid international 
aid flights. 

Mr Brahimi remained inaccessi- 
ble to this coi*respondent through- 
out the day one on one pretext or 
the other. No information was avail- 
able as to his engagements in 
Islamabad except jth^t, according 
informed sources, he had held 
extensive discussions with the 
Pakistan government officials and 
some important diplomats on the 
latest developments in Afghanistan. 

While the dominant view in offi- 
cial and diplomatic circles in 
Islamabad is that the Taliban, who 
launched the offensive this week 
against Ahmed Shah Masoud, were 
close to achieving total control of 
Afghanistan, the UN envoy and the 
Western diplomats assert that even 
after the capitulation of the pre- 
sent opposition, Afghanistan would 
not be able to regain stability and 
peace which would stand in the 
way of its reconstruction and devel- 
opment. 

The neighbouring Central Asian 
states are expected to serve as 
bases for incursions. 
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US imposes sanctions 
against Taliban govt 



WASHINGTON (AP) - President 
Bill Clinton has imposed financial sanc- 
tions against the Taliban religious mili- 
tia that rules Afghanistan in retaliation 
for its reputed support of Osama bin 
Laden, the alleged international terror- 
ist. 

Clinton signed an executive order 
Monday imposing the sanctions. Bin 
Laden was placed on the FBPs **Ten 
Most Wanted List" last month with a 
dlrs 5 million reward offered for infor- 
mation leading to his arrest. 

*To this day, bin Laden and his net- 
work continue to plan new attacks 
against Americans without regard for 
the innocence of their intended vic- 
tims or for those non-Americans 
who might get in the way of his at- 
tack," Clinton said in a written state- 
ment. 

He said his executive order "will 
deepen the international isolation of the 
Taliban, limit its ability to support ter- 
rorist networks and demonstrate the 
need to conform to the accepted norms 
of international behavior.** 

In practical terms, the impact of the 
sanctions probably will be modest, a 
senior administration official acknowl- 
edged, speaking on condition of ano- 
nymity. It is not clear what assets might 
be affected, the official said, but de- 
clared that the action sends a clear mes- 



sage that the United States will not tol- 
erate those who shelter international 
terrorists. 

U.S. trade wuth Afghanistan totaled 
dlrs 24 million in 1998. United States 
has sanctions in effect covering more 
than two dozen countries, from Angola 
to Zambia, accounting for half of the 
world*s population. 

Tlie ordei fieczes any property of the 
Taliban within U.S;. jurisdiction. It also 
prohibits transactions and trade with the 
Taliban or in territory controlled by the 
Taliban, preventing any U.S. invest- 
ment. 

The United States demands that the 
Taliban expel bin Laden to the United 
States for trial or to a third country ' 
where he would face justice for alleged 
crimes. 

The Clinton administration accuses 
bin Laden of masterminding the Aug. 
7, 1998, bombings of U.S. embassies 
in Kenya and Tanzania, which killed 
more than 200 people and injured thou- 
sands, 't 

Washington says bin Laden is still 
hiding in Afghanistan. Others suggest 
he is on his way elsewhere - Somalia, 
Chechnya, even Iraq - preferably some- 
where gripped by anarchy and rife with 
anti-U.S. sentiment. 

Taliban leaders have insisted they do 
not know where he is. 
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us imposes 
sanctions 
against Taliban 

By Our Staff Correspondent 



WASHINGTON, July 6: The 
White House on Tuesday 
announced sanctions against the 
Taliban for continuing to harboiu* 
Saudi millionaire Osama bin 
Laden, it was officially announced. 

President Clinton issued an exec- 
utive order blocking all property 
and interests of Taliban and its 
leaders in the US, senior adminis- 
tration officials said at a special 
briefing at the State Department 
on the subject. 

This does not mean designating 
Taliban as a terrorist group or 



declaring Afghanistan as a terrorist 
state, the officials clarified. 

The order, issued under 
President's International Emer- 
gency Economic Powers Act, pro- 
hibits any transactions and deal- 
ings by US persons in property or 
interests blocked by the order, 
including making or receiving any 
contributions, funds, goods and ser- 
vices. 

The amount blocked will likely 
to be modest but the US wants to 
send a strong message. The order 
does not prohibit travel. 



Cohen changes 

travel plan 
because of bin 
Laden: report 

WASHINGTON, July 17: US 
Secretary of Defence William 
Cohen abruptly cancelled a trip to 
Albania this week after US officials 
determined that supporters of 
Saudi-bom bombing suspect Osama 
bin Laden were looking to strike a 
"high-profile target,*' ABC News 
reported on Friday. 
. The network said that Cohen was 
not believed to be a target but 
scrapped the travel plans on the 
advice of Gen. Wesley Clark, 
NATO's supreme commander. 

ABC said that American intelli- 
gence officials have received 
reports in recent weeks that indi- 
cate bin Laden's operatives may 
plan to use Albania as "the staging 
area for an attack" against a "tar- 
get of opportunity." 

Last month, US Secretary of 
State Madeleine Albright avoided 
Albania in part because of the pres- 
ence there of bin Laden's support- 
ers, ABC $aid. 

Pentagon' spokesman Lt Col 
Steve Campbell told Reuters that, 
the main reason Cohen changed' 
his travel^ plans was that there are 
only about 600 US troops in 
Albania, compared to 6,000 in 
Bosnia^ 

"The primary reason was to visit 
as many troops as possible," said 
Campbell. 

Security concerns, however, were 
"a secondary reason" for the 
change, Campbell acknowledged. 

"We're not going to discuss those 
concerns ... but security is always 
an issue whenever a senior individ- 
ual travels," he said. 

Bin Laden, suspected of coordi- 
nating the bombings of US 
embassies in Kenya and Tanzania 
on Aug. 7, 1998, is on the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation's list of 10 
Most Wanted fugitives. At least 226 
people died in the two blasts. — 
Reuters 



DAWN 



DAWN 



,0 9 



Ji!! 



Washington accuses UAE 
Qatar of aiding Osama 



From Humayun Akhtar 

WASHINGTON -After imposing 
>anctu>us again.>i Taliban the US offi- 
cial > say iliey believe that two sus- 
pevtcvi unmiNt^ wanted by the FBI 
ha\c rec eived help thiv)Ugh iwo Per- 
sian Gulf countries with dose ties to 
Washington^ complicating the admin- 
istration's counterterrorism efforts. 

According to a The New York Times 
report, although the US administration 
has made no public protests, it quietiy 
sent senior officials last week to one of 
the countries, the United Arab Emir- 
ates, to lobby for a halt to a suspected 
fmancial ielaiu)n>hip between a gov- 
ernineia co.itiuilcd bank and Osama 

bin I aden . ^ • 

The papci'iepoiLs that "the Central 
li.K lliiCfu e Ajicncy has obtained evi 
dence thai bin I aden has been allowed 
to funnel money through the Dubai 
Islamic Bank in Dubai, which the 
i uiuy) Aiab Emirates government et- 
tectixclv V vintiols " 

1 he US administration is also con- 
tionimg allegations by some Amen- 
can ottlcials that the foreign mmister 
of Qatar told a suspected lieutenant of 
Ram/i Ahmed Yousef. a convicted ter- 
rorist Khalc d Shaikh Muhammad that 
ar. Fbi counieilerrorism team was on 
Its >sa\ f'> C)arar to arrest him. The 
I nHvU .>tave> v\ anted him in connec- 
tion with a plot to blow up 12 American 
airliners over the Pacific. 

Bi>th cases highlight the difficulties 
ot manaiiing relations with moderate 
Arab stares Umg courted by Washing- 
ton, showered with aid and allowed to 
buN hiiih tecliUv»logy military weap- 
ons. V i»mmeni5 Ine NY Times. 

hi c»^rding 10 tl>e paper. *The Ameri- 
can generosity is meant to encourage 
the moderate 'states to stand as a bul- 
wark against radical Islam, with public 



policies and with quiet support for 
American intelligence operations. But 
analysts say some members of the elite 
even in moderate Arab states appar- 
ently feel a need to hedge their bets 
against critics of their pro Western 
policies and to insure agaiii>t becom 
ing targets of terrorist attacks, theiiv 
selves.** 

According to the paper, the US offi- 
cial blame wealthy "Sunni Arabs" in 
the Persian Gulf for quietly shanng 
Osama bin Ladings anti-Western fun- 
damentalist beliefs, even though they 
run counter to other moderate Arab 
interests. 

US intelligence officials said they 
had evidence that bin laden had a 
relationship with the bank, which they 
believed had been ananged with the 
approval of the officials who control 
the bank. Hie minister of stale for fi- 
nance and industry for the emirates, 
Mohammed Khalfan bin Kharbash. was 
elected chaimian of the bank in Febru- 
ar> . after the government stepped in to 
prop it up in the wake of severe finan- 
cial losses last year that followed 
charges of embezzlement. 

A senior US official who went to the 

Emirates last week said that officials 
were "responsive" to American con- . 
cems about the Dubai bank's involve- 
ment with Osama bin I aden But the 
official refused to provide details about 
the meetings, which included Treasuo' 
Department and National Security 
Council officials. The American offi- 
cials also declined to say how much 
money they believed that Osama 
bin Laden had funneled through the 

bank. , 1 I • 

Estimates ot Osama bin Laden s lus 
wealth vary widely. Some analysts say 
they are convinced that he has just a 
few million dollars left from his vast ' 
inheritance. The Cemral Intelligence 



Agency estimates that he has up to 
$250 million, including assets in legiti- 
mate businesses. „V 

A press adviser in the Emirates Em- 
bassy here, Edmund Ghiueeb, .said he 
could not comment on the susf)ected 
bank dealings. I he Qatar ambassador 
to the United States, Saad Mohammed 
al-Kobasi, declined to comment oftthe 
allegations against officials in his coun- 
try, r iiV 
For years, the main port of call tor 

US warships in the gulf was in the 
Emirates. Last year, the country agreed 
to pay $8 billion for F-16 fighters; a 
major boost for Lockheed Martin. In 
Qatar. con.stniction is under way on 
what United Slates officials say will be 
the Pentagon^ largest prepositiomng 
supply base outside the United States. 
When the $ 1 78 million ciimplex is com- 
pleted in about a year, it will support up 
to 10,1)00 troops and 5,000 vehicles, 
aiding.operati<ms against Iraq. 

Since the Gulf War. Qatar has also 
deepened its economic ties, cutting 
deals with American oilct>mpanies like 
Occidental Petroleum and Mobil 
Breaking with its larger neighbor, Saudi 
Arabia; Qatar also became the first gult 
state to establish' bii^h trade relations 

with Israel. u a 

Its foreign minister. Sheik Hamed 
bin Ja.sim al Thani, plays a significant 
n)le in the relationship with Washing- 
ton. He has met Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright two times, in No- 
vember and February, officials said. 

The Qatar case centers on efforts to 
arrest Khaled in connection with 
Yousef s plot to destroy the airliners. 
Ramzi Yousef was convicted in the 
1993 bombing of the World Tr^e 
Center in Manhattan. In January 1996, 
the United States secretly indicted 
Khaled as an accomplice in the airlijier 
plot. 



Zahir Shah plan 
to solve Afghan 
issue for good 

From Our Correspondent 

PESHAWAR - Prof . Rasool Amin 
known intellectual from Afghanistan 
and chief of the Afghan Education and 
Research Council in Peshawar has said 
that former king Mohammad Zahir 
Shah has initiated a practical struggle 
to find out an amicable solution to the 
conflict. 

The ex-King has constituted a 15- 
memb^ Advisory Board which would 
held detailed deliberations in Rome, It- 
aly, Prof. Amin remarked while talldng 
to ne wsmm in his office on Friday af- 
ternoon. 

Prof. Amin has recently returned 
from Rome after attending the meeting. 
Besides Prof. Amin the meeting was 
also attended by 14 others. 

Prof. Rasool Amin reminded that af- 
ter inaugurating the Advisory Board 
meetmg, former King Mohammad Za- 
hir Shah had told the participants to pin- 
point intorual and external problems of 
Afghanistan. He fiirth^ asked the par- 
ticipants to highlight his role in resolv- 
ing the core issues. 

Similarly, former king had also 
stressed to dbcuss ways and means for 
ensuring Afghsmistan's friendly and 
neighbourly relations wititt those couCn- 
tries who had extended help to them and 
have contributed towards jehad. 

He further said that formcf king has 
also declared that Afghanismn is their 
home and all of them are bound to de- 
vise ways and means for lasting peace 
there. ^ 

Prof. Amin said that Afghan issue 
now had become an international issue 
and besides Afghans the regional and 
internatimial community wanted peace. 

Prof . Rasool Amin fiirther explained 
that 22-year hi^penings in Af glumistan 
had proved that no one can govern Af- 
ghanistan through force and military 
ways. He viewed that die Afghans may 
be given a chance to decide about the 
future of their mothesrland on their own. 

Prof. Rasool Amin confirmed that in 
favour of his efforts former king Mo- 
hammad Zahir Shah is in contacts not 
only with the peace-loving neutral Af- 
ghans but even with Taliban, Northern 
Alliance , Pakistan and Iran. 

He said that only through such steps, 
the long awaited conflict could be re- 
solved and the war-affected people 
could return to their homes. 

Prof. Rasool Amin said since a long 
all of the UN teams had focused efforts 
on negotiations and no one took practi- 
cal steps. 
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Afghan, t^am to 
leave Peshawar ■ 
for Cyprus on 5th 

From Our Correspondent ' • . .'-'^ 
. PESHAWAR-Anll-member dele- 
gation comprising leading Afghan 
elders, intellectui^s and politicians 
would leave Peshawar for Cyprus on 
Monday to attend a threenday confer- 
ence on Afghanistan. *' 

Those who would attend the sch^- 
uled seminar from Pesliawar included 
moderate Afghan leader Sy^ Ishaq 
Gillani, Rahimul^iej^ Mujaddaidi and 
Humayoon Shinwari of the Xfghan 
National Liberatioh J'font (ANLF), 
Humayoon Jareer an<l Ahdul. Hadi Ar- 
ghandiwal of HizbNeIslanii,Pr Moham- 
mad Javed of Hizbe Wahdat, Dr Rahim 
Pukhtoonyar. Dr Fazili, jEngineer Eh- 
san Mayar, Abdul Haq Sl^afaq and Azi- 
zullah Shafaq /\ ' r . . - 

Besides the moderate apd neutral 
Afghans, the Cyprus govenunent has 
also extended invita^ons to the lead^ 
of warring Afghan factions. HoiMbver, 
Taliban hay^'Fefu^iso par^ 
:the confMencer- 



Afghan groups to 
meet in Tashkent 
, : on July 19 

ISLAMABAD (NNI)- The much- 
awaited conference of the "six plus 
two** group on ^ghanistan has been 
convened in Tashkent, the capital of 
Uzbekistan on July 19^20, official 
' sources said on Ttiesday. " 
i Pakistan envoy for Afghanistan If- 
'tikhar Murshid will r^resent Paki- 
; Stan in the two^day moot,^ ivhich will 
discuss ways for die peace^ settie- 
ment of Afghan turmoil, the sources 
told NNI. Members of the group in- 
dfiftie Pal^^liimi Tajikistan Uz- 
'bekist^n^^lli^meiustan, Cl^ 
Uni^ S&tes ahd Russia. The meet- 
ing is likely to be attended by scnne 
foreign ministers, deputy foreign 
ministers and senior officials of me 
member Countries. 
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TASHKENT/ July/ 20r^The leaderships," he said. ; 
Taliban and an opposition a)|^^ agreed to 

failed to reach a^greemeptbn^ fuftlier meetings and the 

ing their confUct at peace.ialks dn ;^ opposition alliance held out hope 
Tuesday, sasring more diplomacy ' that these could stop the Taliban's 
was needed to stop die fighting. - preparation for a summer off en- 
Representatives of the warring sive. . 
parties met in neighbouring *1 think diis is a^oodopppr 
Uzbekistan's capital Tashkent for ty for peace,? \ opposition 
two days Of peace talks despite the -spokesman Dr Abdullah said;^ 
Taliban saying it was preparing for '*We must use this oppcatu&ity in 
a major summer off ensive agsdnst the interests of peace and a peace- 
its lastremaining military f6e. ful solution for our country/* 

They h^d bilateral talks after a;, Representatives from the opposi- 
so-called Six-plus-Two contact tion group said- they knew the 
group meeting on Afghanistan, Ta]jnban:^h^ t6 prepare for 

which urged the sides to end 20 an ol^ensive. ; ^. : 

years of factional, political and eth- The Six-plus-Two group drew up 
nic bloodshed. :r ' . a declaration for the peace settle-, 

*'We had the opportuiiity to get ment on Monday, calling for a 
together with the opposition,** ceasefire.^ The group includes 
Afghan Information Minister Pakistan,. China, Iran, Tajikistan, 
Mullah Amir Khan Muttaqi told Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan plus 
reporters. the US and Russia. 

' *'We spoke about a ceasefire and • While stressing the outcome of 
an^cchange of prisoners and. a' con^ the twoiday talks was positive, de^ 
tinuation of talks, and it now egates said a breakthrough was elu- 
depends on the decision of our sive.— -Reuters 
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US willing 
to talk with 
Taliban on 
Osama 



WASHINGTON, July 9: The 
United States said on Friday it was 
willing to negotiate with Afghan's 
Taliban movement in an effort to 
bring to justice Saudi-bom militant 
Osama bin Laden, accused of 
attacks on US interests. 

"We would welcome the oppor- 
tunity to negotiate bin Laden's 
return to face justice. We continue 
to urge the Taliban to resolve this 
issue. Bringing bin Laden to justice 
remains our bottom line," State 
Department deputy spokesman 
James Foley told Reuters. 

Foley's comments were a direct 
attempt by Washington to test 
which of several recent contradic- 
tory messages from the Taliban 
might reflect the movement's true 
purpose. 

"The Taliban has been trying to 
send signals. I've got one back," 
Foley said. "We've seen press 
reports that they want to negotiate 
with us ... (but) other reports say 
that they have no intention to turn 
him over and that he is protected 
in Afghanistan," Foley added. 

The Taliban admitted on 
Thursday that bin Laden — indict- 
ed by the United States for liast 
year's bombing of two US 
embassies in Africa — was still in 
the country under a special 
Taliban-led guard. 

The admission came amid 
mounting diplomatic and economic 
pressure on the Talibem, including 
an executive White House order 
that banned US trade with 
Afghanistan. 

In an executive order signed on 
Monday and effective from mid- 
night (0400 GMT Tuesday), 
President Bill Clinton also froze 
any assets the Taliban or its lead- 
ers may have in the United States. 

US officials said the last straw 
was intelligence information that 
bin Laden's group, accused of the 
bomb attacks oh the US embassies 
in Nairobi and Dar es Salaam in 
August 1998 in which more than 
220 people died, was planning to 



attack other US embassies in 
Africa. 

Six US embassies in Africa 
closed for a few days in June after 
they came under suspicious sur- 
veillance. The mission in the capi- 
tal of Madagascar, Antananarivo, 
has remained closed. 

"Bin Laden continues to issue 
threats to kill Americans while 
enjoying the protection of the 
Taliban. At the same time his asso- 
ciates continue to engage in activi- 
ties indicating pending planned 
terrorist attacks... So we finally 
decided to iake action," said Foley. 

The sanctions have made most 
Taliban members in Kabul jittery 
as did a US cruise missile attack on 
a suspected bin Laden base in east- 
em Afghanistan last August. 

The Taliban, who reported bin 
Laden's "disappearance" last 
Febmary, said on Thursday he was 
still in Afghanistan under a 
Taliban-led guard and offered 
Washington talks to resolve the 
issue. 

The Taliban have offered to put 
bin Laden on trial if evidence is 
presented of his involvement in 
terrorism. 

In responding positively to the 
Taliban offer of talks to resolve the 
issue, Foley insisted the United 
States was not violating its long- 
held policy of not negotiating with 
what it sees as terrorists. 

While Washington considers bin 
Laden a "terrorist," it has not offi- 
cially designated Afghanistan or 
the Taliban a sponsor of terrorism, 
he noted. In its annual report on 
terrorism worldwide issued last 
April, the State Department did, 
however, fault Afghanistan for not 
fully cooperating with anti-terror 
efforts. 

The Taliban movement took con- 
trol of Kabul three years ago and 
now controls most of the countrv. 
The Northern Alliance, led tfy 
Ahmad Shah Masood, holds pock- 
ets in the centre and northeast. 
— Reuters t^i 
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AI warns of human 
rights violations 



in Afghanistan 



» • » 



By Our Correspondent 



ISLAMABAD, July 30: Amnesty 
International (AI) has warned that 
thousands of civilians in northern 
Afghanistan can suffer serious 
human rights abuses unless interna- 
tional community takes action to 
protect them as the war in the area 
escalates. 

'Once again, civilians are the 
likely targets of human rights abus- 
es in the context of a conflict they 
have no active part in", an AI smte- 
ment said here on Thursday. 

Caught in a game of war 
between armed groups they have 
only the international community 
to turn for protection", the state- 
ment said. 

The organization's warning came 
in the wake of a major offensive 
launched by the Taliban militia 
against the opposition forces led by 
former Afghan defence minister 
Ahmad Shah Masood. 

It said hundreds of civilians had 
been killed following similar offen- 
sives in the recent past. 

'Both the Taliban and the anti- 
Taliban forces have committed 
gross human rights abuses against 
Afghan civilians in the* past. What 
guarantees are there that they will 
spare civilians this lime". 

'Will (he worlcf again stand and 
watch as more civilians die, or will 
this opportunity be seized to 
protect them a»d prevent abuses 
from taking place?" the statement 
said. 

The organization has called upon 
all parties to the conflict to abide by 
the principles of international 
humanitarian law and respect to 
security and physical integrity of 
the civilian population in 
Afghanistan. 



It stressed the international com- 
munity to protect civilians of the 
Tajik minority group in the Panjshir 
valley, as well as thoise living in- 
other parts of Afghanistan. ^ 

In Afghanistan, civilians who are 
unable to flee immediately after a 
new area is captured are often sub- 
jected to systematic abuses by the 
victorious forces. Thousands have 
been massacred, beaten or ill-treat- 
ed. Others have died of suffocation 
while being transported to deten- 
tion centres in metal containers, it 
said. 

According to AI statement seriou^s 
human rights abuses were reported 
from the Bamiyan province in April 
this year as Taliban and anti- 
Taliban forces fought over the are^,* 
and hundreds of houses were 
reportedly burnt by Taliban forces 
as they gained control over the 
area. 

The Taliban leader. Mullah 
Mohammad Omar, condemned 
these house burnings, saying they 
came in retaliation for earlier house 
burnings by the anti-Taliban forces. 
However, his statement only came 
after the abuses had occurred. 

Men, women, young children, at 
times entire families, were report- 
edly killed by Taliban guards. In 
some cases, women and children 
were reportedly separated from 
their families and taken away, not 
to be seen again. 

Serious human rights abuses by 
the anti-Taliban forces against the 
civilian population were also report- 
ed at the same time. Massacres by 
different sides also took places in 
Mazar-i-Sharif in 1997 and 1998 fol- 
lowing offensives to capture that 
city. 



'Osama has 
new base in 
Afghanistan' 

LONDON, July 4: Britain's 
Observer weekly reported on 
Sunday that Osama bin Laden had 
moved to the hills of eastern Afgha- 
nistan from where he continues to 
operate his international network. 

It said he was living in a former 
Soviet collective farm in the village 
of Farmihadda, south of Jalalabad, 
which he bought from the Taliban 
last October. 

He moved in two months ago, is 
reportedly protected by his own 
security and Taliban fighters, and 
was seen in Jalalabad as recently as 
Tuesday. The Observer cites local 
landowners, aid workers, a military 
commander and security service 
informants and western security 
sources for its story. 

The United States has offered a 
five-million-dollar reward for infor- 
mation leading to his capture. 

According to the Observer, Bin 
Laden has survived two recent 
assassination attempts, while intel- 
ligence sources in Islamabad said a 
third was discovered six weeks ago 
and all those involved were killed. 

The paper said he came to know 
the area of eastern Afghanistan 
well while fighting against the 
Russians who used to occupy the 
country. 

He moves constandy for security 
reasons, but a serious medical con- 
dition and back problems are said 
to be making travel more diffi- 
cult.— AFP 
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Iran warns against 

mily aid for rivrf 

Afghan factions 

TEHRAN (AFP) - Iran on Sunday 
warned against giving military assist- 
ance to Afghanistan's warring factions 
after fresh attacks melted all hopes for 
further peace talks. / 

Foreign ministry spokes^ihan Hamid^ 
Reza Asefi called for an ena to *any 
military assistance to Atghan rival fac- 
tions,* in a bid to *prevent escalation of 
clashes and further fratricide in Afghan- 

said. 

Asefi undeained the need to solve the 
conflict through negotiation and 
stressed Iran's full support for peace 
efforts by the United Nations as well as 
the so-called 'Six-plus-Two' group in 
Uzbekistan's capital of Tashkent. 

The Taliban militia controls around 
80 per cent of Afghanistan, but its atr 
tempts to extend its control to the en- 
tire country have been resisted by the 
opposition Northern Alliance. 

Iran has had strained relations with 
the Taliban since the murder of several 
Iranian diplomats and a journalist dur- 
ing the Taliban's capture of the north- 
em Afghan town of Mazar-i-Sharif last 
year. But a Taliban official said Satur- 
day the militia were ready for fence- 
mending talks with Tehran. 
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LONDON (Internews) - Pakistan 
Foreign Minister Sartaj Aziz has said 
the Afghan Taliban*s interpretation of 
Islam is not acceptable even in Islamic 
states that apply the Shariah. 

"I believe their interpretation of Is- 
lam is not acceptable even where Shar- 
ia is the law," Aziz said in an interview 
to the London-based Arabic magazine 
Al-Wasat, He was mentioning the neg- 
ative points of Taliban, as seen by the 
world. 

*Those who went to Afghanistan to 
fight the Russians were motivated by a 
strong religious faith. But all that 
changed when they moved from jehad 
to official responsibility and faced the 
strong reality," he said. 

"It seems from my personal observa- 
tions that the Taliban leaders are not 
prepared to slacken until they have se- 
cured full control of the whole of Af- 
ghanistan. The Taliban's failure in deal- 
ing with the foreign media is also a neg- 
ative point," he said. 

"On the other hand," he pointed out, 
"the Afghan opposition abroad has been 
successful in (Uscrediting the Taliban by 
relating stories, albeit exaggerated ones, 
about the movement" 

Moreover, Sartaj Aziz added, the Tal- 
iban do not have &ie experience or the 
ability to convey a positive or even a 
realistic picture of their situation. 

"For example, when Taliban an- 
nounced they had set up a committee to 
investigate the incidents that followed 
the occupation of Mazar-e-Sharif, we 
in the Pakistan Foreign Ministiy need- 
ed three days to obtain clari^cation 
about the conunittee and its role. 

*This would not have taken long had 
there been well-trained' media teams 
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that could deal with such incidents and 
issues.' But, the Iranian experiment un- 
der Ayatollah Khomeini also passed 
through a similar phase, and it took sev- 
eral years to adjust," he explained. 

He saidin the case of Taliban supre- 
mo Mulldh Omar, no one knows him 
outside Afghan borders. 

About Pakistan's role in efforts to 
reach a common ground between Af- 
ghan opposition and the Taliban, Aziz 
said Islamabad had made some moves 
towards Central Asia and Iran. 

Responding to charges that the Tali- 
ban govt backs or protects terrorism by 
hosting persons like Osania bin Ladin, 
Aziz said when a country is left with- 
out authority or government for a peri- 
od of 1 0 years, many outlaws are bound 
to use it as a safe haven. 

Asked if the United States had re- 
quested Pakistan to expel Osama bin 
Ladin from Afghanistan or deliver him 
to it, Sartaj said Islamabad's ability to 
cooperate with the United States regard- 
ing its request on Ladin was limited. 

"There is huge US interest in this sub- 
ject. The Americans requested us to use 
our relations in order to reach some re- 
sult on this subject. We fight terrorism 
and we have had some experience in 
delivering wanted persons or cooperat- 
ing in their arrest. 

"But, Osama bin Ladin does not ex- 
ist in our territory^" Sartaj Aziz added. 

To a question, Sartaj Aziz said India's 
stand on the issue of Kashmir is not 
flexible and New Delhi should stop tfie 
current escalation or be ready to face 
unforeseen consequences. "I repeat my 
call to the Indian side to stop the esca- 
lation out of fear that its repercussions 
could lead to steps with unforeseen con- 




sequences," he said in an interview to 
London-based Arabic magazine Al- 
Wasat in its latest issue. 

"Pakistan's call for calming down the 
situation does not imply fear because 
we are sure of our armed forces' ability 
to protect our borders," Aziz empha- 
sised. 

Talking about Islamabad's efforts de- 
fuse the Kashmir situation, Aziz said 
Pakistan had all along been drawing the 
world's attention that non-resolution of 
the Kashmir crisis would lead to great- 
er tension between the two countries. 

"We have also said that the people on 
' the Indian side of Kashmir have the 
right to resort to all kinds of methods in 
order to achieve their aims. There are 
clear UN resolutions giving Kashmiris 
the right to determine their own desti- 
ny," he said. 

*This election climate might encour- 
age some Indian officials to tense up the 
situation and call for a major Indian 
military offensive," he said. 

"The large number of casualties 
among the Indian forces in this phase 
could also make it difficult for Indian 
party leaders to accept the present cli- 
mate," tiie Foreign Minister warned. 

*This stand is not flexible. They con- 
tinue saying that Kashmir is a part of 
India and that there is nothing to be dis- 
cussed there, Qur reply to them is that 
there isn't a single country in the world 
that recognises Kashmir as a part of In- 
: dia," Aziz made it clear. 

"We said: If Kashmir is indeed a part 
of India, why do you need to deploy 
700,000 soldiers there; or seven Indian 
soldiers for every Kashmiri? The 
number of those killed in the past 10 
years exceeded 60,000. 



US planning to target 
Afghanistan: JUI 



By Qur Reporter 



LAHORE, July 12: The Jamiat 
Ulema-i-Islam secretary-general 
Maulana Fazlur Rahman has 
warned that the US which has alert- 
ed its forces plans to take a major 
mihtary action against Afghanistan 
for providing shdter to Osama bin 
Laden. 

Addressing a Press conference 
here on Monday the JUI leader said 
the plan to attack Afghanistan 
would be executed by extending 
full support to the forces of Ahmad 
Shah Masud against Taliban. 

He said one of the reasons for 
withdrawal of Mujahideen from 
Kargil was the proposed military 
action by the US against 
Afghanistan as it considered them a 
big threat to its security and appre- 
hended that they could obstruct its 
plan. 

He asked the US to stop its inter- 
ference in the region. He said it was 
not Osama but America a terrorist 
country which had dropped atom 
bombs on Japan and used chemical 
and all dangerous weapons in 
Vietnam. How was it now claiming 
to be champion of hmnan rights, he 
asked. 

He said the US demand to 
Afghanistan for handing oyer 
Osama bin Laden to it was unjusti- 
fied and illegal as there was no pris- 
oners' extradition treaty between 
the two coimtries. 

He said the Afghan government 
had asked the US to provide evi- 
dence of charges against Osama but 
it failed to do so. Thus the demand 
for handing over Osama to US was 
illegal and imjust. 

Referring to the Kashmir issue, 
the Maulana said it has been per- 
manently buried following the joint 
statement of President Bill Clinton 
and Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif. 
He said the statement had betrayed 



the people and Mujahideen of 
Kashmir whose freedom mqyement 
had received a great setback. He 
feared that it would also have seri- 
ous reactionUo their demand for 
the accession of Jammu and 
Kashmir to Pakistan. 

He said the people of Pakistan 
had not given Mr Sharif heavy naan- 
date for taking such a bad decision. 
No explanation or interpretation of 
the decision would be acceptable to 
the people nor would it be reason- 
able, he added. 

He said the JUI was of the opin- 
ion that the .withdrawal of 
Mujahideen from Kargil would put 
an end to the Kashmir issue once 
and for all The J^I had decided to 
observe a protest day on Friday 
(July 16) throughput the country by 
holding rallies and protest meet- 
ings. 

He said the government should 
have taken into consideration all 
options before undertaking the 
Kargil operation, the options of a 
nuclear war and its. deteriorating 
financial conditions, etc He said it 
was clear to the entire world who 
was supporting th^ Kashmiri free- 
dom struggle as ho other country 
but Pakistan was, behind the move- 
ment 

The JUI leader said the govern- 
ment had miserably failed on 
Kashmir issue and it had no right to 
stay even for a day. He said all 
poUtical parties which had issued a 
resolution in an aU-parties confer- 
ence on the Kashmir issue should 
hold another conference to recon- 
sider the issue. 

He said the people had lost faith 
in democracy after the misdeeds of 
the nders and fliey want to change 
not the government but the present 
system with a new system based on 
Islamic principles. 
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CBR permits 
Afghan NGOs 

to import 

vehicles 

By Oiur Correspondent 

ISLAMABAD; July 12: Central 
Board of Revenue has allowed 
import of vehicles duty-free but in a 
limited number by the Afghanistan- 
related NGOs for three months. 

Dawn learnt from Central Board 
of Revenue sources here on 
Monday that the federal govern- 
ment took a decision to this effect 
after a nmnber of representations 
by the Afghanistan-related NGOs 
after the presentation of federal 
budget 1999-2000. 

In thiis connection, a Customs 
General Order has been issued on 
July 12 which says: During the 
Soviet occupation of Afghanistan, a 
large number of refugees shifted to 
Pakistan jand Iran along with their 
families. The prolonged war had a 
devastating effect on the economy 
and the economic activity of the 
icountryi 

After the Soviet withdrawal the 
work;Of rehabiUtation' of the econo- 
my, and the refugees was imdertak- 
en by the United Nations and some 
friendly countries through the 
NGOs. 

The CBR, as a conscious deci^on, 
allowed the NGOs, the headquar- 
ters of which were located at 
Peshawar and Islamabad, to use 
Afghanistan- registered vehicles 
use in Pakistan on temporary basis. 

Since the head offices of most of 
the NGOs are based at Peshawar 
and in order to streamline the pro- 
cedure and to alleviate the prob- 
lems/grievances being faced by the 
NGOs, the CBR is pleaded to dele- 
gate the owners under Section 21 of 
the Customs Act, 1969, to the collec- 
tor of Customs and Central, Excise, 
Peshawar, to allow temporary 
importation of a very limited nimi- 
ber of Afghanistan registered vehi- 
cles for the bonafide use of the 
NGOs which are doing rehabilita- 
tion work inside Afghanistan for a 
period of three months only. 

The conditions set for this pur- 
pose are: The collector shall main- 
tain a detailed information in a 
master register and shall also sub- 
mit a monthly statement to the CBR 
by the 7th of the following month to 
which it relates regarding the total 
number of vehicles allowed till the 
end of the month. Collector of 
Customs, Peshawar shall ensure 
that the facility is not misused by 
the unscrupulous elements. 

The following details would have 
to be submitted by the collector 
Customs, Peshawar, to the CBR: 
name of NGO; model and make of 
the vehicle; chassis nmnber of the 
Vehicle; engine number of the vehi- 
cle; date of issue of authority to 
import; date of expiry of the 
authority. 
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Afghan leader's murder condemned 



Bureau Report 



! 



PESHAWAR, July 20: Pukhtoon- 
khwa Qaumi Party (PQP) chief 
Ladf Afridi, MNA, has condemned 
the assassination of Abdul Ahad 
Karzai, an Afghan leader. Karzai 
was recently shot dead in Quetta 
allegedly in a terrorist attack. 

In his statement, the tribal MNA 
paid homage to the late Karzai for 
his peace-making efforts to pro- 
mote national understanding and 
reconciliation among various 
Af ^lan factions. Mr Afridi said that 
Karzai's death was an irreparable 



loss to the national cause of Afghan 
people. 

On b^alf of his party, Afridi said 
that the PQP deplored such acts of 
terrorism against prominent Afghan 
figures residing in Pakistan. 

He said it was regrettable that 
the Pakistan government had so far 
not been able to track down any of 
the culprits responsible for the 
physical elimination of Afghan 
notables striving for a just resolu- 
tion of the ongoing genocidal con- 
flict in Afghanistan. 



96 detonators 
redovered from 
Afghan national 

• • 1 ^' ' . ; - . — — 

Bfy Ai>rar Saeed 



RAWALPINDI - Police and Excise 
officiate during their routine checking 
on Monday near Rawat recovered 96 
det^ators from a person heading for 
Lahore from Peshawar and registered 
a case against him, under Explosive 

Act. ! ' , 

The officials of Excise and police 
were searching the vehicles at Channi 
Bridge checl^ost when they recov- 
ered some 96 detonators ftpm the lug- 
gage of Gul Zameen Khan, an Afghan 
national, and booked him under Ex- 
plosive Act. 

GulZameen Khan was coming from 
Peshawar and hi;5 destination was 
Lahore.Police sources said that the 
detonators were packed in six small 
boxes which were concealed in the 
clodis.These detonators were of high 
quality and could be used for detonat- 
ing heavy explosives, police officials 
said. 

The detonators were sent for further 
examination and further investigations 
are in progress. The case, against Gul 
Zameen Khan was registered in Po- 
lice Station, Rawat. 
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JUI (F) cdffceiiied " 
over US get-Osama 
activities in Pakistan 

By Our Staff Reporter 



ISLAMABAD - Maulana Shirani, 
parliamentary leader of JUIOF)» Thurs- 
day expressed his concern oyer the re- 
ports that American commandoes had 
landed in Peshawar to conduct an oper- 
ation for arresting Osama Bin Laden, 
the Saudi dissident who is wanted by 
US in alleged terrorist activities, from 
Afghanistan. 

He was speaking in the National As- 
sembly on a point of ord«". He said peo- 
ple of Pakistan were q)prehensive that 
the government was supporting these 
commandoes in arresting Ladin. He 
asked the government to conttnit wheth- 
er the report of American commandoes 

was authentic or not 

He said there were reports that some 
American ddps were close to Gwadar 
which indicated that they were prepar- 
ing for launching another attack on La- 
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din in Afghanistan. 

. Minister for Parliamentary Affairs 

Yaseen Wattoo sfud he would pass on 

the concern of Maulana to the Foreign 

Office. 

On another point of order deputy 
Opposition leader Khurshid Shah al- 
leged that the govemmmt had arrested 
a banker from Lahore and brought him 
to Islamabad as he had detected some 
default on part of Redco. 

He alleged the banker, Naeem-ur- 
Rehman, was working cm recovering Rs 
one. billion default of Redco against 
UBL. The Speaker Dlahi Bakhsh Soom- 
ro advised Shah to move a calling at- 
tention notice in this regard. 

A privilege motion moved by Chaud- 
h^^ Bashir Virk regarding release of 
funds by the Health Ministry in favour 
of MNAs for purchase of medicines 
was referred to the privilege commit- 
tee. 

\^ maintained that the government 
had fixed ^ds for MNAs jn thft budg- 
et These funds are misused by minis- 
try officials and the Parliamentarians 
are blamed for taking n^cines. 

Health Minister Javed Hashmi did not 
opposq the motion and said diat earlier 
funds in the name of purchasing medi- 
cines were withheld on the request of 
the Parliamentarians. 

A group of Maulanas from Opposi- 
tion, ruling party and FATA objected to 
the Speaker saying that he did not ad- 
journ the proceedings for prayers on last 
I Wednesday when the House was hold- 
ing a debate on Kashmir situation. 

Maulana Shirani and Maulana Abdul 
Ghani of JUI(F), Javed Ibrahim Paracha 
and Moeenuddin L^vi of the ruling 
party and Maulana Noor Mohanunad 
of FATA said the House should have 
been adjourned for the Maghrib 
prayers. 

Tht Speaker defended his position 
saying the House was debating an im- 
portant issue. Later, he advised Yaseen 
Wattoo to take notice of the attitude of 
the ruling party members. 



JUI MNA fears 
another attack 
on Osama's 
hideouts 

Bureau Report 

ISLAMABAD, July 22: Another The issue that was taken up after 

possible attack on Osama bin Sheerani's point of order was about 

Ladin*s hideouts in Af^anistan by the continuation of the National 

the United States was the first issue Assembly's Wednesday evening 

that was taken up by the National session despite Azan for Maghrib 

Assembly here on Thursday. prayers. 

Maulana Mohammad Sheerani of Maulanas from both sides of the 

the Jamiat Ulema-i-Islam, soon political divide were united that 

after the recitation of verses from the speaker should have adjourned 

Holy Quran, apprehended that the house for the evening prayers 

anodier attack 1^ the US on Ladin instead of allowing Foreign 

wasinoffing. Minister Sartaj Aziz to complete his 

Rising on a point of order, winding up speech on KargiL 

Maulana said that the US comman- Maulana Abdul Ghani of Jamiat 

dos had already arrived in Ulema Islam, on a point of order, 

Peshawar and Quetta to launch said that it was illegal, immoral and 

another off ensive against Ladin. He against the teachings of Islam, 

said a US warship was also in the The speaker admitted that the 

area to repeat the last yedj^s mis- sitting should have been adjourned 

sHe attack on Ladin's hideout in and promised that in future it 

Afghanistan. Maulana Sheerani would not happen. The MNAs 

wanted an explanation from the belonging to treasury benches 

Foreign Minister Sartaj Aziz including Maulana Lakhvi, 

whether Pakistan would again Maulana Javed Ibrahim Paracha 

allow ^e US to use its soil and air- and Maulana Noor Mohammad 

space to attack Afghanistan. were also upset over this and insist- 

Maulana insisted that it was a ed that there was nothing impor- 

matter of great importance so the * tant more than to offer prayers in 

government should immediately time. 

dear its position. There was, how- Maulana Sheerani also supported 

ever, no one from government's this point but minister for parlia- 

side to respond to his concern. meiitary affairs Vasin Wattoo said 

Speaker Elahi Bukhsh Soomro that the sitting was adjourned well 

asked die ministers, present on the in time to allow the members to say 

occasion, to convey JUI leader's thdr prayers. Some of the members 

concern to the foreign minister. He though did not agree with him. He 

also promised Sheerani that he disclosed that the prime minister 

would be given a chance to raise had also asked the foreign minister 

the issue again once the foreign to summarise his winding up 

minister or the minister of state speech so that the prayer time 

turned up. should not be missed. 



P^stan desires 

i peace in 
Afghanistan: PM 

By Our Staff Reporter 

ISLAMABAD - Prime Minister Na- 
waz Sharif has said that Pakistan ear- 
nestly desires the restcH^tion of peace 
in Afghanistan and in this regaid fiilly 
supports the United Nations efforts to 
bring peace in the war-torn country. 

The Prime Nfinister made these re- 
marks in a meeting with the United 
Nations. Special Envoy on Afghanistan 
Lakhdar Brahimi who called on hun in 
Governor House Miinee on Thursday. 
The Prime Minister assured the UN 
Special Envoy of Pakistan's full sup- 
port to its efforts to restore peace in 
Afgjianistan. He told the UN Envoy that 
Pakistan has always supported the UN 
effects in this reganl and Pakistan's own 
Afghan diplomacy is only meant to aug- 
ment UN peace efforts. 

Senior (^Mculs of the Foreign Office 
also f5rt^|a|t^ng^ H??^? j? 
which the latest situation in Afj^ani- 
stan came under discussion. 

Brahimi briefed the Prime Minister 
on Uie prbceedings of the Six Plus Two 
meeting in Tashkent held on 19th and 
20th of this month. 

It was on Pakistan's request that Tal- 
iban accepted the invitation to 6a|;tici- 
^ the tasimu of Six PlttlT«i/& i^th . 
theirrivals. Northern Alliance. Howev- 
er, in the Six Pliis^Two meeting the two 
warring factions failed to reach any 
agreement regarding the cease-fire. 

During the meeting, Brahimi ex- 
pressed concern over the new fighting 
which has broken out between Tdiban 
and Masood forces in north of Afghan- 
istan. 
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Osama repatriation 
matter between US/ 
Afghanistan: Shujat 

By Our Special Correspondent 



on July 4 were totally baseless and un- 
founded. He said these circles have tried 
to unnecessarily implicate Pakistan in 
an issue with which Islamabad has noth- 
ing to do. / 

He said that Washington should di- 
rectly talk to Kabul about the Saudi 
dissident and request its friendly, 
countries to use their influence to 
ISLAMABAD - Interior Minister persuade the Afghan government to 
Chaudhry Shujaat Hussain says Paki-^repatriate Osama bin Laden if it 
Stan has nothing to do with the repatn- wants so. 

ation of Saudi dissident Osama l)in Our Lahore Correspondent 
Landen to the United States or any oth- adds:Pakistan would not allow its land 
er country from Afghanistan. I for any action against Saudi tycoon 
*The matter is between the Unicd Mujahid Federal Interior Minister 
States and Afghanistan, where Osafcna chaucUiry Shujaat Hussain said on Fri- 
is living," he said while talking to The ^j^y. He said Pakistan was not involved 
Nation on Friday. "Pakistan cannot do in any activity regardmg the arrest of 
anything for repatriation of the Saudi Osama Bin Laden, 
dissident to any country because Af- jje said, this may be the headache of 
ghanistan is an independent and sover- Americans and Afghanistan but Paki- 
eign state.** stan has nothing to do with this search 

Chaudhry Shujaat said allegations actitivity and that the government 
hurledJjy some quarters that there was ^q^^ not compromise over the sover- 
any deal on repatriation of Osama dur; eignty of the country, 
ing Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif's taDq denied presence of American 
with President Clinton in Washingtoi commandos in any part of the coun- 
try. He said, **we know how to main- 
tain our integrity and independence, 
we will not allow any intrusion in 
our country". • 

Explaining Kargil policy of the gov- 
ernment, he said that international com- 
munity now has recongised our firm 
stance on Kargil issue as US has asked 
Indians to initiate meaningful dialogue 
with Pakistan. 

He said the government has been 
quite successful in internationalising 
Kashmir issue which the international 
community had put in cold storage, ear- 
lier. 

He said the present government de- 
rives strength from the people of Pa- 
kistan in chalking out such policies, 
"because we believe in people of Pa- 
kistan." 
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He was confident that masses wouli 
c(Hitinue supporting the government 
on its bold and courageous policy on 
Kargil issue because they were well 
aware of the sensitivity of the situ- 
ation hoping they would not encour- 
age any rejected and pessimistic 
elements with ulterior political mo- 
tives. 

Chaudhary Shujaat Hussain 
warned India not to underestimate 
Pakistan and if there was any adven- 
turous activity from that side, **we 
are ready to meet that challenge and 
know how to defend our homeland", 
he said. 

Our Special Correspondent fix)m Is- 
lamabad adds: 

Interior Minister Chaudhry Shujaat 
Hussain says Pakistan has nothing 
to do with the repatriation of Saudi 
dissident Osama bin Laden to the 
United States or any other country 
from Afghanistan. 

*The matter is between the United 
States and Afghanistan, where Osama 
is living," he said while talking to The 
Nation on Friday. **Pakistan cannot do 
ainything for repatriation of the Saudi 
dissident to any country because Af- 
ghanistan is an independent and sover- 
eign State." 

Chaudhry Shujaat said allegations, 
hurled by some quarters that there was 
any deal on repatriation of Osama dur- 
ing Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif's talks 
with President Clinton in Washington 
on July 4 were totally baseless and un- 
founded. 

He said these circles have tried to 
unnecessarily implicate Pakistan in an 
issue with which Islamabad has noth- 
ing to do. 

He said that Washington should di- 
rectly talk to Kabul about the Saudi dis- 
sident and request its friendly countries 
to use their influence to persuade the 
Afghan government to repatriate Osa- 
ma bin Ladtn if it wants so. 



u o 

^ © 



%4 
o 



01) 




z 

Q 



* ^ 



Si 



[Li 




o 




S3 




'ti 



<d qj 4) 2 2 




o o 



0 




till 

a es 0) 

III 
•i1i-2|lil 

§••3 I 8 



!3 1? -a g 

Ills 

43 ^ 



4) 



s 

f 




§'2 

>pi4 CO CD 



Nod 



lb l?i 



■■. IT, <V-^f 



From Our Correspondent 



LAHORE-Prime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif has publicly refuted for the first 
time that during Washington Summit he 
had given any assurance to President 
Clinton for supporting the US Opera- 
tion against Saudi dissident Osama bin 
Laden. 

" We did not discuss this issue at all," 
the PM said when his attention was 
drawn to the allegation levelled by the 
opposition leaders that what had not 
been included in the Washington Dec- 
laration was Prime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif's assurance to President Clinton 
that Pakistan would extend all-out sup- 
port to the United States for Osama*s 
arrest. 

Talking to newsmen after playing 
cricket at Bagh-i-Jinnah on Saturday, 
Mian Nawaz implicitly referring to his 
recent visit to the United States said 
whatever decision he had taken was in 
the best national interests as well as in 
accordance with the wishes of the peo- 
ple of Pakistan. 

" Let's seek public opinion " the PM 
asked the journalists while pointing to 



thl^JliiMill^lP^^ M|in i$e 

th^^^^^^ sftouti ** Itoifdia i 
th^^mi^^ili^^a^ tfae^^ 
pies of both the countries from destruc- 
tion and so on so forfi." Rut the one 
view hedid notl^ireeto was th^t ^Paki- 
stan cannot f^foi^w^'v 

"Don't say so. vfe can afford every- 
thing," the PM shot back. But he firmly 
believed that it would not have been a 
right decision to engage in any major 
conflict with India. He reminded the 
audience of his speech in which he had 
stated that *there was no use of a war in 
which it would be difficult to determine 
who is the winner. 

As Mian Nawaz was convinced that 
he had taken a right decision vis-a-vis 
Kargil issue, he was least bothered 
about the adverse editorial comments 
and articles appearing in certain news- 
papers nor did he care for the protest 
rallies and demonstrations the opposi- 
tion had been staging against the gov- 
ernment these days. 

At this point the PM specifically 
blamed Nawa-i-Waqt for writing ad- 
verse editorials and articles. But he said 
whatever anybody feels he is convinced 
that he had taken a right decision keep- 



Pakistan closely watching 
new Afghan develooments 



ISLAMABAD (fnternews) - Paki- 
stan is closely watching the fighting that 
has broken out between the ruling Tal- 
iban in Afghanistan and dieir opposi- 
tion Northern Alliance forces. 

Afghan watchers told Intemews in 
Islamabad on Thursday that the re- 
newed Taliban offensive against its op- 
ponents holed up in the north was an 
effort to gain control over the remain- 
ing ten percent of the country currently 
not in its jurisdiction. 

They said Pakistan would welcome 
an outright victory for the Taliban, but 
Iran, Russia and some Central Asian 
states fear a Taliban victory could mean 
the export of their extreme form of Is- 
lam to the rest of the region. 

"The West also realises that a major 
Taliban victory would make it increas- 
i.ngly difficult to continue their opposi- 
tion to the Taliban taking Afghanistan's 
seat at the United Nations," one expert 
said. 

Last week UN Secretary General's 



Special Envoy to Afghanistan Lakhdar 
Brahimi had warned of the impending 
military offensive by saying that arms 
were "pouring" into Afghanistan from 
neighbouring countries. 

Apparently a swipe at Pakistan, which 
is accused of backing the Taliban and 
Iran, a supporter of the Northern Alli- 
ance, Brahimi urged the Taliban and its 
foes to declare a halt to three years of 
war. 

Taliban forces have reportedly been 
bolstered by the arrival of recruits - in- 
cluding allegedly hundreds of Pakista- 
ni and Arab nationals - for a fresh of- 
fensive against opposition foa es led by 
veteran commander Ahmad Shah 
Masood. 

Meanwhile, according to the BBC 
Thursday, the Taliban are attacking po- 
sitions held by the opposition Northern 
Alliance around the strategic Panjsher 
valley. 

It is now almost five years since the 
Taliban movement sprang from no- 



where to seize the southern Atghan city 
of Kandahar. 

The Taliban have launched major of- 
fensives each summer since then, tak- 
ing new cities and gradually extending 
their rule throughout most of Afghani- 
stan. 

Some observers believe that the Tale- 
ban cannot afford to wait another year 
before trying to capture the remaining 
territory held by the Northern Alliance. 
They say this summer's campaign could 
be cnjcial. 

Afghanistan's neighbours will be 
watching closely. The fighting tlireclly 
affects the interests of regional coun- 
tries, many of whom support. Afghani- 
stan's vjarious warring factions. 

Although the Taliban have been in 
power in Kabul since 1996, the United 
Slates and the European Union, in par- 
ticular, have opposed moves to recog- 
nise the Taliban's largely Pashtoon ad- 
. ministration and give it Afghanistan's 
seat at UN. 
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Serious consequences if Osama 
attacked, JlII warns US 



From Shamim Shahid 

PESHAWAR— Chief of his own fac- 
tion of Jamiat-ul-Ulema-c-Islam 
Maulana Fad-ur-Rehman has warned 
the American government of dire con- 
sequences if it launched air strikes ei- 
ther against Afghanistan or Arab mili- 
tant Osama bin Laden. 

"After US attack on Afghanistan, 
there will be a declared war between 
the Amwicani and the Muslims where- 
as the latter would wage a jehad against 
the former," he remarked while address- 
ing a well-attended public meeting here 
on Saturday. The public rally was ar- 
ranged by JUI in connection with its 
agitation against withdrawal of muja- 
hideen from the Kargil as well as to 
denounce the frequent US threats to 
Afghanistan. 

Besides Maulana Fazl-ur-Rehman, 
the gathering was addressed by party's 
Provincial Secretary General Nlaulana 
Gul Naseeb Khan, MaUlana Sher Ali 
Shah, Maulana Mohammad Idrees, 
Abdul Jalil Jan, Ghulam Sadiq etc. The 
JUI activists wearing black and white 
turbans along with some like-minded 
Afghans assembled at Kabul Chowk 
early Samrday morning. After listening 
detailed speeches to their leaders, the 
demonstrated proceeded in a procession 
towards Civil Secretariat but they were 
asked to disperse by Maulana Fazl-ur- 
Rehman at Jail Bridge. The angry ac- 
tivists during the rally demonstrated the 
worst kind of anger against US A, the 
Pakistan government and India and 
ch^ted slogans. 

•/the Maulana while showing his 



grave concern over the renewed US 
threats to Afghanistan reminded its rul- 
ers about the fate of former Soviet Un- 
ion and said its threats are a blatant in- 
terference in the affairs of Afghanistan, 
therefore, it needs to stop such tactics. 
He said Afghanistan is an independent 
state and has the right to provide shel- 
ter to its guests. Similarly, he said there 
exists no extradition treaty between the 
US and Afghanistan, so there is no jus- 



tification for the Americans to demand 
extradition of Osama bin Laden, who 
is a guest of Afghanistan. 

The JUI chief said all of them are 
Pukhtoons and arc determined to pro- 
tect their guests, so in their presence no 
one can harm Osama bin Laden. He al- 
leged that Pakistan is again providing 
safe route to USA for launching air 
strikes against Osama. He urged the 
rulers to refrain. 



People shifting to safer places 
senising possible UiS attack 

From Our Correspondent ^ . ; ^ 

PESHAWAR - In the wake of speculated USA au: strikes on Afghamstan, a 
number of foreign nationals besides Afghans shifting to safeer places and m this 
connection three officers of UN agencies entered Pakistan on Saturday. _ 

Reports firom Pak-Afghan border reveal that two Austrahans and one Canadian 
national arrived at Torkham firom Kabul. The AustraUan couple was identified as 
Simon Charles and his wife Dr Karen Lees Richard. The former is a programme 
Manager and the latter is a physician associated with an UN agency. 

Similarly, the Canadian national Anita Louise is a research officer m one ot me 
UN agencies, busy in relief activities inside Afghanistan. 

The officials of various agencies guarding Torkham have informed that a large 
number of Afghans fearing US air strikes against Afghanistan arc entenng Paki- 
stan. While the renewed US threats to Afghanistan as weU as to Osama has also 
affected the flow of repatriating reftigees, they added. „ a 

from such a conspiracy otherwise he warned of dire consequences. He further 
said that if JUI went for implementation of its threats agamst Afghamstan he 
would declare jehad agamst the US citizens m all over the counto^. He urg^ all of 
CIA and other US officers to immediately leave Pakistan as they (the JUI and 
Taliban) are determined to safeguard their guests and heros. 

Commenting on the withdrawal from Kargil by the government, the Maulana 
said that through it the rulers have made a bargain with the US to remain in power. 
He while elaborating his point of view said Prime Mimster Nawaz Shanf is nei- 
ther interested in liberation of Kashmir nor safeguarduig national interests but he 
wants, Fazl said, to develop his family's trade links with India. However, the 
Muslim nation is determined to foil such conspiracies. 



Pakistan won't 
allow its land 
for attack on 
Afghanistan 

ISLAMABAD, July 27: The 
Minister of State for Foreign 
Affairs, Siddique Kanju, on 
Tuesday assured the^ National 
Assembly that Pakistan would not 
allow its territory to be used 
against any other country. 

He was replying to a point of 
order by Maulana Muhammad 
Khan Shirani, who was of the view 
that the US naval fleet was moving 
towards Pakistan's territorial 
waters and there was a danger of 
US missile attacks on Afghanistan. 
The MNA also said that the 
American commandos have 
entered Afghanistan. 

The minister categorically stated 
that no group had entered Afgha- 
nistan from Pakistani territory. 

He also referred to a detailed 
statement of the interior minister 
stating that Pakistan would not 
allow its territory to be used 
against any other country. 

To a point ol order by Syed 
Khurshid Ahmed Shah, the minis- 
ter for water and Power Gohar 
Ayub l^han said that Sindh was get- 
ting more irrigation water than its 
request 

He said that Sindh had given an 
intent of 1,90,000 cusec feet. As 
against this, it was provided 
2,27,000 cusec feet from Chashma 
and another 2,77,000 cusec from 
Taunsa barrages.— NNI 
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Osama a dispute 

between US, 
Afghanistan: Sartaj 

By Our Monitoring Desk 

Foreign Minister Sartaj Aziz has 
strongly dispelled the impression that 
Kargil issue has left Pakistan isolated at 
international level. > ; 

In an interview with VOG on Friday, 
Sartaj Aziz said 56 OIC countries back^ 
Pakistan's stand on the issue and ex- 
tended fiiU support in this regard. *They 
blamed Indian government for over- 
reacting and amassing more than 50,000 
soldiers to gain political mileage/* he 
added. 

The Foreign Minister said India has 
miserably failed in its campaign to brand 
the Kashmiris freedom struggle as a 
terrorism movement supported by Pa- 
kistan. "During his recent European trip 
no countiy accepted that the Kashmiris 
freedom movement was not indig- 
enous," he elaborated. - 

*The European countries have made 
it to clear to India that until New Delhi 
is serious in resolving the Kashmir prob- 
lem the freedom struggle neither can be 
rolled back nor wound up,' < he said. 

Sartaj Aziz said government's detd^' 
sion to send Niaz A. Naik to India dur-^^ 
ing Kargil crisis was need of the hour as 
tension between the two countries was 
runmng high. *The government adopted 
track-2 diplomacy to defuse the tension 
but India refiilied to accept our off er," he 
added. - - ■ f.u 

He relected reports that the US has 
sent some p^le fom;Paki^tQ Af-i: 
ghanistan to eapluris Osioni bin Laden. 
"We would nbt aUow anyone to use our 
territory, ^ houk^^ any attack on a 
third country. Osama is n dispute be- ; 
tween US and Afghanistan and we have | 
nothing to do wiSi it," he remarked. ! 



Pakistan has 
nothing to do 
with Osama 

ISLAMABAD, July 30: Pakistan 
has nothing to do with the move- 
ment of Osama bin Laden, the 
Saudi dissident living as a guest of 
the Taliban in Afghanistan, the 
Foreign Office Spokesman, Tariq 
Altaf , said on Friday. 

He was asked to comment on 
press reports that the Saudi dissi- 
dent wanted by the United States 
for his alleged involvement in the 
bombing of American embassies in 
Kenya and Tanzania in August 
laist year was planning to leave 
Afghanistan for another destina- 
tion. 

"The matter is between the 
Afghan government and Osama bin 
Laden and Pakistan has nothing to 
do in this regard," he stressed. — 
PPI 
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TASHKENT: Talibai^ ^formation Minister Mullah Airiir Khan Muttaqi (L) listens to Dr A. PaktisjJ.a neyrs » 

conference here on Monday. — ^Reuters / ^ ' ^ 




ISLAMABAD: Foreign Minister Sartaj Aziz meets Lakhdar Brahimi, United Nations secretary general's special 

envoy on Afghanistan, here OTi Saturday.--AHP; 
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Uzbek pi^dent^ Masood 
hold peace talfcs 



TASHKENT (Intemews) - A leading 
Afghan opposition commander, Ahmed 
Shah Masood, has held talks with Uz- 
bekistan President Islam Karimov in 
Tashkent, the Uzbek TV reported 
Thursday. 

"I know you well as an authoritative 
person, military leader and politician," 
Karimov was quoted as telling Masood, 
the opposition Northern Alliance lead- 
er, whom he met for the first time. 

**Both leaders ctiscussed the recently 
concluded meeting of the Six-plus-Two 
group meeting on Afghanistan and 
agreed that there, was no military solu- 



tion to the multifarious problems of the 
country," the Uzbek TV said. 

*The Tashkent meeting was planned 
to be a start for talks on possible ac- 
tions directed toward ending the pro- 
tracted conflict in Afghanistan and its 
conseqiiences," President Karimov told 
MasoodJt Uzbek Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Abdulaziz Komilov and a rep- 
resentative of the Northern Alliance Dr 
Abdullah were present at the meeting. 

Masood paid glowing tributes to the 
government of Uid^ddstan for bringing all 
regional and world powers together in 
Ibshkaittohigjbliglitthe Afghan problem. 



Taliban, Pakistan 
main hurdle for 
failure of peace . 
efforts: Masood 

ISLAMABAD (PPI) - A spokesman 
of Afghan Conmiander Ahmed Shah 
Masood has blamed Taliban and what 
he claimed "their real supporter Paki- 
stan are the main reason for failure of 
all peace efforts in Afghanistan:" 

*They have blocked the peace proc- 
ess. At present, too, the stand of Tali- 
ban and Pakistan are the main hurdle in 
way of peace in Afghanistan. We have 
always supported peace efforts 
launched by the UN or Afghan person- 
alities and would continue to do so as 
we wish return of peace to Afghani- 
stan," said Dr Abdullah currently in 
Washington for talks with US officials. 

He told VoA Thursday that his visit 
to Washington is aimed at meeting US 
officials. Special Envoy of UN Secre- 
tary General Lakhdar Brahimi, Con- 
gressmen and Senators to discuss pos- 
sibilities of return of peace to Afghani- 
stan. 

Answering a question Dr Abdullah 
said Taliban are making statements that 
they accept UN peace efforts but in 
practical they are obstructing way of 
peace.There have been number of 
agreements in Ashkabad but later Tali- 
ban backed out of their commitment. 



Masood in 
Uzbekistan 



i'^ Sjenior com- 
mander of oppositidii: forces in 
Afghanistan, Ahmed Shah Massud, 
on Wednesday arrived for talks in 
Uzbekistan toward a ceasefire in 
the continuing conflict, Russian 
news ageoQle^ reported. 

Masood's arrival coincided with 
reports that the Taliban and oppo- 
sition forces resumed fighting: in 
the northerif province of 
Samangan. --'Vv.':- 

Massud fivas expected to meet 
Uzbek Foreign Minister . Abdulasis 
Kamilov to discuss the ceasefire 
the opposition alliance^ proposed 
diuing two-day peace talks led by 
the United Nations in Tashkent 
this week, ITAR-TASS said. 

The representatives of the 
Taliban called during the talks for 
th6 two sides to spare civilian 
objects in the conflict: Both sides, 
pledged to continue their dia- 
logue.— dpa 
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Gun duel between 
Taliban, opposition 



DEH SABZ (Afghanistan), July 
20: The Taliban and the Afghan 
opposition exchanged artillery fire 
across frontlines here on Tuesday 
despite calls at peace talks in 
Tashkent for a temporary cease- 
fire. 

However, most trenches were 
empty after Taliban commanders 
took advantage of the lull in hostili- 
ties and a prisoner exchange to 
give their troops some time off. 

"Most have gone back to Kabul 
to take care of business and to see 
their families," Taliban comman- 
der Omar Gul said as a Red Cross 
plane flew low overhead ferrying 
released Taliban troops to Kabul. 

Gul said it was the third flight to 
have crossed the frontline on 
Tuesday morning. The line is usual- 
ly filled by thousands of Taliban, 
who maintain positions along the 
surrounding moimtaintops, 

"In some places we are in 



Afghan Opp says 
Taliban strikes 
repulsed 



KABUL July 13 (AFP) - Afghani- 
stan's opposition Northern AlHance 
said Tuesday it had shot down a Taliban 
helicopter and repulsed 'attacks by the 
hardline Islamic militia in the northern 
province of Samangan. 

An opposition spokesman said four 
Taliban, including commanders, 
were killed when the helicopter was 
downed along frontlines near Dara- 
i-Suf. 

He said the Russian-made helicopter 
was ferrying Taliban troops between 
Dara-i-Suf and Mazar-i-Sharif. 

"The Taliban secured the dead bod- 
ies," he added. 

"To the east of Samangan city, the 
Taliban attacked our positions but they . 
were repulsed, 40 Taliban were killed 
and 13 taken as prisoners, along with a 
quantity of arms and ammunition," the 
alliance spokesman told AFP. ^ 

"Other fronts are quiet now." 

The alliance is anticipating a major 
Taliban offensive across four frontlines 
which surround the Panjsher Valley to 
the north of Kabul, home to the main 
resistance fighters led by commander 
Ahmad Shah Masood. 



Kalashnikov range,** he said, refer- 
ring to the rifle*s range of some 500 
metres, "If they pop up we top 
them off** he said, referring to a 
normal day*s fighting. "If we pop 
up they top us off.** 

"But most people are gone for 
the day.** 

The prisoner exchange and 
ceasefire were called for at the six- 
plus-two meeting in the Uzbekistan 
capital. 

However, analysts say the latest 
round of talks offer only a remote 
chance of peace. 

Brahimi appealed to both sides 
not to proceed with an expected 
major offensive in the meantime. 

On the front line 25kms north of 
Kabul, Gul said negotiators were 
trying to achieve the impossible. 

"We will have to wait and see 
but the offensive has been delayed 
because of the peace talks,'* he 
added.— AFP 



Taliban gain 

PESHAWAR, July 22: Fighters 
of Afghanistan*s ruling Taliban 
wrested the district headquarters 
of Dara Soof in northern Samangan 
province amid intense fightiilg 
with opposition forces, reports said 
on Thursday. 

The Afghan Islaunic Press (AIP) 
news agency reported that Taliban 
and its opposition troops were con- 
tinuing to fight Thursday in Dara 
Hussaini, in Dara Soof. Three per- 
sons have been killed in the battle 
for Dara Hussaini, and both sides 
were using heavy weapons.— dpa 
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Afghan opposition 
captures strategic 
district in Samangan 

ISLAMABAD (NNI) - The Afghan 
opposition alliance troops have cap- 
tured the district of Aq Qubrook in Sa- 
mangan, enabling the Alliance to strike 
at Talijan strongholds in north Saman- 
gan and Balkh, an opposition com- 
mander said. 

Although sporadic fighting continues 
on the outskirts of Darre Suf, Alliance 
troops have succeeded in mopping up 
the regions to the east of the valley with 
the anti-Taliban forces now within 
15km of Aybak, the capital of Saman- 
gan province, General Hussain Anwari 
said. 

Kunduz Elsewhere, Taliban troops 
launched a major offensive on the dis- 
trict of Dashte Archi in Kunduz prov- 
ince. After four hours of fighting, troops 
loyal to the Talijan were forced to hast- 
ily retreat. We have yet to receive con- 
firmation of Taliban casualties from the 
region. 

Kabul proper/Shamali Parallel to Tal- 
iban offensives in Samangan and Kun- 
duz, troops loyal to the militia launched 
an attack on Alliance strongholds in the 
Shamali regions of Afghanistan three 
days ago. Both Sarrak e Nau and Sar- 
rak e Kohna came under attack. 

In an Alliance counter offensive^ a 
major Taliban depot was blown up in 
Sarrak e Nau destroying large quanti- 
ties of arms and ammunition. Material 
damage was significant assisted in part 
by fires, which raged for over three 
hours. Thirty Taliban guards were killed 
and many, others injured in the explo- 
sion. At least 12 vehicles were de- 
stroyed in the operation. 

Taliban jets continued pounding Al- 
liance positions in Shamble, ^rget- 
ing the HQ of Ousted Sayaf late last 
night. 
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Taliban, Shura-i-Nazar exchange artillery shells 

Situation intensified in north of Kabul 



From Shamim Shahid 



PESHAWAR - The situation in north 
of Kabul, the capital of Afghanistan, on 
Tuesday further mtensified when Tali- 
ban and Shura-i-Nazar of Ahmad Shah 
Masud exchanged artillery shells 
against each others' positions but they 
did not enter into a direct fighting for 
which they have finalised strategies. 

The Summer offensives, as named by 
Taliban, has also drew the attention of 
western media which is behind Arab 
national Osama bin Laden who is also 
a part of Taliban's offensive. 

In this connection, a number of well- 
reputed newspapers publishing contra- 
dictory reports involved Osama and his 
like-minded colleagues from Pakistan 
in the fresh offensives against the 
Northern Alliance positions in several 
northern provinces of Afghanistan. A 
Taliban spokesman, when contacted, 
informed The Nation that the situation 



remained normal and peaceful on 1\ies- 
day but both the sides exchanged artil- 
lery shells with some intervals. 

The Peshawar-based Afghan Islamic 
Press has also confirmed such reports 
and said that Taliban have finally de- 
cided to launch offensives against ti^e 
Northern Alliance in Parwan, Kapisa' 
and other provinces including Saman- 
gan which is adjacent to Kanduz prov- 
ince, bordering with Central Asian Re- 
public of Tajifistan. , 

Through various sources, this corre- 
spondent confirmed that Taliban are 
working on the Simmier offensives and 
first they want to clear the landmines 
cropped up by the forces loyal to war- 
lord Ahmad Shah Masud. In this con- 
nection, Taliban purchased some 2,000 
donkeys. The reports state that from 
Charikar to Shakardar, the Shura-i- 
Nazar troops prepared mines in the 
whole region to prevent Taliban forces 
from further advancement in the region. 

The traders and businessmen arriv- 



ing in Peshawar confirmed that prepa- 
rations for the Sunmier offensives by 
Taliban not only caused unrest among 
the Alliance leaders but also caused 
wide-range fears among the civilians, 
who have started shifting to safer are- 
as. Taliban claim that due to their un- 
derhand deal with several commanders 
of the opposition and elders of tfie dvil- 
ians,.they are confidott of minimum casu- 
alties. So fEo; IMiban leadersh^ has assem- 
bled nxxetiian 100.000 troops fh)m all 
over the country on northern fronts. ^ 
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Taliban claim success in offensive 



KABUL, July 28: Thousands of 
Taliban fighters on Wednesday 
launched a three-pronged offensive 
to crush the forces of Ahmad Shah 
Masood, the last hurdle between 
the militia and control of the whole 
of Afghanistan. 

The Taliban went into battle 
shortly before dawn, backed by 
ageing ex-Soviet MiG fighters and 
a huge artillery barrage. 

The long-expected offensive fol- 
lowed a deadlock in United 
Nations-brokered peace talks one 
week ago in Tashkent and allega- 
tions by the UN envoy for 
Afghanistan, Lakhdar Brahimi, 
that neighbouring states were 
pouring in arms for their proxies. 

The Taliban government accuses 
Iran, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan and 
Russia of aiding the opposition 
alliance, which in turn accuses 
Pakistan of backing the Taliban. 



Brahimi appealed to the Taliban 
last week not to go to war again, 
arguing no group has succeeded in 
taking control of all Afghanistan in 
two decades. 

Taliban fighters and Kabul resi- 
dents said the initial attacks were 
on the two main roads leading 
north from the capital, Kabul, and 
to the northeast towards Tagab, 

See also Back Page 

dose to Masood*s Bagram air base, 
a key Masood supply line. 

Opposition sources conceded the 
loss of some ground in Tagab, 
which is 80 km from Kabul and 
leads to Bagram and Masood*s 
native Panjsher valley, his bastion 
since the Taliban chased him from 
Kabul three years ago. 

Masood*s fighters, dug in some 
25 km north of Kabul, fired more 



than 20 rockets on the capital, most 
of which hit the civilian/military 
airport. No casualties were report- 
ed. 

By the time of midday Muslim 
prayers, fighting on the fronts 
north of Kabul had subsided. 
Taliban fighters interviewed at the 
front reported no change in posi- 
tions. 

The independent Afghan Islamic 
Press said the Taliban had cap* 
tured the Maktab and Warsak 
areas and were heading for 
Mahmoud-i-Raqi, capital of Kapisa 
province. 

It was the Taliban's first major 
attack in 10 months and followed 
the arrival in Kabul of thousands of 
Pakistani and hundreds of Arab 
recruits intent on waging a Jihad 
(holy war) against Masood, military 
commander of the ousted govern- 
ment. — ^Reuters 
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